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+266 5710 2053
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FastFACTS
You can go on a safari in Sri Lanka

LEWA approves water tariff increase

Kenya isn’t the only safari experience — there’s another
place closer to home that’s half the price with its own
set of amazing wildlife! Less than four hours away, in
charming Sri Lanka, is Asia’s very own Safari. On the
open plains of Yala National Park, you’ll spot elephants,
leopards, and even aquatic birds! Or visit Wilpattu
National Park to see axis deer and sloth bears!
The best time to visit would be between March and
October — water levels are lower and you’ll see more
animals come out to drink. Another cool fact about Sri
Lanka is the annual sightings of migrating Blue Whales!
Between December to April, witness the biggest animals
in the world feed on krill in the Southern Coast.
The whales usually hang out in the waters by Mirissa.
You’ll pass the town on the way to Yala National Park,
so why not pop in for some whale watching before your
safari adventure!

everyday
www.maserumetro.com

• Fannie Masemola is SA’s new police chief
• Operation Dudula vows to continue

BORN ON THIS DAY
April 7
1915 - Billie Holiday, Philadelphia Jazz legend who had
a tumultuous childhood and ended up in prison due to
prostitution. Upon her release, at 14, she started singing
using her pseudonym and performed at sold-out Carnegie
Hall shows
1939 - Francis Ford Coppola, American filmmaker,
widely regarded as one of the greatest filmmakers
ever. Coppola was a prominent figure in the Hollywood
Renaissance filmmaking movement of the 1960’s and 1970’s
1954 - Jackie Chan, Chinese martial artist, actor, film
director, screenwriter and singer and is known for his
acrobatic fighting style, comic timing and innovative stunts
in his films, which he performs himself
1964 - Russell Crowe, American film producer, active in
the film industry for over 35 years, Russell Crowe is also an
actor, film director, and musician
1974 - William Wordsworth, English poet William
Wordsworth, along with Samuel Taylor Coleridge,
released Lyrical Ballads in 1998, which set the tone for
the Romantic Age of English Literature

BUSISIWE TJEKOA

considered included the issue of its sustainability and to
provide quality services,” Mr Mosito also said.
“The approved requirement is meant to make sure
that WASCO charges appropriate tariffs to collect enough
revenue to enable reliable and efficient operations at
affordable rates.”
Mr Mosito noted that the revenue requirement for
the utility would be enough to cater for the payment of
electricity, replacement of infrastructure and carrying out
of network maintenance essential for reliable supply of
quality water services.
WASCO’s non-revenue water is currently at 56
percent and the company is expected to reduce it to 46
percent in order to reduce costs and increase connections.
Acting CEO of WASCO Thejane Thejane said water
losses through leakages such as those in town would soon
be history.
“In the meantime, there’s a van roaming in town
during the weekends to ensure there is no water
overflowing,” Mr Thejane said.

MASERU – The Lesotho Electricity and Water Authority
(LEWA) has approved a request by the Water and
Sewerage Company (WASCO) to increase water tariffs by
5.67 percent beginning April 1.
LEWA held a conference on Thursday in Maseru to
address the nation on an increase in water bill.
The chairperson of the body, Relebohile Mosito told
the media last week that the water utility would only be
allowed to raise M215.61 million against M296.2 million
required by WASCO for water production and distribution
business.
He said connection fees would remain unchanged,
adding that the board’s decisions were based on
affordability and sustainability on the part of the
consumers and utility.
“On the part of consumers, job losses, impact of
COVID 19, high rate of unemployment and inflation were
taken into consideration, while on utility the factors

On This Day in

History
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Seutloali gears for Paris Olympics
KABELO MASOABI
LERIBE – Top marathoner, Khoarahlane Seutloali who
made his maiden appearance at the Olympic Games
in 2020, is currently preparing for the 2022 Paris
Olympics slated for July 26 – August 11 in France. As
part of his preparation for the major global event, the
Storm Mountain Diamonds (Kao Mine) has awarded the
30-year-old long-distance runner sponsorship to the
tune of M200 000. Seutloali and his marathoner wife,
’Neheng Khathala represented Lesotho at the Tokyo
2020 Summer Olympics in Japan. Seutloali completed
the race on position 67 out of 106 contestants while
Khatala finished 20th out of 88 contenders in the women’s
category. Handing over the sponsorship to the athlete on
March 28, the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Storm
Mountain Diamonds, Mohale Ralikariki said the mine also
sponsored Seutloali during the Tokyo Olympics.
“The initial sponsorship is worth M200 000 and is
meant to assist the athlete in meeting his training needs,
attending preparatory marathons and taking care of his

daily needs," he said.
Ralikariki went on to say, "This is all done in
preparation for the Paris Olympics and we believe that
through this sponsorship, Mr Seutloali will be able to
focus his energy and attention to his training and qualify
for the Paris Olympics. The rest of the sponsorship shall
be disbursed at a later stage."
Present at the awarding ceremony were the
chairperson of the Federation of Athletics Lesotho,
Tseliso Pheta, Lesotho National Olympics Chairperson,
Tlali Rampoona, the Minister of Mining Serialong Qoo
and his Gender, Youth, Sports and Recreation counterpart,
Likeleli Tampane. The running couple’s local coach,
Chaplin Mpomane said preparation before a race is crucial
to any athlete.
“Preparation is the main factor that determines an
athlete’s performance during competition. We have to
change our mindset and stop the tendency of always
blaming the athletes whenever they perform poorly
without looking at the contribution made by sports
administrators.

Quotes & Quips!

“The support by the EU (European Union) injects a crucial
momentum into the drive to reach this year’s 70% target
vaccination amongst the population and protect them from the
adverse impacts of this virus,”
says Dr Matshidiso Moeti, the World Health Organisation (WHO) Regional
Director for Africa on WHO and partners’ redoubled eﬀorts to give everyone
the opportunity to get vaccinated for COVID-19

April 7
U.S.A. ‘South Pacific’
On April 7, 1949, Rodgers and Hammerstein debut
their hit musical ‘South Pacific’ on Broadway. The
production continues to be a favorite among high school
and community theater groups today. Some of the
best loved songs from the musical include "Bali Ha'i,"
‘Some Enchanted Evening,’ ‘Younger than Springtime,’
‘A Wonderful Guy’ The partnership of Rodgers and
Hammerstein created some of the most well-known
musicals in modern history working as a team with music
by Richard Rodgers and lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II
and included Carousel South Pacific The King And I The
Sound Of Music.

