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Metro wishes its readers a merry Xmas & a successful 2022

Top cop seen molesting female colleague
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CBL INTRODUCES 
NEW BANKNOTES

The enhanced maloti banknotes have improved 
security features to keep ahead of 
counterfeiters

Change in currency design was 
driven by the need to comply 
with international best practices

“Re hola le oena”

CONTACT US NOW
HLOTSE Phone: 22400180
MAFETENG Phone: 22701180 

Visit us at one of 
our branches or  

WE CAN COME 
TO YOU!

We offer loans of up 
to M250k to civil 

servants, and also assist 
employees of parastatals 

and municipalities

Prompt attention 
and quick 

turnaround 
time on loan 
applications

MASERU Phone: 22329731
QACHA’S NEK Phone: 22950109

QUTHING Phone: 22750180
www.lesana.co.ls

3

Merry
Christmas



Thursday, December 23, 2021

Business
2

Regulars

ALL JOKES
ASIDE

Africa and Asia are home to nearly 90 percent of the 
world's rural population

Not everyone lives in a booming city or sprawling suburb. 
Many people still make their homes outside of bustling 
locations - especially in India, which has the largest 
number of people living in rural areas (approximately 
893 million people live outside of the city), according 
to Reuters. China also has an impressively large rural 
population, with 578 million living outside of major 
centers.

On This Day in 

History
1948 

December 23 

Japanese war criminals hanged in Tokyo

In Tokyo, Japan, Hideki Tojo, former Japanese premier 
and chief of the Kwantung Army, is executed along with 
six other top Japanese leaders for their war crimes during 
World War II. Seven of the defendants were also found 
guilty of committing crimes against humanity, especially 
in regard to their systematic genocide of the Chinese 
people.

On November 12, death sentences were imposed on 
Tojo and the six other principals, such as Iwane Matsui, 
who organized the Rape of Nanking, and Heitaro Kimura, 
who brutalized Allied prisoners of war. Sixteen others 
were sentenced to life imprisonment, and the remaining 
two of the original 25 defendants were sentenced to lesser 
terms in prison.

Unlike the Nuremberg trial of German war criminals, 
where there were four chief prosecutors representing 
Great Britain, France, the United States, and the USSR, 
the Tokyo trial featured only one chief prosecutor - 
American Joseph B. Keenan, a former assistant to the 
U.S. attorney general. However, other nations, especially 
China, contributed to the proceedings, and Australian 
judge William Flood Webb presided. In addition to the 
central Tokyo trial, various tribunals sitting outside Japan 
judged some 5,000 Japanese guilty of war crimes, of 
whom more than 900 were executed.

Quotes & Quips!
“The dam has been designed in a way that allows for control 
and therefore, overflow will not be harmful as the water would 
be directed to the right channels when spillage occurs. With 
the current heavy rains, the likelihood of the dam filling to 100 
percent is extremely high,”

says the CEO of LHDA, Tente Tente on the current state of the 
Katse Dam which is on the verge of overflowing due to heavy rains.

Send an email with your contact details
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If it matters to you, it matters to us.
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• Katse Dam about to overflow
• SA court grants Zuma leave to appeal 'back to 

jail' ruling
• UN lauds migrants for contributing to world 

development

1952 - Bill Kristol, Journalist, born New York City, U.S.

1963 - Donna Tartt, Author, born in Mississippi, United 
States

1968 - Quincy Jones, Music producer, born Wimbledon, 
England

1971 - Tara Palmer-Tomkinson, British Socialite (d 2017)

1978 - Sunny Ozell, Singer-Songwriter, born in Reno, 
Nevada, United States

1979 - Holly Madison, playboy Model, born in Astoria, 
Oregon, United States

1985 - Harry Judd, Drummer, born in Chelmsford 

1994 - Bere Ivanishvili, Singer, born in Paris, France

2000 - Sekou Doumbouya, Basketball player, born in 
Conakry, Guinea

2002 - Finn Wolfhard, Actor, born in Vancouver, 
Canada
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Top cop seen molesting female colleague

Lesotho gets another shot at MCC 
BORN ON THIS DAY
December 23

MASERU – The Maseru Magistrate’s Court on Thursday 
admitted as part of evidence the statements of Motloang 
Moima and Selibe Mochoboroane in a matter in which Deputy 
Commissioner of Police (DCP) Paseka Mokete is accused of 
sexually assaulting a junior female police officer.
In both statements, the two witnesses claim to have seen the 
complainant standing near a white car which was parked 
outside the Parliament before she ran away from the vehicle a 
few minutes later.

Mochoboroane is the Minister Development Planning 
and leader of the Movement for Economic Change (MEC).

It is the Crown’s case that sometime in April; Mokete 
touched the female Inspector’s buttocks without her consent 
and tore her uniform when she objected to his advances.

Evidence before court further shows that Mokete also 
forcefully dragged the woman who was trying to flee from 
him into his car. 

The incident allegedly occurred at the National 
Assembly premises. 

The witnesses further agree to have seen Mokete 
chasing the female police officer before he forced her into his 
car. 

The court admitted the two statements after it had heard 
the evidence of the lead investigator, Detective Inspector 
Motlohi who testified that after he received the case from the 
office of the Director of Public Prosecutions (DPP), he among 
others sought an explanation from Mokete who refused to 
answer his questions. The court heard how Motlohi thereafter 
charged the senior police officer before he told him to report 
himself to court on a certain date. 

Mokete is currently on bail on condition that he attends 
all remand hearings, stands trial to finality and does not 
interfere with Crown witnesses.

The case that is before Senior Resident Magistrate Peter 
Murenzi, is scheduled to proceed on Tuesday. LeNA/Metro

MASERU – Lesotho is one of the countries which have been 
reselected for Millennium Challenge Corporation’s (MCC) 
compact development, a statement from MCC shows.

The statement further notes that the MCC’s Board of 
Directors also reselected Indonesia, Malawi, Mozambique, 
Sierra Leone, and Timor-Leste for compact development.

It states that the board reaffirmed its support for 
continuing compact development in Kosovo, adding that the 
Board reselected Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Niger, and Benin 
as eligible for concurrent compact programmes for regional 
integration.

However, it states that due to Benin’s overall multi-year 
decline in its commitment to MCC’s eligibility criteria and the 
principles of democratic governance, the Board discussed 
and endorsed MCC’s determination to significantly reduce 
the portion of the planned regional investment that would be 
made in Benin through a concurrent compact.

It further shows that MCC regularly reviews its partner 
countries’ policy performance throughout the development 
and implementation of a compact or threshold program. 

“Following this year’s review, MCC’s Board of Directors 
discontinued MCC’s development of a proposed threshold 
programme with Ethiopia while welcoming the opportunity 
to renew engagement with Ethiopia in the future if conditions 
permit,” the statement adds.

The board held its quarterly meeting last week Tuesday 
and selected Belize and Zambia as newly eligible to develop 
MCC compacts, the agency’s five-year grant program.

The press statement further indicates that selecting 
Belize for a compact allows MCC to partner with a country 
that has demonstrated a clear commitment to democratic 
governance, but that is facing rising poverty rates and 
significant challenges to economic growth.

 It adds that with this new partnership, MCC will support 
the Government of Belize’s efforts to build economic resilience 
and address its most binding constraints to growth.

It notes that Zambia completed a prior compact with 
MCC in 2018 and demonstrates strong performance on 
MCC’s scorecard. It further highlights that a subsequent 
compact will support the Government of Zambia’s efforts to 
address the country’s pressing development challenges and 
pursue critical economic and democratic governance reforms 
following its recent democratic transition.

MCC is an independent United States of America (USA) 
Government agency working to reduce global poverty 
through economic growth. 

Created in 2004, MCC provides time-limited grants and 
assistance to countries that meet rigorous standards for good 
governance, fighting corruption and respecting democratic 
rights. LeNA

No bicycle, you’ll never see your mother 
again!

A little boy wants a bike for Christmas really badly, but 
the kid is a real bad seed, and he knows it.
He writes a letter to Jesus. "Dear Jesus, if I get a bike for 
Christmas, I'll be good for a whole week."
He thinks about it, crosses out what he wrote, and says, "I 
can't be good for a whole week, I'll be good for five days."
He crosses that out and writes, "I'll be good for four days." 
Then he thinks again and says, "Can't do that."
He gets down to one day and says, "I can't even be good 
for a day."
Then in frustration, goes in his mother's room and get the 
statue of the Virgin Mary, wraps it up in a blanket, puts 
it in a paper bag, throws it in the closet and says, "Dear 
Jesus, if I don't get a bike for Christmas, you'll never see 
your mother again!"