ALL JOKES
ASIDE
Two guys are walking through a game park & they come
across a lion that has not eaten for days. The lion starts
chasing the two men. They run as fast as they can and the
one guy starts getting tired and decides to say a prayer,
"Please turn this lion into a Christian, Lord." He looks to
see if the lion is still chasing and he sees the lion on its
knees. Happy to see his prayer answered, he turns around
and heads towards the lion. As he comes closer to the
lion, he hears the it saying a prayer: "Thank you Lord for
the food I am about to receive."

If it matters to you, it matters to us.

Send an email with your contact details
and phone number to:
editor@maserumetro.com or
WhatsApp on 266 62 005494.
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(How Lesotho’s Loti fared against
world major currencies this week)
Loti/SDR

Special Drawing Right (SDR)

19.97

Loti/Dollar

United States (US$)

14.66

Loti/Rands

South African (ZAR)

1.00

Loti/Euro

European Union (€)

Loti/Yuan

Chinese (¥)

2.30

Loti/Yen

Japanese (¥)

0.12

Loti/Pound Sterling

British (£)

15.99

19.17

STOCKS
S&P500

4,464.48

NASDAQ100

14,466.25

Nikkei225

27,350.30

Dow Jones30

34,368.67

FTSE 100

7,550.40

JSE

74,272 .00

Hang Seng

22,062.38

COMMODITIES (Rates in Us Dollars)
Gold p/ounce

1,925.26
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Lesotho to
sign M4.5
billion US
grant
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AGRICULTURE

ENERGY (Rates in Maloti/Rands)

(Rates in Maloti/Rands)

Platinum p/ounce

958.29

Silver p/ounce

24.48

Maize Meal p/kg

M7.00

Eggs p/tray

M45.00

4.77

Wheat Meal p/kg

M10.00

Milk (fresh) p/litre

M16.00

Cabbage p/kg

M14.00

Milk (sour) p/litre

M20.00

Potatoes p/kg

M10.50

Rice p/kg

M30.00

Brown Bread p/loaf

M10.00

White Sugar p/kg

M22.00

Copper p/ounce
Brent Oil p/barrel

106.73

EQUITIES

Newspapers
Pamphlets
Directories
Newsletters

White Bread p/loaf

M11.00

Brown Sugar p/kg

M25.00

Bonds

18.44

Soghum Meal p/kg

M25.00

Beef p/kg

M85.00

Treasury Bills

3.67

Brown Beans p/kg

M30.00

Mutton p/kg

M90.00

Interest Rates

91

Tomato p/kg

M15.00

Petrol Unleaded 93 p/litre
Unleaded 95 p/litre

M18.40
M18.55

Diesel 50PPm p/litre

M18.85

Paraffin p/litre

M13.90

Water (Domestic) p/litre
Water (Industrial) p/litre
Electricity (Domestic) p/unit
Electricity (Industrial) p/unit
Gas p/kg

M5.53
M15.03
M1.38
M0.26
M20.00

LRA exceeds revenue target
NEO SENOKO

business@maserumetro.com
MASERU – Lesotho Revenue Authority
(LRA) has defied the odds, exceeding the
revenue target with a surplus of M638
million, collecting M7.3 billion against the
set target of M6.6 billion.
The LRA revealed on Wednesday
during the announcement of revenue
collection outcome for the fiscal year
2021/22 which ended in March that this
was achieved despite a muted economic
period due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Out of all the 12 months, we exceeded
the target for nine months,” said the LRA
Commissioner General, Thabo Khasipe
during the launch of the new filing season
on the same day.
“We only failed to meet the target in
September, October and February. Income
tax was more resilient against the target
and most of its collection comes from
employees followed by Corporate Income
Tax.”
The Minister of Finance, Thabo
Sophonea commended the LRA for a
sterling performance despite the ailing
economic environment that is still on the
path of recovery.
“LRA cannot be successful in its work
without the cooperation of the tax paying
community,” he said.
“The moral obligation of paying taxes
stems from the virtue of commutative
justice which is the presumed social
contract between the state and the
citizens.
“It is therefore important to adhere
to the principles of fair tax system which
amongst others, include transparency,
equity, simplicity, and efficiency.

…as it collects M7.3 billion

LRA Commissioner General Thabo Khasipe, Minister of Finance Thabo Sophonea and Chairman of LRA board, Robert
Likhang
Alongside their mandate of revenue collection,
belief that it can be met.
innovation and collaboration.
LRA remains committed to the practice of these
LRA board chairman, Robert Likhang
“At the same time, there has never been a
principles.”
believes the target can be achieved through the
greater imperative to embrace technology to
Mr Sophonea said it was through taxes that
use of technology and more collaboration.
counter the downward pressures on the macrothe government was able to pay old age pensions,
“LRA aspires to collect over M billion in
economy in order to maximize efficiencies and
build schools and hospitals, pay salaries of
the period 2022/23 as directed by the finance
reconfigure our solutions,” he said.
civil servants, provide clean potable water,
ministry,” he said.
He added that within the next few years,
provide electricity, build roads and a myriad of
“This target is premised on among other
the LRA planned to adopt modern technologies
other public services. Despite the challenging
things, the phenomenal impact that digital
to support revenue mobilisation strategies.
economic conditions overshadowed by
technology is having on businesses around the
The authority is focusing on the acquisition,
COVID-19 pandemic, the LRA has been directed
world, which is creating exciting and viable new
utilisation and maintenance of contemporary
to collect a combined revenue target of M8.6
opportunities for business and hence revenue
technologies including systems automation,
billion for the financial year 2022/23 financial
growth.”
adoption of block-chain based technology,
year. While the new target has been described as
However, Mr Likhang said capitalising on
Artificial intelligence (AI), machine learning and
a big challenge by the authority, there is a strong
this opportunity required a strong focus on
data mining.
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Lesotho to sign M4.5 billion US grant
The compact will spur private sector growth by increasing workforce productivity
The implementation is planned for 2023 until 2028