DCP Paseka Mokete



Thursday,  December 23, 2021

Business
3

COMMODITIES (International Rates in US$) AGRICULTURE  (Rates in Maloti/Rands)

Maize Meal p/kg M7.00

Wheat Meal p/kg M10.00

Cabbage p/kg M14.00

Potatoes p/kg M10.50

Brown Bread p/loaf M10.00

White Bread p/loaf M11.00

Soghum Meal p/kg M25.00

Brown Beans p/kg M30.00

Tomato p/kg M15.00

Eggs p/tray M45.00

Milk (fresh) p/litre M16.00

Milk (sour) p/litre M20.00

Rice p/kg M30.00

White Sugar p/kg M22.00

Brown Sugar p/kg M25.00

Beef  p/kg M85.00

Mutton p/kg M90.00

STOCKS

S&P500 4,642.97

NASDAQ100 15,961.49

Nikkei225 28,517.59

Dow Jones30 35,461.29

FTSE 100 7,348.18

JSE 71,119.00

Hang Seng 22,971.33

PRECIOUS METALS 

Gold p/ounce 1,788.30
Platinum p/ounce 938.00
Silver p/ounce 22.52
Copper p/ounce 0.22
Brent Oil p/barrel 74.03

EQUITIES 

Bonds 18.44
Treasury Bills 3.67
Interest Rates 91

ENERGY (Rates in Maloti/Rands)
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CURRENCIES

Loti/SDR Special Drawing Right (SDR) 23.22

Loti/Dollar United States (US$) 15.85

Loti/Rands South African (ZAR) 1.00

Loti/Euro European Union (€) 17.85

Loti/Yuan Chinese (¥) 2.48

Loti/Yen Japanese (¥) 0.14

Loti/Pound Sterling British (£) 20.93

Loti/Dollar Australian (A$) 11.26

Loti/Dollar Hong Kong (HK$) 2.03

Loti/Dollar Singapore (S$) 11.58

Loti/Naira Nigeria’s (₦) 0.04

Loti/Kwanza Angola’s (Kz) 0.03

Loti/Birr Ethiopia’s (Br) 0.32

Loti/Pound Egypt (E£) 1.00

Loti/Ruble Russia  (RUB) 0.21

Loti/Riyal Saudi Arabia (SAR) 4.22

Loti/Shekel Israel (₪) 5.02

Loti/Real Brazilian (R$) 2.77

Loti/Rupee India (₹) 0.21

Loti/Dirham UAE إ.د.)) 4.31

Loti/Rupee Mauritius (Rs) 0.43

(How Lesotho’s Loti fared against 
world major currencies this week)

4

IMF extends 
debt service 

relief for 
Lesotho

Petrol Unleaded 93 p/litre M16.35
             Unleaded 95 p/litre M16.55

Diesel 50PPm p/litre M16.65
             

Paraffin p/litre M12.00
Water (Domestic) p/litre M5.53
Water (Industrial) p/litre M15.03
Electricity (Domestic) p/unit M1.38
Electricity (Industrial) p/unit M0.26
Gas p/kg M20.00

NEO SENOKO                            

MASERU – Tasked with among others, managing and 
redeeming currency of Lesotho in terms of provisions 
of the Central Bank of Lesotho (CBL) laws, the regulator 
has launched enhanced maloti banknotes with improved 
security features to keep ahead of counterfeiters.

The new banknotes will begin circulating in the 
market on Thursday alongside the old banknotes that 
have been in circulation since 2010. Both series will 
be legal tender and should continue to be used in cash 
transactions until the public is informed otherwise. 

“We will continue to use both the old and the new 
notes until the old notes have come out of circulation. 
Over the past 20 years, the bank has stepped up efforts 
on three fronts. Firstly, we adopted a clean banknotes 
policy to maintain the integrity of our banknotes. We 
acquired notes processing machines that automatically 
sort out clean notes for reissue in line with clean note 
policy.

“Secondly, the bank has continually reviewed the 
security features of the banknotes to keep ahead of 
counterfeiters and thirdly, the bank has widened features 
on the notes to assist the public to easily differentiate the 
genuine notes from counterfeits in addition to assisting 
members of the public who are visually impaired to 
easily identify legal tender in its various denominations,” 
CBL Governor, Dr Retšelisitsoe Matlanyane said on 
Tuesday.

She added that this time, the change in currency 
design was driven by the need to comply with 
international best practices and to take advantage 
of innovations in the banknote industry since the 
introduction of the 2010 series. 

The move, Dr Matlanyane said will support the 
integrity of the country’s banknotes by helping in the 
fight against counterfeiting whilst keeping the notes 
user friendly.

Among some of their features, the banknotes contain 
the SICPAPROTECT varnish, consisting of both anti-
bacteria and anti-viral properties to make banknotes 

safer for handling. 
The security threat that cuts across the portrait of 

the King is relocated to the left side on all denominations 
to improve the design of the banknotes. The modified 
design features of upgraded maloti banknote series 
incorporate tactile marks for the visually impaired 
or partially sighted who will be able to identify and 
differentiate the nominal value of each upgraded maloti 
banknote. The tactile marks in the form of raised 
printing of parallel lines can be readily felt by touching 
the note surface near the edge of the upgraded notes. 
This required the size of individual notes to be enlarged 
to accommodate the tactile marks. 

Secondly, the bank removed the silver stripe, a 
plastic window on the surface of the existing M200 
notes, which made these notes subject to rapid wear and 
tear that reduced the expected lifespan of the notes.

For her part, the Second Deputy Governor of the 
CBL, ’Mathabo Makenete said the new introduction 
marks a significant milestone in the management of 
maloti notes in Lesotho.

“Countries that issue their own currency are faced 
with numerous tasks to safeguard the value of that 
currency so that the public that use it have confidence in 
it. It is for this reason therefore that the CBL as with other 
currency issuers takes pride in making our maloti notes 
as safe as possible in the design of its security features. 

“As we mark the launch of the enhanced security 
features of our maloti notes, we bring to the fore the 
benefits to the users of the currency in knowing the 
currency features of our bank notes so that the public can 
avoid handling in all manner counterfeit currency and 
as such avoid financial loss to themselves and also the 
risk of being on the wrong side of the law,” Ms Makenete 
showed. 

The security features are upgraded periodically and 
the time for that can vary depending on the low or high 
value of the notes to ensure that as the issuer, the CBL 
stays ahead of the counterfeiters who are getting more 
and more sophisticated in the technology they use to 
counterfeit the currency.

CBL introduces new banknotes
The enhanced maloti banknotes have improved security features to keep ahead of counterfeiters

Change in currency design was driven by the need to comply with international best practices

CBL Governor, Dr Retšelisitsoe Matlanyane
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The IMF chief, Kristalina Georgieva

IMF extends debt service 
relief for Lesotho 

severely reduce the CCRT’s pre-COVID 
cash buffer and potentially limit the 
CCRT’s capacity to provide relief in future 
emergencies. The directors however, 
considered that on balance there is a 
compelling case for approval of the tranche in 
light of the continuing human and economic 
toll of the pandemic. Directors thus agreed 
on the urgent need for continued fundraising 
efforts to address the CCRT’s underfunding. 

“In light of simultaneous financing 
requests from the Fund, the directors 
encouraged a more coordinated approach to 
fundraising to help donors better understand 
and prioritise the various efforts underway,” 
the IMF chief, Kristalina Georgieva said in a 
statement on Monday.

Countries receiving debt service relief 
in the fifth tranche under the CCRT include 
Lesotho, Benin, Burkina Faso Tajikistan, 
Solomon Islands, Sierra Leone, Sao Tome 
and Principe, Rwanda, Niger, Nepal, Mali, 
Malawi, Madagascar, Liberia, Kyrgyzstan, 
Haiti, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea, Gambia, Ethiopia, 
Djibouti, Comoros, Central African Republic 
and Burundi.

The approval of the fifth tranche, totaling 
approximately US$115 million follows four 
prior tranches approved on April 13, 2020, 
October 2, 2020, April 1 2021 and October 
6, 2021, and helps free up scarce financial 
resources for vital health, social and economic 
support to mitigate the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The tranche completes the two-year 
COVID-related debt service relief of about US$ 
964 million.

In March 2020, the IMF launched an 
urgent fundraising effort to raise USD 1.4 
billion in grants for the CCRT. This would 
enable the CCRT to provide financial assistance 
for COVID-related relief on debt services for up 
to a maximum of two years, while leaving the 
CCRT adequately funded for future needs.

So far, donors have pledged contributions 
totaling USD 852 million, including from 
the European Union (EU), the United 
Kingdom (UK), Japan, Germany, France, the 
Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland, Norway, 
Singapore, Greece, China, Mexico, the 
Philippines, Sweden, Bulgaria, Luxembourg, 
Malta and Indonesia.

The directors noted that CCRT grants 
for debt service relief on obligations to the 
Fund falling due from April 14 2020 through 
January 10 2022 have helped its poorest and 
most vulnerable members, including Lesotho, 
to free up resources to tackle the pandemic and 
its repercussions. 

They encouraged CCRT eligible countries 
to continue making progress on implementing 
governance safeguards commitments 
regarding COVID-19 related spending, and 
reiterated the importance of transparency and 
accountability.