NEO SENOKO
business@maserumetro.com

MASERU – Lesotho will sign the second
compact of the US-Millennium Challenge
Corporation (MCC) in May this year,
following the approval of US$300 million
(M4.5 billion) by the MCC board.
During its quarterly meeting in March,
the US MCC board of directors voted to
approve a five-year grant that previously
was spent to build clinics, roads and water
supply amongst others.
The second compact consists of three
projects comprising Health Systems
Strengthening (HSS), the Market Driven
Irrigated Horticulture (MDIH) Project
as well as the Business Environment and
Technical Assistance (BETA) Project.
“The country’s second compact
programme will advance economic growth
and poverty reduction by addressing the
root cause of the constraint of ineffective
policy planning, coordination and
execution across three key sectors of
health, agriculture and access to finance,”
said government of Lesotho press attaché
to the Prime Minister Buta Moseme this
week.
He said the compact would spur private
sector growth by increasing workforce
productivity through improved health,
investment in the emerging horticulture
and the creation of a viable private
business.
“It will provide technical assistance,
incubation and acceleration services and
access to finance,” said Mr Moseme.
“The compact investment is
also designed to target structurally
disadvantaged population, particularly the
poor, women and youth.”
Through the grant, Mr Moseme said
the government and MCC expected a
stronger, more robust and organised

A local farmer spraying pesticide on his crops

private sector for an effective and efficient
supply of goods and services.
“In turn, a more effective and efficient
government can also provide the public

with the goods and services necessary
to stimulate and sustain private-sector
led, poverty-reducing growth and job
creation,” he added.

MOLAO OA MOBU 2010

TSEBISO!!
HO BATHO BOHLE BA AMEHANG
Mona ho etsoa tsebiso hore Molula-Setulo oa Lekhotla la Teropo la Berea teropong ea Teyateyaneng o
fumane molaetsa o latelang malebana le mobu o neng o sebelisoa ke mofu ea latelang:
LEBITSO LETSATSI LA SEBAKA SA NOMORO Mofuta oa LEBITSO LA KHETHO EA
LA MOFU
LEFU
MOBU
EA SETS’A
Mobu
MOJALEFA MOJALEFA E
ENTSOE KE
Fotle Lefatle 21st March,
Ha Ntjabane
Bolulo
Lipholo Lefatle
Lelapa
1987
Mamolibeli
Lefatle

10th July, 2009

Ha Ntjabane

-

Ts’imo

Lelapa

teng li etsoa ho mang kapa mang ea hanyetsang hore mojalefa ea boletsoeng ha se eena ea nang le
litokelo mobung ona, ba li etse ka mongolo ‘me li tlisoe ofising ea mongoli oa Lekhotla, BEREA URBAN
COUNCIL, PRIVATE BAG 028, BEREA 200. Lipelaelo le likhanyetso li finyelle pele libeke tse ts’eletseng
(6) li fela ho tloha mohla letsatsi la tsebiso ena.

Government has expressed satisfaction
in partnering with MCC under the compact
programme that supports building the
country’s institutions.
Through reforms, the compact
strengthens government to provide
efficient and effective public goods and
services such as health, education, roads
and electricity.
MCC re-selected Lesotho as eligible for
a second compact back in 2017 with the
signing of the compact scheduled for this
year, while the implementation is planned
for 2023 until 2028.
Created by the US Congress in January
2004, the MCC is an agency committed
to reducing poverty through economic
growth.
MCC is changing the conversation
on how best to deliver smart US foreign
assistance by focusing on good policies,
country ownership and results.
In its first compact with Lesotho
completed in 2013, MCC invested
$362.5 million (M5.4 billion) to increase
economic growth and reduce poverty by
improving water supply, increasing access
to essential health services and removing
barriers to private sector investment.
The compact has rehabilitated over
140 clinics and outpatient departments,
2 300 households water connections
and construction of the Metolong Water
Treatment Plant as well as independent or
joint land titles of over 17 000 women.
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Made in Liqhobong
Lesotho Co-op
to
open
first
store
Mine resumes operations