Tranche completes the two-year COVID-related debt service relief 
of about US$ 964 million
The approval of the fifth tranche will severely reduce the CCRT’s 
pre-COVID cash buffer

NEO SENOKO                  
business@maserumetro.com

MASERU – The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), an organisation that works 
with member countries to modernise their 

economic policies and institutions has 
extended debt service relief for Lesotho and 24 
other low income countries in a continued fight 
against the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Executive Board of the IMF approved 
on December 15, a fifth and final tranche of 

debt service relief under the Catastrophe 
Containment and Relief Trust (CCRT) a total of 
25 countries with eligible debt service falling 
due to the IMF from January 11 to April 13, 
2022. 

“The approval of the fifth tranche will 



Thursday,  December 23, 2021

Business
5Thursday,  September 1, 2021

Business
5

REOPENED: The Liqhobong Diamond Mine in Butha-Buthe

Liqhobong Mine resumes operationsBUTHA-BUTHE – The 
reopening of the Liqhobong 
Diamond Mine will add value 
to the economy of Lesotho as 
the government is in fear of the 
shrinking revenue pool due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Deputy Prime 
Minister Mathibeli Mokhothu 
says. He made the comments 
on Thursday during the o�  cial 
reopening of the Liqhobong Mining 
Development Company in Butha 
Buthe. This, after the diamond mine 
was shut down two years ago due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic that 
a� ected the company’s operations. 

Mr Mokhothu said by 
December, the mine will be in full 
operation with plans to engage 
almost 300 workers apart from 
those employed on a contractual 
basis. 

He lauded the mine on the 
good relationship it has with the 
Liqhobong community, saying the 
a�  liation is a pillar on which the 
mine will stand.

“It is crucial for the mine to 
maintain a healthy relationship 
with the community around it,” he 
added. Commenting on the issue 
of social corporate responsibility, 
the DPM said it is essential, adding 
that if it is not explained thoroughly 
there will be misunderstandings. 
He urged the Ministry of Mining 
to work with the mine on the 
employment policy, saying the first 
100 employees should be drawn 
from communities around the mine 
with the rest from other parts of 
Butha Buthe and the rest of the 
country. 

He said the mine should develop 
a Mining Development Fund which 
will entail awarding scholarships 
to at least five students every year 
from communities around the mine, 
who will study in fields such as 
engineering, water related courses 
and wool and mohair to mention a few.

“Those children will come back 
to develop the community after they 
complete their studies,” he said.

Speaking at the same occasion, 
the Minister of Mining, Serialong Qoo 
said as the mine resumes duties, it 
will pay royalty points and ground 
rent to mention a few while it looks 
into settling its debts first.

He said the investors will ensure 
that the operations are running 
smoothly first before they start 
investing. Mr Qoo promised that by 
December, two more mines will be 

opened in the country.
Echoing similar sentiments, 

Member of Parliament for Motete 
constituency, Tumahole Lerafa said 
the reopening of the mine is a major 
economic development, adding that 
its closure had caused a huge knock 
on Lesotho’s economy. 

“They are going to complete 
whatever they were engaged in, 
such as finishing the homes for local 

communities,” he said.”
For his part, the Chief Executive 

O�  cer of Liqhobong Mining 
Development Company, Paul Bosman 
said most of the employees are back at 
their work stations and ready to start 
work.

He said the workers have already 
received their COVID-19 jabs, hopeful 
that will help keep the disease away 
from the mine. LeNA

Digital currency way to go - CBL

NEO SENOKO                 
business@maserumetro.com

MASERU – Just like other countries 
in the Common Monetary Area (CMA) 
region, Lesotho through the Central 
Bank of Lesotho (CBL) has a long-
term plan to move into the digital 
currency to stay in line with the latest 
developments across the region.

Dr Retšelisitsoe Matlanyane, the 
Governor of CBL made this revelation 
on Tuesday during the launch of the 
enhanced maloti banknotes.

The CMA links Lesotho, South 
Africa, Namibia and Eswatini into a 

monetary union and is allied to the 
Southern African Customs Union 
(SACU), a custom union of Lesotho, 
South Africa, Botswana, Eswatini and 
Namibia. 

The main purpose of this trade is 
to ensure that all the parties can have 
the same development and equitable 
economic advance in order to be 
treated as a whole. 

“In that lite, there are other 
developments that we are making 
although still at very rudimentary 
stage, there are developments in 
what we call digital currency and in 
our region as the CMA region and as 

Lesotho, we are looking at that option 
as well to see that in the future we 
also move on to digital maloti,” Dr 
Matlanyane said. 

She noted that at the moment, 
Lesotho is largely a cash society in 
that people still use cash to settle and 
make payments.

“While this is not our intention 
for the future, it is desirable that even 
as we use cash, we use cash that is 
safe and that helps us to protect the 
economy. The long-term future is 
for us to be a cash lite society that 
uses electronic and digital means 
of payments to make payments as 

well as settlements and in that lite 
therefore, the bank is in the process of 
making investments in that regard,” 
the Governor said. 

She highlighted the importance of 
proper education in that space, citing 
that the bank will therefore undertake 
campaigns that will educate people 
about the systems and the payment 
channels as well as teach them about 
the dangers of using cash.  

In 2006 in the space of payments 
and settlements, the CBL started to 
introduce systems where settlements 
are made in terms of digital means. 

“So we had first, the Real Time 

Gross Settlement system (RTGS) 
followed by the Maseru Clearing 
House in which we had Electronic 
Funds Transfer system (EFT) and 
other methods of payments. Cheques 
were previously also cleared digitally. 
These payment streams are intended 
to be alternatives to cash in the 
transfer of value between users so 
today all commercial banks use Real 
Time Gross Settlement system to 
handle high value payments, for low 
value payments we use our automated 
clearing house. So, low value 
payments are carried out using EFT,” 
Dr Matlanyane further showed.

The Central Bank of Lesotho (CBL) in Maseru

Lesotho is largely a cash society as people still use cash to make payments
The main purpose of CMA trade is to ensure that all parties can have same development opportunities
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Comments & Letters

Your opinions matter. This page is dedicated to those who wish to express their views.Speak OUT!

EDITOR'S NOTE

New secure banknotes, 
a good move
The decision by the Central Bank of Lesotho (CBL) to 
introduce new and enhanced banknotes is perhaps a good 
step in the right direction, considering the extend in which 
counterfeiters have in the past years been able to manipulate 
and take advantage of the local banknotes.

So much money is lost through this and unfortunately the 
law enforcement agencies have struggled a lot in dealing with 
the matter. Several people, individuals as well as businesses 
alike have suffered through the exchange of the counterfeit 
money. That means unnecessary loss of income, and thus 
killing the economy in the long run. 

On Tuesday, the regulator launched the enhanced maloti 
banknotes with improved security features to keep ahead of 
counterfeiters.

The new banknotes will begin circulating in the market 
on Thursday alongside the old banknotes that have been in 
circulation since 2010. 

Both series will be legal tender and should continue to 
be used in cash transactions until the public is informed 
otherwise. Another important thing that deserves applaud in 
the new banknotes is that the security features have now been 
enhanced to accommodate the visually impaired persons in a 
similar quest to allow them also to deal with and differentiate 
proper banknotes from the counterfeit money.

This will definitely reduce the impact in which 
these fraudsters have been able to take advantage of the 
disadvantaged groups. 

This is a clear demonstration that the CBL understands the 
contributions made by all sectors of the public and therefore 
moves to ensure safety across the board. It is imperative for 
everybody in this country to feel important and safe. 

The move further means that Lesotho will earn respect 
at international stages as the new banknotes fall in line with 
the international best practices and also take advantage of 
innovations in the banknotes industry. 

The fact that the new banknotes will also protect users 
against the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic is even more 
innovative and therefore deserves more praise. 

The CBL Governor says that among some of their features, 
the new banknotes contain the SICPAPROTECT varnish, 
consisting of both anti-bacteria and anti-viral properties to 
make the money safer for handling, and this will protect users 
against the pandemic. 

 As the pandemic continues to cause havoc across the 
world killing millions of people, among others through 
exchange of currency, such transmission will be a thing of the 
past in Lesotho with the introduction of the new banknotes 
this week.

Matojane judgment against Arthur Fraser proves 
no one – including Zuma – is above the law

SAAPA urges public not to overindulge  
during holiday season

Avoid over spending 
during Christmas

PROFESSOR BALTHAZAR                           

There have been a number of judgments in which courts have asserted 
the importance of the rule of law in general and the Constitution in 
particular. The insistence that Jacob Zuma is not above the law and that 
the public protector must comport her conduct within the law redound to 
the credit of the Constitutional Court. The decision last year to ensure the 
vindication of a key socio-economic right in the case of a school feeding 
scheme is but another such example as was the earlier judgment that 
effectively kiboshed the government to go nuclear and thus bankrupt the 
country.

This more nuanced picture of the judicial record has again been 
reflected in the judgment of Judge Keoagile Elias Matojane in upholding 
the review brought against former Commissioner of Correctional Services 
Arthur Fraser to grant Mr Zuma medical parole. Briefly, the background 
was the following that took place after the Constitutional Court sentenced 
Mr Zuma to 15 months in prison: an attempt was then made to ensure 
that Mr Zuma be granted medical parole. As a result, the Medical Parole 
Advisory Board (MPAD) considered the grant of medical parole but ruled 
against Mr Zuma.

Its reasoning was encapsulated here:
“Not recommended based on the following:
The MPAB appreciates the assistance from all specialists with the 

provision of the requested reports. The Board also notes and appreciates 
the use of aliases and has treated all submitted reports as those pertaining 
to the applicant. From the information received, the applicant suffers 
from multiple comorbidities. His treatment has been optimised, and 
all conditions have been brought under control. From the available 
information in the reports, the conclusion reached by the MPAB is that 
the applicant is stable and does not qualify for medical parole according 
to the act. The MPAB is open to considering other information, should it 
become available. The MPAB can only make its recommendations based 
on the act.”

Undeterred, Mr Fraser decided to the contrary. He claimed that Zuma 
being a 79-year-old man with comorbidities, in his view, entitled him to 
override the decision of the parole board and grant him medical parole. 
This override of the Medical Parole Advisory Board decision made by an 
official, whose knowledge of medicine doubtless extends no further than 
the ability to purchase aspirin, prompted the application to review and set 
aside his decision. The relevant law was clear – medical parole is granted 
where the prisoner is terminally ill or physically incapacitated. Judge 
Motajane set out the reasoning for the negative decision of the parole 
board and then said:

“The recommendations of the board as the expert body established 
to provide an independent medical report on whether an offender is 
terminally ill or physically incapacitated is ordinarily decisive and 
binding on the commissioner.

The commissioner does not have the medical expertise to overrule 
the recommendation of the board.”

On its own, this finding justified a finding that Mr Fraser had 
performed what was clearly an administrative action in an irrational 

manner. But the judge went further to consider the reason Mr Fraser 
offered for his decision:

“There has never been a situation where a former head of state 
has been incarcerated, and we will all agree this was an unprecedented 
situation.

“This negates the constitutional right of all people to be treated 
equally before the law.

“The ‘Estcourt Correctional Centre could not risk the life of an 
inmate’.”

This is clearly not a reason based in law for granting medical parole. 
Section 12(1) of the act provides that the department “must provide, 
within its available resources, adequate health care services, based on the 
principles of primary health care, in order to allow every inmate to lead a 
healthy life and section 12(2)(a) provides that every inmate has the right 
to adequate medical treatment”. Ill health alone is not a basis to allow a 
convicted person to escape the punishment imposed by a court.

It followed that the purported reasons offered by Mr Fraser were not 
sourced in the applicable law and hence could not pass legal muster. But as 
Judge Motajane observed the lack of rationality in granting parole went 
further:

“The commissioner states that he overrode the recommendation of 
the board because it was clear to him from other medical reports that 
[the] respondent’s conditions ‘were only brought under control through 
optimised care that he was receiving at an advanced health care facility’. 
This decision is irrational because if there was no longer a need for the 
Third Respondent to receive the standard of care provided by the hospital, 
[the] Third Respondent should have been returned to the correction 
centre where he had access to all the medical care he required instead of 
being released to the care of his wife who has no medical training.”

In the light of this finding, the question arose as to the remedy that 
was required. Judge Motajane correctly found that Mr Fraser’s irrational 
conduct had subverted the sentence imposed on Mr Zuma by the 
Constitutional Court and hence he should be ordered to continue to serve 
out his sentence. As the judge wrote:

“The commissioner has unlawfully mitigated the punishment 
imposed by the Constitutional Court, thereby [rendering] the 
Constitutional order ineffective, which undermines the respect for the 
court, for the rule of law and the Constitution itself.”

And that is why this is such an important judgment. Mr Zuma’s 
praise singers, including that well-known legal pundit Carl Niehaus, 
would have the country develop a two-tier legal system: one for Mr Zuma 
and another for the rest of the country. That this pernicious line is always 
accompanied by the threat that if this two-tier system is not followed, 
July 2021 may well reoccur, only serves to highlight the principled 
importance of the judgment. It is another reminder that our courts will 
continue to stand firm in the defence of the rule of law. Of course, there 
was an immediate appeal against this decision. But that only illustrates 
the continued cynical use of legal process to prevent the law from taking 
its course. It should not detract from the importance of the judgment for 
the future of the rule of law in this country. 

DM

The Editor, 
The Southern Africa Policy Alliance - Lesotho (SAAPA) has appealed 
to members of the public to be extra vigilant during the festive 
season. 

Christmas and New Year’s holidays offer families and friends 
an opportunity to meet and be merry. About a third of the region’s 
citizens accompany the festivities with heavy alcohol consumption, 
with many drinking themselves into oblivion, risking their lives and 
others’ in the process. 

Alcohol reduces reasoning and people take unnecessary risks 
like having unprotected sex and drunk driving. During this season 
our roads often turn into deathtraps where scores are killed either as 
pedestrians, motorists or passengers. 

Many also sustain permanent injuries on the roads due to the 
careless behaviour brought about by the senseless drinking. 

Alcohol-related hospital trauma admissions also increase due to 
crashes and interpersonal violence, including GBV. Globally countries 
are anticipating a fourth wave of the COVID-19 pandemic in the 
midst of the recently discovered Omicron variant which is highly 
transmittable. Despite the efforts made to sensitise the public on 

COVID-19 health protocols, most revelers still drink in huge groups, 
disregarding social distancing and mask wearing protocols while 
others are skeptical about vaccination. Social events whether private 
or public attended by large numbers of people where alcohol is 
consumed become super spreader events. 

For Lesotho, this spells disaster as our fragile and limited health 
resources are needed to deal with the pandemic and other unavoidable 
illnesses. Government’s action to secure these limited resources to 
deal with the health pandemic should therefore be welcomed. It is 
as a result with concern that SAAPA notes that our Government is 
partnering with alcohol brands in their safer festive season activities. 
The co-branding of these government-led activities with alcohol 
companies sends the wrong and contradictory message.

While SAAPA acknowledges people’s freedoms, we urge our 
fellow citizens to follow COVID health protocols, reduce alcohol 
consumption, especially in large crowds. Together with our 
Government, our actions can help safeguard each other. 

           Country Coordinator,
             Mothobi Molefi

The Editor,
It can be easy to go overboard on holiday shopping, but with a bit 
of planning and budgeting, it is possible for people to celebrate 
without spending all their cash or maxing out their credit cards.

During the holiday season, there are shopping temptations 
around every corner, so it is easy to get enticed to overspend on 
family and kids, an even on oneself. 

Try to anticipate how much you can afford to spend before 
the holiday season begins. If you estimate how much your 
holiday expenses might be add up to be ahead of time and start 
putting aside a bit of money towards the budget accordingly, you 
can avoid overspending and unburden yourself of the stress that 
comes with it. 

          Litšoanelo Makoetlane
          Thabaneng, Mafeteng
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The late Dr Arthur Mokoena Majara

KABELO MASOABI                      

MASERU – Tributes continue pouring in 
from fellow entrepreneurs, colleagues, 
friends and fans of the late Dr Arthur 
Mokoena Majara, who died on Sunday at a 
hospital in Maseru. 

Majara was a renowned businessman 
and Managing Director of a local radio 
station - 357 FM. 

The cause of his death remains unclear 
at this stage. However, his family has 
reported that he had not been well for quite 
some time. 

"Ntate Majara played his role in the JOB SPECIFICATION – 
STATUTORY & COMPLIANCE OFFICER

Main Purpose of the Role
The main purpose of  the role will be to administer statutory functions and 
implement and administer Compliance Management for Lesana Lesotho 
Limited.

Key Deliverables  
1. Statutory: Administer compliance by the company with the Companies 

Act and all related legislation and ensure compliance with corporate 
governance guidelines, codes and regulations.

2. Compliance: Perform compliance planning, develop compliance policies and 
procedures and collaborate closely with the operations teams as required. 
Review and monitor internal practices and procedures to ensure compliance 
with regulatory and Group requirements and current policies

The Candidate
We seek the following in our desired candidate:

Qualifi cation Requirement
1. A relevant undergraduate qualifi cation: LLB or similar degree is 

preferable).
2. A relevant Compliance Offi cer’s Examination experience will be 

advantageous.

Experience / Background Preference
1. Candidates will have no less than three years relevant experience.
2. Experience within the fi nancial services industry is essential.
3. Familiarity with and knowledge of  the compliance and regulatory 

requirements of  a fi nancial institution operating in Africa will be 
advantageous.

4. A strong command of  English, both written and verbal, is a requirement of  
the role.

Location
The position is based at our Lesana Offi ce located at 4th Floor, Block C, LNDC 
Building, Kingsway, Maseru.
For further details please refer to the Select Website: www.selectafrica.net
Please forward applications to Teboho Mokhali: mokhalit@lesana.co.ls

Closing Date; 24 December 2021

If you do not hear from us within two weeks, please consider your 
application for this particular vacancy unsuccessful.  In this instance, 
please be assured that we shall retain your application and will be in 
touch should a suitable opportunity arise in the future.