BUTHA-BUTHE – The
reopening of the Liqhobong
Diamond Mine will add value
KABELO
MASOABI
to the economy
of Lesotho as
the government is in fear of the
MASERU
The Made-in-Lesotho
shrinking–revenue
pool due to the Cooperative
(MILCO)
has
received
M101 000
COVID-19 pandemic, aDeputy
Primedonation
from
STANLIB
Lesotho
to set up business at
Minister
Mathibeli
Mokhothu
Sefika
Complex.
says.Shopping
He made the
comments
MILCO
is
the
first the
of its
on Thursday during
offikind
cial chain store
in Lesotho
that
sells
only made
in Lesotho
reopening
of the
Liqhobong
Mining
products
or
services
in
all
districts
Development Company in Butha of the
country
is after
registered
undermine
the small
Buthe.and
This,
the diamond
businesses
ministry.
was shut down two years ago due
Managerpandemic
at STANLIB
toAsset
the COVID-19
that Lesotho,
Bokang
Mokoma
said
it
aspired
to become
affected the company’s operations.
an asset
manager
whose
relevance
could
Mr Mokhothu said by
only
be judged
its will
impactful
assistance to
December,
theby
mine
be in full
communities
in Lesotho.
operation with
plans to engage
“We
are
happy
to partner
with institutions
almost 300 workers
apart from
such
as the
National
of Lesotho
those
employed
on University
a contractual
Innovation
Hub
(NIH)
that
has
incubated
basis.
MILCO,
curb
theonhigh
Hetrying
laudedtothe
mine
the unemployment
rate
in
Lesotho,"
said
Mokoma.
good relationship it has with the
MILCO was
established
by athe
number of
Liqhobong
community,
saying
Basotho
who
produce
products
and
affiliation is a pillar on which the services
in Lesotho
have not been fully been
mine willbut
stand.
recognised.
“It is crucial for the mine to
Oganiser,
’Makoena
Lesiea said a lot
maintain
a healthy
relationship
of Basotho
already
produced
with the community around good
it,” hequality
products
but
lacked
market
exposure
among
REOPENED: The Liqhobong Diamond Mine in Butha-Buthe
added. Commenting on the issue
high competition.
of social corporate responsibility,
“Therefore, the cooperative is aimed at He said the mine should develop
Speaking at the same occasion,
opened in the country.
communities,” he said.”
the DPM said it is essential, adding
showcasing Basotho products to the market
the Minister of Mining, Serialong Qoo
Echoing similar sentiments,
For his part, the Chief Executive
that if it is not explained thoroughly a Mining Development Fund which
all the while enhancing and adding valuewill
to entail awarding scholarships
said as the mine resumes duties, it
Member of Parliament for Motete
Officer of Liqhobong Mining
there will be misunderstandings.
them,” she also said.
to at least five students every year
will pay royalty points and ground
constituency, Tumahole Lerafa said
Development Company, Paul Bosman
He urged the Ministry of Mining
STANBIL
Lesotho
extends rent
a helping
hand
to MILCO
“We will assist Basotho by ensuringfrom
that communities
around
the mine,
to mention
a few
while it looks
the reopening of the mine is a major
said most of the employees are back at
to work with the mine on the
their products reach the market while advising
into settling its debts first.
economic development, adding that
their work stations and ready to start
employment policy, saying the first who will study in fields such as
cosmetics, clothing, shoes, hair products,
The donation comes at a time MILCO
Lesotho borders.
for production of quality and standardisation
engineering, water related courses
He said the investors will ensure
its closure had caused a huge knock
work.
100 employees should be drawn
building materials, music, mobile
members have individually been raising
MILCO will comprise a physical store, an
for consumers,” Ms Lesiea said.
and wool and mohair to mention a few. that the operations are running
on Lesotho’s economy.
He said the workers have already
from communities around the mine
money, music, books, bedding, furniture,
funds every month to build up the first pop-up
online store and a wholesaler.
Producers, she added would also be
“Those children will come back
smoothly first before they start
“They are going to complete
received their COVID-19 jabs, hopeful
with the rest from other parts of
kitchenware, heating tools, towels, will be
store.
MILCO enthusiast, Beata Matasane said:
assisted with branding, packaging and to develop the
community after they
investing. Mr Qoo promised that by
whatever they were engaged in,
that will help keep the disease away
Butha Buthe and the rest of the
catered for according to Ms Lesiea.
The first store will be established at
"Sefika Complex is a perfect location for
laboratory testing at NUL, where there are
complete their studies,” he said.
December, two more mines will be
such as finishing the homes for local
from the mine. LeNA
country.
“The only condition is that they must be
Sefika Shopping Complex in Maseru and later
MILCO. It sits right at the centre of Maseru
qualified technicians for such purposes.
made in Lesotho,” she added.
in other districts before expanding outside the
and that makes it accessible to everyone."
All products including foodstuffs,

...as Stanlib Lesotho donates M101 000
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When will fuel costs go down?

Where is the report on NACOSEC money?

Wet winter spells bad news for farmers

The Editor,
Petrol and diesel prices have reached an all-time high, worsened
by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. When will the fuel costs ever go
down again? Filling up our cars has never been so expensive as
petrol and diesel have risen in the last month alone.
With their increased prices, we as customers are growing
concerned over increasing living costs, especially after recent
sanctions were imposed on Russia over the invasion of Ukraine.
So why is petrol so expensive at the moment? And when
will it go down? We take a look at all the details surrounding the
growing fuel costs. The costs of living, alongside increasing
petrol and diesel prices, have been a huge concern for Basotho
now.
It comes as no surprise that fuel duty brings in a huge
amount of money for the government. Price increases began
at the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic as the demand for
energy rose, and now, following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. It
seems like we live to pay for petrol and diesel now.
Reentseng Mohloai
Lithabaneng, Ha Keiso, Maseru

The Editor,
Cabinet took the decision to disband NACOSEC and it should
be expected that NACOSEC will now handover all its duties to
the Ministry of Health.
While we believe that Covid-19 is no longer an emergency,
and that the positivity rate is low, the question is: Did we even
have Covid-19 in the first place?
If indeed Covid-19 existed, what makes us believe it’s all
over now? In my view, Covid-19 was never an emergency,
and NACOSEC was there solely to serve the interests of
government authorities.
There was never transparency about the monies
channeled to NACOSEC and I’m sure the beneficiaries are
worried sick now that the drinking hole has dried up.
So now that NACOSEC is disbanded, are we going to get
any report for the period it was formed up to now as a matter
of principle?
We want to know how much money was used to fight
the Covid-19 pandemic. We also want to know how much the
country is left with before handover to the ministry.
Lipuo ’Musi
Masianokeng, Maseru

The Editor,
One of the most difficult autumns in memory for arable land is
causing widespread disruption to fieldwork and rotations. It’s
threatening to put a giant dent this year on crop performance and
profitability.
Experts predict it could take the worst affected farms two
years to get back on track after flooding and waterlogging hit
parts of the Lesotho.
With yield potential and soil structure already damaged, the
knock-on effects on farm cash-flow and budgets as well as mental
health are being highlighted by farming groups and charities that
next autumn could be a difficult period.
We are going to need a very favourable spring and summer
to ease the situation. There are both short-term and long-term
concerns from such prolonged and heavy rainfall. Fertilisers and
seed stores might be full of products which can’t be used.
’Malijeng Moshe
Pitseng, Leribe

Speak OUT! Your opinions matter. This page is dedicated to those who wish to express their views.
EDITOR'S NOTE

Thinking About the Next Level of Peace and Prosperity
Revenue collection food for Beyond the NRA
thought