Lesotho mourns 
passing of great 
business icon

Dr Majara was first Mosotho to bring 
internationally acclaimed chain food 
stores, Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC) 
to Lesotho

Cause of death of the famed 
businessman remains unknown

entrepreneurial leadership of this country 
and that is how he will be remembered," a 
mourner said on social media. 

According to local historian, Mahmoud 
Jay Letsie, Majara was the first Mosotho 
to bring the internationally acclaimed 
chain food stores, Kentucky Fried Chicken 
(KFC), to Lesotho in 1982, two years after 
its founder, Harland Sanders died on 
December 16, 1980. 

He was also involved in other business 
adventures, one notably being the launch 
of 357 FM radio. 

"I have personally clashed with him 
on numerous occasions, however I am 
here paying my last respects to this fallen 
Lesotho legend. Rest in peace Mokoena," 
Letsie also said. 

One of the late Majara’s fans, Zwelithini 
Matsoso says: "After People's Choice 
(PC) FM captured the hearts of the young 
populace, 357 FM was established. It 
became the first radio station to operate 
from a shopping mall, where you could 
see your presenters from the hallways 
of Pioneer Mall. That, right there was 
innovation. 

"Ntate Arthur not only followed a 
business revolution but he inspired it. 
From venturing into planned giving-
Banca Del Afrique (a new form of financial 
service offering which traditional banking 

did not understand) to being the first 
Mosotho to revolutionise the KFC 
franchising industry in the 1980's 
when it was unpopular to do so. 

"Like every Mosotho, I believe 
Ntate Arthur became annoyed with 
the political system in Lesotho 

and started mixing politics with 
entrepreneurship. The gentleman 

did what he could to talk sense 
into politics for a peaceful and 

business friendly Lesotho. I 
never missed his presentations 
on radio particularly the Sunday 
morning show on PC FM. 

His analysis and commentary 
resonated a lot with my ideology on 

Lesotho's development agenda," he says. 
"Lastly, his eloquence in English and 

Sesotho will be missed greatly, beyond 
following his shows, sometimes I would 
just follow the accent and wish it were 
mine," Matsoso says.
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SUMMER SHOPPING AT
MASERU MALL
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Lesotho implements ‘no 
jab, no job’ policy

MASERU – Semano Sekatle, the Minister 
of Health says as of January 1, 2022, the 
Government is expected to implement the 
‘no jab, no job’ policy across the county 
in bid to curb the spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic.
He made these remarks on Sunday in his 
national address on the 
prevailing 
rates of 
the 

pandemic in the country. 
The initiative, Mr Sekatle said was 

prompted by the high rate of recorded 
positive cases. 

The ‘no jab, no job’ measure, he said is 
going to be implemented in the civil service, 
parastatals and local private companies. 

“The measure will also be implemented 
by all service providers and individuals are 
expected to produce their vaccination cards 
to prove that they have been vaccinated 
before acquiring any service in the country. 

“The share of job postings requiring 
vaccination has skyrocketed, some 

job postings are already requiring 
vaccination cards and are showing 

a growing trend among employees 
requiring candidates to be fully 

immunised.
“In all the given services, 

those who did not vaccinate 
will be denied services, while 

those who have vaccinated will 
be expected to provide a proof of 
vaccination to access services,” he 
reiterated.

He noted that the new records of 
infections in the past week stood at 
12 percent from 0.85 percent, while 

admissions in health facilities have 
moved up from 3 percent to 7 percent.

Despite the surging COVID-19 
cases, he said the death rate however, 

still remains at 0 percent.
The ministry, he further showed has 

begun a roll-out programme of the Pfizer 
vaccine from last week Wednesday 

in Berea, Leribe, Mafeteng 
and Maseru.

The 
vaccine, he 

said is 

currently being administered to children 
between the ages of 12 and 17.

The minister said Lesotho is expecting 
more doses of Pfizer vaccines to be 
distributed in all the districts. 

He therefore appealed to Basotho 

who are coming home for the Christmas 
holidays, to be screened and vaccinated at 
the borders in order to protect their loved 
ones against the deadly virus. 

“I urge all Basotho to get vaccinated, as 
the vaccine protects and decreases chances 
of being critically ill,” he said.

Sharing similar sentiments in the 
COVID-19 situation analysis report, Thabo 
Ntoi, the National COVID-19 Secretariat 
(NACOSEC) Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
agreed that more people have been admitted 
in local health centres in the past weeks, 
adding that those who were supplied with 
oxygen increased from 17 to 31.

He said travelers who were screened 
across points of entry last week totaled 18 
107, adding that 449 of them tested positive.

Various vaccines are available in the 
country for people who are ready to get 
vaccinated including Pfizer to vaccinate 
children from the ages of 12 t 17.

Others include AstraZeneca, Johnson 
and Johnson and Sinopharm.

 Metro/LeNA

The move was prompted by the high rate of 
positive cases in the country

Measure to be implemented in civil service, 
parastatals and private companies
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The world in 10 minutes
World News

INDIA

NIGERIA TUNISIA NIGERIA

AUSTRALIA USA

Some Indian states have offered unusual vaccine incentives, but experts say this 
may not be enough.

After a slow start, India's Covid-19 vaccination drive has hit some promising 
milestones over the past few months.

Though the programme will miss its first, over-ambitious deadline of universal 
adult vaccination by 31 December, more than 85% of eligible Indians have been 
partially vaccinated till now. Over 55% have received both jabs.

But that still leaves millions - including many who are more vulnerable due to 
their age - at risk, especially with the new Omicron variant fuelling fears. 

In the western state of Gujarat, a municipal corporation offered a litre of 
cooking oil to vaccine takers and found that it worked well, especially among the 
less well-off.

In the capital, Delhi, having vaccinated parents could boost a child’s chance to 
get into a good pre-school, a notoriously difficult task.

A female Nigerian soldier has been arrested for allegedly accepting a marriage 
proposal from a male member of the country's youth service scheme.

A video of the unnamed soldier accepting a ring from the trainee has been 
widely shared online.

The army said she broke several codes of conduct including "indulging in 
romance while in uniform".

The incident happened during a three-week paramilitary training for young 
Nigerians in the western Kwara state.

The woman involved was responsible for training the new recruits as part 
of the National Youth Service Corps Orientation (NYSC) - an initiative launched 
by former Nigerian President Yakubu Gowon to improve ethnic relations after the 
1967-70 Biafra civil far.

As part of the year-long mandatory programme graduates from universities 
and other higher-learning institutions get training from the army. 

The soldier has also been accused of flouting the army's social media policy.

Lawyers and human rights activists in Tunisia have lodged an appeal to overturn 
a one-year prison sentence against two men for homosexuality.

Consensual sex between two people of the same sex - whether men or 
women - remains punishable in Tunisia by up to three years in jail under a law 
that dates back more than 100 years.

The two men have taken their case to the country's top court after a lower 
court rejected their first appeal last year.

Their lawyer says that if their case is successful, it could create a legal 
precedent that would help do away with Article 230 in the criminal code, which 
outlaws homosexual acts.

Lawmakers in Nigeria have rejected a bill seeking to empower women and 
promote gender equality. 

Senator Biodun Olujimi from the south-western Ekiti State was forced to 
withdraw the draft law after her male colleagues objected citing “socio-cultural 
and Islamic concerns”. 

She told the BBC that it was “disheartening” that women had to contend 
with many issues in the law-making process.

“Naturally, everyone is afraid of giving power to women...for cultural 
reasons,” she told the BBC’s News Day programme.

“That’s what we are grappling with and we believe that without a legislation 
that would make it work for us, it would be tough,” added.

She says she is not going to relent in the fight for equal opportunities for 
women.

An Australian state's health minister was giving a Covid update when a 
journalist pointed out she had a huntsman spider crawling on her.

Yvette D'ath remained calm but was keen to get help.
Huntsmans are large spiders with a leg span of up to 15cm (six inches). 

Despite possessing venom, they are reluctant to bite and are not considered 
dangerous.

"Okay, can somebody please get that spider off?" D'Ath asked.
Chief Health Officer John Gerrard attempted to shoo the huntsman 

spider away with some papers, but the officials soon lost track of the 
arachnid.

"This shows how controlled I can be," D'Ath joked. "I don't like 
huntsmans, but I'm going to keep going. If he comes anywhere near my face, 
let me know."

The spider was spotted by D'Ath's feet, but eventually wandered away.

Police in Ohio said they are on the hunt for an unusual piece of stolen 
property: an entire 58-foot-long pedestrian bridge.

The Akron Police Department said the bridge formerly served as a 
pedestrian walkway along the Little Cuyahoga River in Middlebury Run 
Park, but was moved to an open field as part of a wetlands restoration 
project.

Police said the city had planned to repurpose the bridge in a new 
location, but they recently discovered the $40,000 bridge had been stolen 
from its temporary home.