It is remarkable how the Lesotho Revenue Authority (LRA) has broken its
last performance amidst growing pessimism brought about by the Covid-19
pandemic. Domestic revenue performance driven by stable personal income
tax revenues, VAT, and water royalties, all indicate how milestones could be
achieved with the limited resource base.
It is imperative that everyone pays their dues to broaden the tax base,
improve tax administration, and increase compliance if all opportunities are to
be exploited to maximize resources.
For a while, we have been worried over volatility and falling Southern
African Customs Union (SACU) transfers and the recent performance by the tax
collector gives us renewed hope.
The enactment of the VAT Amendment Bill this week has also marked
strides made by our legislators to maintain the integrity of existing taxes and
strengthening the tax system to guard against international tax avoidance.
While it should develop a reform plan for improved revenue administration,
it should also revive a stagnating economy estimated to have contracted by
almost 10 percent since 2016.
Latest developments point to a government-driven growth model, which
should be pursued further for sustainable and inclusive growth in concert with
the private sector. A bloated government expenditure in paying civil servants
still constrains fiscal policy objectives but a robust private-led economy with
grants such as the US Millennium Challenge Corporation should fill holes in
public financial management.
The high unemployment figures, which also contribute to persistent high
public expenditures with transfers to hand-outs, have hampered efforts aimed at
growing the economy.
A sterling LRA’s performance can only inspire private-sector players such
as banks and other money lenders to ease barriers to accessing finance and
financial intermediation to rekindle business activity.
It cannot be overemphasised that the largely foreign-owned banking sector
is well capitalised and liquid but plays a limited role in intermediating credit,
particularly to micro, small and medium-sized enterprises.
While corruption coupled with government arrears create liquidity
shortages, the tax reforms have come at the right time to improve the business
environment, high credit and setup costs.
In a country facing all sorts of unemployment from structural to
underemployment, lack of skills and limited financial education, we hope
other accompanying legal frameworks will further cement a healthy business
environment for varied revenue sources.
Ahead of the 2022 general elections, a significant percentage of the
revenue collection will be channelled to drive the political campaigns and
election process, and we just hope democracy will prevail.
Otherwise, on-going fraud cases pursued by government against its
employees highlight the commitment towards law enforcement and the power
of the justice system. An uproar over government’s deficit with spending
supported through growing domestic and external loans, arrears, and a
drawdown of government deposits, should also not be ignored.
Legislators voted into power with the expectation that they will improve
the standard of living, should not disappoint but work harder to creating a better
Lesotho for all that live in it.
The Russia/Ukraine war has raised commodity prices such that the poor
are already feeling the pinch of the skyrocketing fuel prices and we all look
forward to a truce, peace and stability in the whole world.
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...Reviving our second mother-tongue state of the implementation of
the Lesotho national reforms
It is only proper that we begin this presentation by noting that, for
reforms is a long term process whose future should be carefully
various reasons, the phase of reforms that we are getting into will
thought-out”. This presentation alerts us that reforms are actually
not be easy at all. We are charged with thinking about the future
an arduous long term process whose future should be throughout
of the Lesotho National Reforms beyond the life of the NRA, about
with utmost care and sensitivity. Just how we carry it out could
moving Lesotho to a new level of peace and prosperity.
have very far-reaching outcomes for this nation and its future.
The thinking can only be meaningful when it is contextProcesses that sustain quality peace and resilience are
specific and accounts for how
processes that sustain
our unconscious brain processes
prosperity. The concept paper
interact with conscious awareness
to this forum indicates that
to shape our behavior, habits,
the NRA decided on a tiered
SUSTAINING QUALITY
actions, and outcomes.
approach and emphasized
This presentation goes beyond
addressing Constitutional
PEACE & RESILIENCE
just sharing thoughts. It also
Amendments as a leading threat
proposes how to turn the thoughts
for Legislative, Policy and
BY MAFOLE SEMATLANE
into reality.
Regulatory Reform decisions.
It illustrates and discusses our
It would have been expected
deteriorating economic, political,
that at the end of this phase it
and social conditions and their
would then be much easier to
implications for any meaningful and sustainable national reform
move forward. We may have not imagined it would be so, but our
process with reference to our specific context - ourselves as
reforms actually follow the pattern of life.
individuals, institutions, society, and nation. It accounts fully for
In ordinary life, completing primary school fills us with hope;
how our unconscious brain processes interact with our conscious
high school, even more hope; college, and we believe that we are
awareness to shape our behaviours, habits, actions, and outcomes.
done. Only to discover that in real life the challenges are even bigger
It shares and illustrates a few tools for impacting the interactions of
and steeper. So, we shall find out even with our National Reforms,
our psyches positively.
especially with our decision to prioritize the legislative route, that
The presentation uses one of the tools to deliberate major
implementation is somehow big and steep.
considerations for designing and building effective Infrastructures
But, our task now is to make the tougher part of the journey
for Sustaining Quality Peace and Resilience (I4SQPRs). Key words:
easier.
Botho, sustainability, quality peace, resilience, quality education,
The work of writing more than ninety bills into law will not be
civil learning communities, higher thinking
the easiest of tasks for the body whose everyday work is to turn bills
Before everything, the NRA must be commended for the work
into law. The thoughts in this presentation include ways that will
it has accomplished under the circumstances in which it worked.
make it easier than usual for the two houses of Parliament to be able
Maybe we should also be encouraged by the opportunity that the
to reach agreement on the best laws to make Lesotho and Basotho
African Union granted for Lesotho to host its Peace and Security
more “Botho, Khotso, Pula, Nala”.
Council induction in Maseru in March 2022; and the interest of
The phase we are getting into will be more than just reforming
other troubled nations to seek to come and draw lessons from the
things. It is more about reforming ourselves, as individuals and as
Lesotho National Reforms process.
the collectives that constitute our estranged and beleaguered nation
Its forerunner, the NDPC, is equally commendable. However,
– to forgive, reconcile, and unite for the “Lesotho We Want” (2 Chr.
that should not make us to lose our focus but to up our game
7: 14). The bigger and steeper challenge is for the larger proportion
because, as noted by several speakers in the very first day of the
of us to transform ourselves from our current profiles into law
forum, the phase we are getting into is much tougher than the
respecting, law abiding, and caring citizens, beginning with those
one we are on the verge of leaving because of the term of the NRA
in public office role-modelling the essential new behaviours and
coming to an end. This high level forum’s concept note has alerted
habits.
us about the “shared understanding among key stakeholders that
(To be continued next week)

Editorial Team
Business Reporter: - Mr Neo Senoko (business@maserumetro.com)
Health Reporter: - Ms Lineo Mabekebeke (health@maserumetro.com)
Football Reporter: - Mr Teboho Jafeta (sports@maserumetro.com)
Chief Sub-Editor: - Mr Leboela Motopi (chief sub-editor@maserumetro.
com)
Editor: - Mr Ntsau Lekhetho (editor@maserumetro.com)

Facebook:
Metro News

Instagram:
maserumetro

Twitter:
@MaseruMetro

YouTube:
Maseru Metro news

Graphics Director: - Mr Mothobi Malope (graphics.d@thabure.com)
Graphic Designer: - Ms Ellen Ramangoaela (graphics1@thabure.com)
Circulation Director: - Mr Zacharia Liporo (logistics@thabure.com)
The circulation of Free Metro newspaper is 35 000 copies on Thursdays
every week.

The Audit Bureau of
Circulation Certified
publication

7

Thursday, April 7, 2022

PersonalBusiness
Finance

Russia-Ukraine war
hits Lesotho hard
…as food and transport prices hike

work.
Mr Pekane said Lesotho should brace
for rising commodity prices and supply
shortages triggered by the war, where the
high petrol price would have a multiplier
effect on the prices of goods and services.
“It is still unclear as to when the
war will end,” he said, adding that the
multinational companies in Russia had
their hands tied as they scrambled to
safety amidst mounting business risk.
As countries supplying Russia
experience trade barriers due to sanctions,
both Russia and Ukraine play key roles in
the world's supply of raw materials such as
wheat, sunflower, aluminum and nickel.
A study shows that since the crisis
between Russia and Ukraine erupted, the
global prices of wheat, sunflower or crude
oil have reached unprecedented levels.
“This means African nations, which
have been trading with Russia for years
could be left short of supplies,” said Mr
Pekane.
Also, Maghreb countries rely on
Russian and Ukrainian wheat and for more
than 50 percent of their imports.
“The war itself has serious
complications,” Mr Pekane said.

Local economic issues commentator, Lerata Pekane

STAFF REPORTER
MASERU - Lesotho is already feeling
the heat of the Russia-Ukraine war, says
economic issues commentator Lerata
Pekane.
He told Metro the conflict between
Russia and Ukraine had affected the
global economy via three main channels:
financial sanctions, commodity prices and
supply-chain disruptions.
“Rising food and transportation costs
are the most significant effect that the
country is grappling with,” Mr Pekane
said.
He said while no simplistic conclusions
could be drawn from what looked like
a complex issue, Lesotho should brace
for rising commodity prices and supply

shortages due to the on-going devastating
Russia-Ukraine conflict.
He said the sanctions imposed on
Russia as one of the world major oil
producers, meant the demand for oil was
already high while the supply was low.
“Now players in the public transport
are hamstrung by the high costs of petrol,
making business difficult for them,” he
noted.
Countrywide, transport operators are
planning to embark on a strike demanding
a hike in bus fares so that they could stay
afloat.
The operators are seeking an increase
of M3 for local taxi fare to cover for the
persistent petrol costs although this is
going to become costly for commuters
already struggling to find jobs or go to

“The war will have long term
implications on the already fragile
economy of Lesotho. For the country that
is not food secure like Lesotho, this means
food prices will soar to cover transport
costs.”
Lesotho mainly trades with South
Africa and now that winter is knocking
on the door, it also means that the prices
paraffin and other commodities will go up.
Meanwhile, following Russia’s invasion
on February 24, business mogul Elon
Musk gave Ukraine access to SpaceX’s
satellite-internet system Starlink – a
system of some 2 000 satellites designed
to bring web access to underserved areas
of the world.
While Ukraine president Volodymyr
Zelenskyy thanked Mr Musk for his
support, Mr Pekane said it was still
shrouded in secrecy how Russia would
react to his gesture.
The war, he said was going to have a
devastating impact on the global economy,
with big economies such as China, US,
India and others still divided over the
Russia-Ukraine standoff.
“Despite the crude oil, Basotho are
already complaining about sky-rocketing
prices of cooking oil imported from South
Africa,” he said.
Even during the biting era of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Mr Pekane said the
price of cooking oil had not reached this
high, adding that sanctions had centred
around a hike in commodity prices due to a
cut in supplies with the war taking its toll
through the destruction of infrastructure.
“The war also has a debilitating impact
on the future of Basotho students, who
were unceremoniously rescued from
Ukraine during their studies. Their future
now hangs in a balance with their dreams
of becoming professionals snuffed out by
the war.”
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Director General at the Ministry of Health, Dr ’Nyane Letsie

HIV positive women more likely
to develop cancer – Dr Letsie

…Young girls to vaccinate for cervical cancer
LINEO MABEKEBEKE
health@maserumetro.com

MASERU - Women living with
HIV are more likely to develop
cancerous lesions from Human
Papillomavirus (HPV), says the
Director General at the Ministry
of Health, Dr ’Nyane Letsie.
She said women living with
HIV were particularly vulnerable,
as they were more likely to
acquire HPV and develop cancer
than their HIV negative peers.
According to researches,
HPV infection progresses more
quickly, is more likely to become
cancerous, and less likely to
regress in women living with
HIV.
While women living with
HIV also tend to have cervical
cancer at a younger age, they
have a more aggressive clinical
course, and are less responsive to
chemotherapy.
“Cervical cancer is the most
common cancer in Lesotho and is

a leading cause of death among
women,” said Dr Letsie.
She said the Ministry of
Health was calling on all young
girls from ages of nine to 14 to
vaccinate for HPV in order to
prevent cervical cancer.
The Minister of Health
Semano Sekatle said his ministry
was going to kick-start a
vaccination campaign in schools
to vaccinate girls on health
days to prevent the spread of
cancer. The campaign will start
on April 19 in Butha-Buthe. The
cost of treatment of cancer, he
said particularly cervical cancer
was huge, noting it cost M100
000 for one cancer patient to
get treatment in South African
hospitals.
Every year, over 600 000
women are diagnosed with
cervical cancer worldwide due
to a lack of uptake of screening
services including Lesotho.
Mr Sekatle said approximately
500 women are diagnosed with