Investigators said they believe the bridge was disassembled and taken 
from the field piece by piece.

"The bridge is almost all polymer I'm told and really just connected 
by some bolts, so if you have any equipment, sockets or anything of that 
nature, it wouldn't have been very difficult at all to start the process of 
disassembling that," said Akron police Lt. Mike Miller.

Can alcohol, cooking oil tempt 
unvaccinated Indians?

Nigerian soldier arrested for 
accepting marriage proposal

Tunisian bid to overturn jailing of men 
for homosexuality

Nigerian lawmakers reject gender 
equality bill

Huntsman spider interrupts 
Australian Covid press briefing

Ohio police searching for stolen 
58-foot bridge
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Drag racing returns with a 
bang in Leribe Drag racing is described 

as perhaps the fastest, 
loudest and most 
spectacular motor 
sport of all
The normally heavy crowd 
pulling show has been 
running on and off due to 
COVID-19 challenges

KABELO MASOABI           

LERIBE – The people's 
spectacular entertaining 
show of car drag racing 
returns on Boxing Day in 
Leribe - much to the delight of 
its loyal fans. 

The event organised by 
the Leribe Drag Racing club 
will be held in Ha Leshoele on 
the outskirts of Leribe. 

The normally heavy 
crowd pulling show has been 

running on and off due to, 
among others, challenges 
brought about by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

It was last held in 
October and was attended 
by multitudes of the sport 
lovers. 

"Drivers betting and side 
(public) betting is allowed. 
No musk, no entry and all 
COVID-19 protocols will be 
observed," announces the 
club administrator, Molapo 

Khethisa. 
Drag racing is described 

as perhaps the fastest, 
loudest and most spectacular 
motor sport of all, pitting two 
cars and drivers against each 
other to see who will be first 
to cross a set finish line.

The race follows a 
short, straight course from 
a standing start over to a 
measured distance. 

The aim is to reach the 
finish line as quickly as 

possible. Generally, events 
use a knock-out format, with 
the winner of each round 
progressing to the next until 
the winner is declared. 

In many countries around 
the world, drag racing sport 
has taken the form of both 
illegal street racing and as a 
regulated motorsport. 

"The discipline is most 
popular in its American 
homeland but there is a 
thriving scene here in Africa 
and the rest of Europe too. 
In developing countries like 
Lesotho, ordinary to modified 
cars are allowed to race for 
money. Modified cars are 

determined by factors such as 
engine size, modifications and 
fuel type. 

"You can either modify 
a road car or you can buy a 
ready-prepared car and for 
competitive drag racing, your 
car has to be road worthy. 
Further details can be obtained 
through the organiser.

"The race depends on skill, 
timing, and having similarly 
defined cars lined up for a fair 
fight. The show is gaining 
some popularity, thanks to the 
number of drag race events the 
organisers have put up since 
they started," explains drag 
racer, Jeremea Teu. 
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General CrosswordsGeneral Crosswords

Last Week's Solution

Last Week's Solution

Question      (Answer next week)

So You Think You are Geneius

Sudoku Puzzle

12. Pilot's announcement, for short
13. Lulu
21. "Forget it!"
22. Intense anger
25. Small finch
26. Grammarian's concern
27. Speck in the ocean
29. In shape
30. "Just the opposite!"
31. Old-fashioned
32. Egyptian symbols of life
33. Yucatán natives
37. Chaired
38. Torment
39. Move to a new country

40. Hole in the head
42. Drunken
45. Buckeye
46. Is no longer
47. Small airships
48. Gravy ingredient
52. Jeweler's glass
53. Schlepper
54. Tarzan's transport
55. Give or take
56. Eager
57. Drivel
58. Bruin legend Bobby
59. Attorney F.     BaileyACROSS

1. Practice in the ring
5. Fleshy fruit
9. Small porch
14. Weak, as an excuse
15. Archaeological site
16. Civilian clothes
17. Milky-white gem
18. Kuwaiti, e.g.
19. Like draft beer
20. Goal oriented
23. Fancy tie
24. Oliver's request
25.   generis (unique)
28. Unscrupulousness
31. One of the Ewings on "Dallas"
34. Husk

35. Kind of agreement
36. Shrink
38. Trace
41. Kind of terrier
42. Teamster's rig
43. Fishing equipment
44. Sparring exercise
49. Feminine suffix
50. Sentry's cry
51. Kind of trip
54. Caller sign in
57. Salk's conquest
60. Red giant in the constellation 
Cetus
61. Cousin of a mandolin
62. Madison Square Garden, e.g.
63. Call to attention

64. Fencing sword
65. Primp
66. Loafer, e.g.
67. Cousin of a gull

DOWN
1. Neatnik's opposite
2.   New Guinea
3. Accumulate
4. Geological remnant
5. Roman magistrates
6. Yours and mine
7. Vaporous
8. As a whole
9. Preserved, in a way
10. Ditty
11. Frequently, in verse

Fill in all the squares in the 
grid so that each row, each 
column and each 3x3 square 
contain all the from 1-9

This is the Quick Sudoku for the 
solver in a hurr: target time, ten 
minutes.

Last Week's Answer

Using the BrainTracker grid below, how many words can you find? Each 

word must contain the central P and no letter can be used twice, however, 

the letters do not have to be connected. Proper nouns are not allowed, 

however, plurals are. There is at least one nine letter word. Excellent: 51 

words. Good: 40 words. Average: 30 words.

5-digit 
number

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

16842
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General Crosswords

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35

36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

Last Week's Solution

Last Week's Solution Last Week's Answer

Question      (Answer next week)

So You Think You are Geneius

Sudoku Puzzle

White, because he was at the north pole and saw a polar bear.

My bath has two taps and a plug hole. The cold tap on its own fills 
the bath in 12 minutes, the hot one in 5 minutes. The plug hole can 
drain the bath in 30 minutes with the taps off. How long will the 
bath take to fill if I leave both taps on with the plug left out?

Fill in all the squares in the 
grid so that each row, each 
column and each 3x3 square 
contain all the from 1-9

This is the Quick Sudoku for the 
solver in a hurr: target time, ten 
minutes.

Across
1.  Cut short
5.  Hindu deity
9.  Prophesy
14. Civil rights activist Parks
15.    the Terrible
16. Muddle
17. Greasy
18. Fodder holder
19. Kitchen light
20. Skull breadth ratio
23. Mideast leaders
24. Lip-  
25. Certain investment, for  
 short
28.  Numerical
31.  Outback runner
34. Golf ball props
35. Opening time, maybe
36. Gate

38.  Arm shield
41. Brilliantly colored fish
42. Trattoria order
43. "Are we there
  ?"
44. Retrogression
49. Bard's "before"
50. Shade of black
51. Milky gems
54.  Actualize
57.  Turning point
60. Curbside call
61. Brother of Cain
62. Parenthetical comment
63. Freudian topics
64. Cub Scout groups
65. Makeup problem
66. Landlord's due
67. Blackthorn fruit

Down
1. Gator's kin
2. France's longest river
3. Muhammad's religion
4. Heathen
5. Fiasco
6. Nefarious
7. Overnight cases
8. Nom de guerre
9. Appearance
10. Popular computer   
 operating system
11.    Friday
12. Roswell sighting
13. Same old, same old
21. Livid
22. Genetic stuff
25. In a cold manner
26. Hindu queen
27. It may be red

29. Egg warmer
30. Calligrapher's purchase
31. Lyric poem
32. Someone down in the  
 dumps
33. Grammar topic
37. Everyday article
38. Kind of part
39. Member of the AFL-CIO
40. Take over, in a way
42.  Superior or favorable  
 position

45. Fix
46. Wane
47. Line-up
48. Water nymphs
52. Record company
53. Kind of pad
54. Fountain order
55. Neurotransmission site
56. Ultimatum word
57.    de deux
58. Doctrine: Suffix
59. Contend (for)
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Be Car-Smart

Involved in a car accident? 
Here’s what to do…
It’s that time of the year when families 
and friends take a well-deserved break 
and head off to a holiday destination or 
to visit loved ones for the festive season. 
With international travel restricted for 
South Africans due to the latest COVID-19 
variant, many more of us will be travelling 
within the country, which means more 
passenger vehicles on the road in addition 
to the trucks, buses and taxis.

Being eager to reach your destination 
is no excuse to ignore the rules of the road 
- and this is especially important at this 
time of the year. Safety for yourself, your 
passengers and your vehicle should be the 
number one priority, but you also need to 
be alert and aware of the traffic around 
you on the road, pedestrians, particularly 
when you are driving through smaller 
towns and rural areas where animals or 
livestock could wander into the road. If 

you are a newly-licensed driver, it is even 
more important to make sure all your 
focus and concentration is on the road 
while you are behind the wheel.

To ensure you know what to do 
following an incident, WesBank offers the 
following advice and tips:

At the scene:
• Stop the car, switch on your hazard 

lights.
•  All vehicles involved in the collision 

need to remain at the scene.
• Place a safety triangle sign a fair 

distance behind your vehicle if it is 
safe to do so.