cervical cancer every year in
Lesotho.
Of this, he said 346 died in
2020 because they were late for
treatment. He said the HPV would
assist the Ministry of Health to
prevent cancer and appealed to
all Basotho women and girls to
ensure they were vaccinated.
In 2009, Lesotho through the
Ministry of Health introduced
the HPV vaccine provided as a
donation by the manufacturer but
only a few districts were covered
as it is expensive.
However, Mr Sekatle said this
year manufacturers had reduced
the prices with the purchase of
130 000 doses expected.
Access to specialised care
and oncological expertise in
Lesotho is limited. In most cases,
patients need to be referred to
South Africa to get adequate
cancer care, which is out of reach
of the majority of Lesotho’s rural
women, both geographically and
financially.
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A
Invest in a Neti Pot
Plagued with sinus problems? Rinse your nasal
passages twice a day to ﬂush out pollen and other
A
irritants. Put saline solution (a ¼ teaspoon salt and
1 cup warm water) in a plastic squirt bottle or a
nasal irrigator, a spouted container that allows you
to pour water directly into your nose. The solution
should ﬁll your nasal cavity and spill out the other
nostril. Gently blow your nose afterward.
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DECODING
AUreters
A

HUMAN BODY FUNCTION
A

Each ureter is a small tube,
about 25 cm long, that carries
urine from the renal pelvis to
the urinary bladder. It descends
from the renal pelvis, along
the posterior abdominal wall,
which is behind the parietal
peritoneum, and enters the
urinary bladder on the posterior

inferior surface.
The wall of the ureter consists of
three layers. The outer layer, the
ﬁbrous coat, is a supporting layer
of ﬁbrous connective tissue. The
middle layer, the muscular coat,
consists of the inner circular
and outer longitudinal smooth
muscle. The main function

of this layer is peristalsis: to
propel the urine. The inner
layer, the mucosa, is transitional
epithelium that is continuous
with the lining of the renal
pelvis and the urinary bladder.
This layer secretes mucus, which
coats and protects the surface of
the cells.

WHO launches
postnatal
support
guidelines
As ﬁrst six weeks after
birth are critical
Three in 10 children not
receiving postnatal care
A mother and her new-born baby

LINEO MABEKEBEKE
health@maserumetro.com
MASERU – The need for quality
maternity and newborn care does not
stop once a baby is born, but the birth
of a baby is a life-changing moment,
one that is bound by love, hope and
excitement.
But this can also cause unpresented
stress and anxiety, says Director
of maternal, newborn, child and
adolescent health and ageing at the
World Health Organization (WHO), Dr
Anshu Banerjee.
Following the launch of its first ever
global guidelines to support women
and newborns during the first six
weeks after birth, Dr Banerjee said in a
statement that parents needed strong
health-care and support systems,
especially women, whose needs are too
often neglected when the baby comes.
Postnatal period is the critical time
for ensuring newborn and maternal
survival and for supporting healthy
development of the baby as well as the
mother’s overall mental and physical
recovery and wellbeing.
Worldwide, more than three in 10
women and babies are not receiving
postnatal care in the first days after
birth, the period when most maternal

and infant deaths occur.
The physical and emotional
consequences of childbirth from
injuries to recurring pain and trauma,
can be debilitating if unmanaged, but
are often highly treatable when the
right care is given at the right time.
In addition to addressing immediate
health concerns, the first weeks
after birth are crucial for building
relationships and establishing
behaviors that affect long-term infant
development and health.
The guidelines include
recommendations for breastfeeding
counselling, attachment and
positioning as breastfeeding is
established, and to support parents
in providing responsive care for their
newborns.
The recommendations detail the
minimum length of hospital stay
after birth and provide guidance on
discharge criteria, but also note that the
time needed will depend on individual
women and babies, social context, birth
experience and any health concerns.
Evidence shows that women and
their families want and need a positive
postnatal experience that helps them
navigate the immense physical and
emotional challenges that occur after
their babies are born.
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Challenges of raising a child with cerebral palsy
A lot of attention and extra support needed to ensure wellbeing of child
A household with a special needs child is more prone to depression
LINEO MABEKEBEKE
health@maserumetro.com

MASERU – Usually, many
parents with a disabled child
worry about the future of their
child. But Boitšepo Ponya’s family
is different - they have positive
thinking and great expectations
of their child.
Otherwise, her mother
Nthabiseng Molahloe says raising
a child with cerebral palsy is not
an easy task as Boitšepo needs a
lot of attention and extra support
to ensure that she is well.
Boitšepo was diagnosed with
spastic type of cerebral palsy and
this is the most common type in
which people with the condition
feel stiff and their movements
may seem jerky.
Also, research indicates that
a household with a special needs
child is more prone to depression,
suicide, financial strain and
relationship challenges.
With this type, muscles
appear stiff because the
messages to the muscles are sent
incorrectly through injured parts
of the brain.
Although Boitšepo is eight
years old, she is however still on
nappies. She cannot walk, neither
can she talk and her mother says
the greatest challenge comes
when it is time to eat or change
nappies.
“Even the food she eats is
not supposed to be hard and we

have to cook two pots of different
food,” said Nthabiseng, who only
discovered after three years ago
that her daughter had cerebral
palsy.
She is no longer shocked
having had to deal with her
circumstances since she knew
about it up to now.
Despite Nthabiseng’s
challenges of raising a child with
a handicap, she gets support
from the Mo-Rate Cerebral Palsy
Association, of which she is
member.
Also, she said she could
not have managed without the
support of particularly Boitšepo’s
father, her family, babysitter, and
colleagues.
“Should anything happen
with her while I’m at work,
my colleagues and bosses
understand that I need to attend
to her problems immediately,”
Nthabiseng said.
Boitšepo’s father, Theodosius
Ponya and the rest of the family
also plan everything around her.
“We share responsibilities,
and on top of it all, the child needs
motivational and mental support
to give her strength,” Nthabiseng
said.
“It’s an expensive life as
she needs medication, special
food which is soft and other
supporting tools.”
Growing up in size,
Nthabiseng says Boitšepo is
gaining weight and is supported

Boitšepo Ponya, a cerebral palsy child

Boitšepo and her mother, Nthabiseng Molahloe

by Theodosius to carry her
around or to cerebral palsy
meetings and workshops.
“She is my child, a gift from
God,” said Theodosius. “I like
everything about her, she is cool
and is always happy and playful.”
He said the plan is to carry on
supporting Boitšepo and work
hard to afford her expensive life.

Boitšepo and her father, Theodosius Ponya

“We need to be there for her at
all times and be actively engaged
with all individuals and groups
that work with cerebral palsy,” he
also said.
“We aim to improve our
learning and skills about cerebral
palsy and how to handle Boitšepo
well. We will seek advice from
anyone or anything that can help

heal or make her situation better.”
For fathers out there who
are stuck with children with
the same condition, he said
they should be there for their
kids, love them and accept the
situation they were in.
“Be part of your wives,
everyday of your children’s lives,”
said Theodosius.
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The world in 10 minutes
USA
Biden calls Putin a war criminal
US President Joe Biden has called for Russian President Vladimir Putin
to be tried for war crimes as evidence emerges of atrocities allegedly
committed by Russian forces in Ukraine. There is mounting international
anger over the alleged killing of civilians in Bucha, a town near the capital
Kyiv. "This guy is brutal," Mr Biden said of the Russian leader, adding that
he believes Mr Putin "is a war criminal".
Without evidence, Russia said images of atrocities had been staged
by Ukraine. US officials say they are supporting a team of international
prosecutors heading to Bucha to collect evidence. The Ukrainian
government has started a war crimes investigation after it said the bodies
of 410 civilians had been found around Kyiv. Some were discovered in mass
graves while others had their hands tied and had apparently been shot at
close range. Officials in Kyiv also accused Russian forces of killing a village,
her husband and her son in the village of Motoyzhyn for aiding Ukrainian
troops in the area.
"You may remember I got criticised for calling Putin a war criminal,"
Mr Biden said. "You saw what happened in Bucha - he is a war criminal...
but we have to gather all the detail so this can have a war crimes trial."
Mr Biden said the Bucha discovery was "outrageous" and said that it
is important Mr Putin is "held accountable" for atrocities committed by his
military in Ukraine.

UKRAINE

MOZAMBIQUE

Bucha street littered with burned-out
tanks and corpses

Rwandan refugees begin return from
Mozambique

A suburban avenue in Bucha became one of the first graveyards for Russia's
hopes of encircling and entering Kyiv and then deposing the government
of President Volodymyr Zelensky. The moment came two or three days
after the first Russian forces crossed into Ukraine on 24 February, when
Ukrainian forces destroyed a column of Russian tanks and armoured
personnel carriers moving through the town of Bucha to the city of Kyiv.
The convoy was destroyed in one of the first of many Ukrainian
ambushes that stopped the Russian advance dead. Our BBC team was able
to get to Bucha because during Friday the final Russian soldiers pulled out,
as part of what the Kremlin has presented as a calm and rational decision to
concentrate on the war in eastern Ukraine. Moscow says, without proof or
any reliability, that its war aims in central Ukraine have been achieved, and
they never included capturing Kyiv.
The truth is that unexpectedly fierce and well organised Ukrainian
resistance stopped them outside the capital, and the evidence includes the
rusting and twisted wreckage of the column that still lies where it was
destroyed on that suburban street. Local residents say they hadn't had any
bread for weeks Two or three weeks into the war the Russian invaders ran
out of momentum. On the street in Bucha you can see why.

A section of Rwandan refugees living in Mozambique have begun their
return home after nearly three decades since they escaped the 1994
genocide. Between April and June 1994, an estimated 800,000 Rwandans
were killed in the space of 100 days. Millions others fled to neighbouring
countries. The Mozambican authorities estimate that there are about 3,000
Rwandan refugees living in the country.
Many of them now believe that the situation that forced them to leave
their country has changed. The Rwandan government is supporting the
refugee reintegration programme. The return is voluntary and some
19 refugees will this week be flown back home. One of the refugees,
Miyonsenoa Domoties, said she was confident of the peace in Rwanda and
was returning homes after spending eight years in Mozambique.
“We chose to flee to Mozambique. But after some time, good
information arrived indicating that there was peace in Rwanda, so we have
decided to go home,” she said.
The genocide was sparked by the death of the Rwandan President
Juvenal Habyarimana, a Hutu, when his plane was shot down above Kigali
airport on 6 April 1994.

PHILIPPINES
FRANCE
The rise and rise of France’s far-right,
Marine Le Pen
From her housing estate in northern Marseille, Elisabeth, 68, who once voted
for the left, will return a ballot for the far-right Marine Le Pen in the French
presidential election this month. “People used to think Marine was nasty,” she
said. “Now they realise she’s not. Other politicians are taking her ideas. They
all talk like her now.”
Elisabeth left school at 16 and worked at a shoemaker’s, in factories and
as a housekeeper, but her €800 pension barely covers bills and food. “I live
on credit, overdrawn by the middle of the month,” she said. “I make a weak
stew and it lasts me three days. But Le Pen will cut taxes and put money in
our pockets.” She agrees with Le Pen’s anti-immigration stance. She feels
“Europeans” are becoming outnumbered in multi-ethnic northern Marseille
and worries about crime. “I’ve been mugged twice, once for a necklace, once
for a cigarette,” she said. Society is tense and divided, she feels, but Le Pen will
“calm things down”.
After a decade spent trying to detoxify the jack-booted image of the
far-right, anti-immigration party she took over from her father, Le Pen this
week reached her highest poll ratings and popularity. Polls show her not only
reaching the second round final against the centrist president Emmanuel
Macron on 24 April, but significantly closing the gap. An Ifop poll alarmed
Macron’s camp by showing her reaching 47% against his 53%, the narrowest
margin yet and far closer than when he defeated her with 66% in 2017.

HAITI
Colombian ex-soldiers in Moïse
murder accuse Haiti of wanting
to burn evidence
A representative of former Colombian soldiers jailed in the
assassination of Haiti’s president says the group wants Haitian
authorities to preserve the bodies of three former soldiers killed
shortly after the slaying of Jovenel Moïse. According to a Haitian
police investigative report obtained by the Miami Herald, Colombians
Duberney Capador Giraldo, Miguel Guillermo Garzon and Mauricio
Javier Romero Medina were killed shortly after the July 7 assassination,
and their corpses were examined by a