• If you are not injured, check on the 
other drivers and passengers – if 
someone is seriously injured, call an 
ambulance (remember that you can 
call 112 from any cellphone network in 

South Africa in an emergency: the call 
centre will connect you to an emergency 
service closest to you).

• If any of the vehicles’ passengers or 
pedestrians have been injured, or if 
there is damage to any property, it is 
road law in South Africa to remain at the 
scene until a SAPS vehicle arrives.

• Using the technology at hand, such as 
a smartphone, tablet or camera, record 
as much information as you can of the 
scene of the accident and take down 
notes or make a voice recording of 
everything you can remember about 
the cause and result of the accident, 
including the time, date and location.

• Once that is done, and you can do so, 
move the cars to the side of the road if 
they are obstructing the traffic flow - but 
only if it is safe to do so.

• Capture all the details of the other 
drivers and vehicles involved in the 
incident: names, contact numbers, 
vehicle details (make, model, colour), 
licence plate and drivers’ licence 
numbers and, most importantly, the 
insurance information of each driver.

• It is also useful to note the personal 
details of the passengers involved 
in the incident and any bystanders 
or eyewitnesses who observed the 

incident.
• If your vehicle is damaged, cannot be 

driven and requires towing, only use 
the towing service authorised by your 
insurance provider. If you don't have 
tow cover with your insurance company, 
request a quote from the tow truck 
driver before your vehicle is towed. 
Write down the name, contact details 
and vehicle registration number of the 
tow truck driver and find out where 
your car is being taken.

Reporting the accident:
• You might think recording some minute 

details is not necessary but all the 
information you have collated will be 
particularly useful when it comes to 
reporting the accident at a police station, 
and informing your vehicle insurance 
company, which should be done as soon 
as possible after the accident.

• The accident should be reported at a 
police station within 24 hours if they 
are not at the scene. Ensure you receive 
an Accident Report number if you are 
lodging an insurance or third-party 
claim.

• When informating your car insurance 
company, it is important to provide an 
accurate explanation. Be as honest as 

possible regarding what caused the 
accident and whose fault it was, plus any 
injuries to yourself and the damage to 
the vehicle. Providing false information 
may get you into trouble and result in 
the claim being rejected.

• When filling in the car insurance claim 
form, you will need to recall all the 
details of the accident, including the 
location, the weather, the road condition, 
potholes or a faulty traffic light, for 
example. You may be required to provide 
a sketch of the accident scene together 
with your description for both the police 
report and for insurance purposes.

• Repairs to your car:
• If the accident is the fault of another 

driver, the other party’s car insurance 
company is liable to cover the cost of 
repairs to your damaged vehicle once the 
claim has been received and approved.

• If the other driver is not insured, you 
or your vehicle insurance provider will 
have to cover the costs of the repairs to 
your car.

• This also applies if the accident was your 
fault, in which case you (if you don’t 
have vehicle insurance) or your vehicle 
insurance provider will be responsible 
for settling the costs of damages to the 
other party’s vehicle or property.

For everything Car in Lesotho

Toyota Motor Corporation unveils full 
global battery electric line-up
Toyota held a press briefing on its 
battery EV (BEV) strategies and 
revealed 16 Toyota and Lexus BEV 
models that it is readying for market 
launch, including the all-new Toyota 
bZ4X due next year.

During his presentation, 
President Akio Toyoda announced 
that the company is going to roll out 
30 BEV models and is anticipating 
sales of 3.5 million BEVs globally by 
2030. The Lexus brand aims to have 
BEVs account for 100% of the total 
sales in Europe, North America, and 
China by 2030.

Akio passionately talked about 
why and how Toyota has long 
invested in BEVs and other options 

for carbon neutrality.
“We aim to achieve global sales 

of 3.5 million battery EVs per year 
by 2030. Lexus aims to realise 
a full line-up of battery EVs in all 
vehicle segments by 2030 and to 
have battery EVs account for 100 
percent of its vehicle sales in Europe, 
North America, and China, totalling 1 
million units globally. And it aims for 
battery EVs to make up 100 percent 
of its global vehicles sales in 2035,” 
said Toyoda.

He explained that we are living 
in a diversified world and in an era 
in which it is hard to predict the 
future. “Therefore, it is difficult 
to make everyone happy with a 

one-size-fits-all option. That is why 
Toyota wants to prepare as many 
options as possible for our customers 
around the world. We believe that all 
electrified vehicles can be divided 
into two categories, depending on the 
energy that they use. One category 
is that of “carbon-reducing vehicles”. 
If the energy that powers vehicles 
is not clean, the use of an electrified 
vehicle, no matter what type it might 
be, would not result in zero CO2 
emissions.

“The other category is that of 
“carbon-neutral vehicles”. Vehicles 
in this category run on clean energy 
and achieve zero CO2 emissions 
in the whole process of their use. 

We at Toyota will do our utmost to 
realize such vehicles. The Toyota bZ 
means going ‘beyond Zero’. Freedom 
of movement and fun to drive for 
all. Our goal is not only to reduce 
CO2 emissions and other negative 
impacts to zero. Our goal goes 
beyond those,” says Toyoda.

The Toyota brand now offers 
more than 100 models of engine-
only vehicles, hybrid electric 
vehicles, plug-in hybrid electric 
vehicles, and fuel cell electric 
vehicles in more than 170 countries 
and regions. The Lexus brand has 
introduced more than 30 models of 
engine-only vehicles, hybrid electric 
vehicles, and plug-in hybrid electric 

vehicles in more than 90 countries 
and regions.

Toyoda says: “Furthermore, we 
will expand the options for carbon-
neutral vehicles by offering a full 
line-up of battery EVs. Specifically, 
we plan to roll out 30 battery EV 
models by 2030, globally offering 
a full line-up of battery EVs in 
the passenger and commercial 
segments.”

Toyota’s luxury arm, Lexus, is 
as important in this developmental 
trajectory. “Lexus has pursued 
unique styling and a unique driving 
signature, and, as a pioneer in hybrid 
electric technology, it has refined its 
electrification technology. And now, 
Lexus is embarking on a new chapter. 
This is the name of our electrification 
efforts here at Lexus. Extracting the 
full potential of the vehicle through 
electrification technology… That is 
what electrification means to Lexus.

“We will deliver a unique 
electrified Lexus that combines linear 
motor acceleration/deceleration, 
brake feeling and exhilarating 
handling to further pursue the joy 
of driving. In particular, we believe 
that the Battery EV will become the 
future symbol of Lexus as a model 
that most clearly expresses the 
evolution of the automobile brought 
about by electrification.”

Toyoda concluded that: “We 
believe that our accumulated 
experience is an asset that gives us 
a competitive edge. Going forward, 
we will increase our new investment 
in batteries from the 1.5 trillion 
yen announced in September to 2 
trillion yen, aiming to realise even 
more-advanced, high-quality, and 
affordable batteries.”
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Rabale humbled by 
heroine reception

Mehalalitoe captain, Boitumelo ‘Queen’ Rabale

SPORTS
MASERU - Mehalalitoe captain, 
Boitumelo ‘Queen’ Rabale 
was humbled by the heroine’s 
welcome she received upon her 
arrival in the country over the 
weekend following a successful 
first year with South Africa’s 
Mamelodi Sundowns Ladies.

The formidable striker was 
given a heroine’s reception by 
the Lesotho branch of Mamelodi 
Sundowns supporters at the 
Maseru border gate, which was 
later followed by a trendy lunch 
at the Fafatsa Restaurant in 
Qoaling.

Rabale inked her name in 
the history books of football 
in the Mountain Kingdom by 
becoming the first player to win 
a continental trophy after lifting 
the CAF Champions’ League with 
Mamelodi Sundowns Ladies.

“I must say, I was really 
surprised and humbled by 
the gesture from the Lesotho 
branch of Mamelodi Sundowns 
supporters,” she said.

“I have never experienced 
anything like that before and it 
made me realise that Basotho 
love and appreciate me a lot. 
That will surely push me to 
always give my best at all the 
time.”

The 25-year-old won a 
historic treble in her first year 
playing for the South African 
giants. They were crowned 
regional champions after 
conquering the CAF Women’ 
Champions League COSAFA 
qualifiers in September and with 
Rabale scoring a third goal in the 
3-0 win over the Black Rhino 
Queens of Zimbabwe in the final.

Sundowns went on to 
successfully defend their 
Hollywoodbets Super League 
title, which came just a week 
after they were crowned 
continental champions in Egypt.

 “I’m very excited with all the 
success in my first year at the 
club. It all looks like a dream. It’s 
been an unbelievable year for me 
and the club, especially with the 
CAF Champions league,” added 
Rabale.

“It comes with a lot of hard, 
discipline and dedication on 
what you do. That would be my 
message to young players that 
have dreams of making it big in 
football or sports.

“We face a lot of challenges 
like temptations to drugs and 
other things, which can really 
cut short our careers. I urge all 
the youngsters looking to make 
a name for themselves in sports 
to give it the respect it deserves,” 

she said.
Rabale’s career has attracted 

success throughout, having 
twice won the Sasol League 

National Championship during 
her time as the captain of 
Bloemfontein Celtic Ladies.

 She was also in 2020 

crowned the Junior College 
All-American and the National 
Women’s Player of the Year 
during a two-year stint 

with the Lewis and Clark 
Community College, where she 
was on a football and academic 
scholarship.
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We must 
respect 
football 
- Makha 

Likuena star midfielder, Tumelo Makha

MASERU - Likuena star 
midfielder, Tumelo Makha 
says playing for South 
African First Division 
Side, Tshakhuma Tsha 
Madzivhahandila (TTM) in a 
professional set up has made 
him change his attitude 
towards football.

Makha had built a 
reputation as one of the bad 
boys of Lesotho football 
during his time at Lioli 
despite his immense talent.

He became a hot 
property after impressive 
displays for Lioli, which 
also earned him a call up to 
Likuena to eventually play at 
the COSAFA Cup in July.

The lanky midfielder 
was said to have also 
attracted Sekhukhune FC, 
where former Likuena Head 
Coach, Thabo Senong is 
the Assistant Coach and 
Swallows FC before settling 
for the Limpopo-based outfit. 

“It was very difficult for 
me at the start joining a new 
club, where I did not know 
anyone and with people of 
different tribes speaking 
different languages,” Makha 
said.

“You have to adapt 
quickly to be part of team 
and do the work on the field 
of play, which was never a 
problem for me.

“Coming here and 
having to establish myself 
compared to what I had at 
Lioli, where I was one of the 
star players was a challenge 
by itself.”

The talented footballer, 
who is currently back at 
home for the Christmas 
holidays feels that moving 
to South Africa to play for 
TTM is preparing him for 

greater things in the future.
“Like I said, joining a new 

club is never easy especially 
in a foreign country, but it’s 
a challenge I’m embracing 
with both hands,” the 
Likuena playmaker said. 

“I love it and I am 
working hard at all times 
to ensure that I make an 
impact. Luckily for me I hit 
the ground running and have 
been involved in almost all 
the matches since I joined 
the club.

“The only games I 
missed were when I was still 
waiting for my work permit. 
You never know who is 
watching in every match and 
it is important to give it your 
best in every game because 
my goal is to move to the 
Premier Soccer League,” he 
said.

The player, who won 
his first cap for Likuena in 
a friendly match against 
Mozambique in June, 
admitted that playing in 
South Africa comes with 
better financial benefits as 
well.

Adds Makha: “I know 
where I come from and the 
importance of handling my 
finances well to look after 
my family.

“Our last match was in 
Cape Town and it was my 
first time being on a plane. I 
returned home by plane and 
this is all happening through 
a career in football. 

“I respect football. We 
must always respect football 
because it is changing 
people’s lives every day. 
Coming here has shown 
me that football gets a lot 
of respect because it does 
wonders for people.”
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Likuena in 2000
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Kaizer Motaung’s exceptional journey

Kaizer Motaung’s journey has 
been a fascinating one, starting 
with his first team debut as a 
16-year-old to founding Kaizer 
Chiefs and turning it into South 
Africa’s most successful club.

Motaung was born on October 
16, 1944 and grew up in Phefeni, 
Soweto. He loved soccer from an 
early age and proved to be very 
talented. 

He made his debut for Orlando 
Pirates’ first team at the age of 16. 
This made the inside left footed 
player the youngest footballer 
to play for the Buccaneers in the 
South African Soccer League.

Some older players in the 
Buccaneers squad felt that 
Motaung was too young, including 
Eric ‘Scara’ Sono, the team’s big 
star at the time. But the young 
striker continued to impress 
with his speed and his excellent 
dribbling skill. He had a powerful 
shot in his left-foot, scoring 
numerous goals, often from long 
range. The youngster was also 
known to work for hours and 
hours extra to improve his game 
on the dusty pitches in Soweto.

There was, however, one other 
problem – Motaung was still at 
Orlando High and the principal 
insisted he play for the school side 
instead of the Buccaneers. That’s 
when the 16-year-old decided to 
leave school. He joined Pirates 
full-time and, as they say, the rest 
is history. Soon the youngster 
won over even his fiercest critics 
and collected nicknames such as 
Chincha Guluva (the man with the 
quick feet) and King Kaizer.

“I’m surprised that people 
don’t talk much about the SA 
Soccer League,” Motaung 
reflected once.

“The League functioned 
during the height of apartheid, 
but we played non-racial football. 
There were players of all colours.”

This started to change in 1963 
when the apartheid system got 
their tentacles more and more into 
sports, with Pirates often being 
accused by the authorities of 
fielding ‘coloureds’.

Motaung, considered as 
the best player in South Africa 
in the sixties, formed a lethal 
combination with Percy ‘Chippa’ 
Moloi. Rashid ‘Dynamite’ Khan 
was a prolific goal scoring striker 
at the time but he was not black 
and had to leave Bucs because of 
apartheid.

In 1968, Motaung was 
recruited to participate in trials by 
former West Ham United player 
Phil Woosman, who managed 
Atlanta Chiefs in the recently 
formed North American Soccer 
League (NASL) in the United 
States. The trials were held in 
Zambia.

Motaung passed the trials 
with flying colours and made 
his debut for Atlanta Chiefs in 

a friendly against England’s 
Manchester City as a substitute, 
scoring twice. The South African 
ended the season being voted 
NASL Rookie of The Year. Atlanta 
Chiefs were crowned champions 
that year, beating San Diego Toros 
over two legs in the final. Motaung 
scored the third goal in the 3-0 
win in the second leg (the first had 
finished in a goalless draw).

The following season, ‘Big 
Boy’, as the South African was 
soon nicknamed in America, 
scored 16 goals in 16 matches, 
becoming the top goal scorer in 
the league. The speedy forward 
was also voted onto the NASL All-
Star Team.

Meanwhile, Motaung’s 
former club Orlando Pirates was 
suffering internal problems and 
team manager Ewert Nene and 
three players were expelled. After 
Atlanta Chiefs finished the 1969 
season, Motaung returned home 
and tried to resolve the impasse. 
He was, however, unsuccessful. 
Out of these circumstances, the 
Kaizer XI was formed in late 1969.

Kaizer’s XI played numerous 
friendlies, fielding a fantastic 
team with players like Vincent 
‘Tantie’ Julius, Jackie Masike, 
Herman ‘Pelé’ Blaschke, Patrick 
‘Ace’ Ntsoelengoe and the three 
former Pirates players, who were 
expelled.

The positive response from 
the supporters made Motaung 
consider setting up his own 
club, using the lessons learnt 
from the United States. Above 
all, he thought, it should be a 
professionally run club with 
players getting paid the money 
they were promised. That might 
sound normal these days, but at 
the time most South African club 
bosses said one thing and did the 
opposite. Not Motaung, his word is 
his word. That’s how Kaizer Chiefs 
came into existence on January 
7, 1970.

The first years of Chiefs were 
not easy. There were many who 
didn’t want the rookies to succeed. 
But most of the original players 
believed in Motaung’s vision of 
founding a club that would be run 
professionally.

With the help of various 
business partners and some 
personal capital, the club soon 
became a force to be reckoned 
with, winning the first league title 
in 1974. Motaung contributed to 
the victory with 13 league goals, 
despite having missed most of 
the season, playing for Denver 
Dynamos in the NASL.

After a successful career 
in the United States, Motaung 
returned home permanently in 
1975 to continue playing for, and 
run, the club that he had started 
five years earlier. However, 
he hung up his soccer boots a 
year later to concentrate fully 

on guiding Chiefs to become the 
dominant force in South African 
football it is today.

Motaung’s contributions to 
soccer have extended beyond 
Chiefs and beyond South Africa. For 
example, he served on both National 
Soccer League (NSL) and the 
South African Football Association 
(SAFA) executive committees. He 
was a member of the 2006 and 
2010 South African World Cup Bid 
Committees. He also became part 
of the Local Organising Committee 
(LOC) established to oversee the 
2010 World Cup, an event which 
was regarded as one of the most 
successfully organised World Cups 
ever.

Motaung was instrumental 
in setting up the South African 
Premier Soccer League (PSL), 
founded in 1995. This helped greatly 
in bringing more sponsors and 
money into the local game. Motaung 
still serves on the NSL Executive 

From player to South Africa’s 
most successful club boss

Committee.
Since its foundation in 1970, 

Kaizer Chiefs chairman Motaung 
guided his club to 68 official trophies 
and more than 90 trophies in total.

Winning so many trophies since 
Chiefs’ founding is certainly not a 

result of being lucky a few times. 
Instead, the club’s success is the 
result of hard work based on a vision 
to continuously improve and to do 
things better than the opponents. Or, 
as Kaizer Motaung often says: “Luck 
is a by-product of hard work.”

A young Kaizer Motaung and Brazilian soccer legend, Pele


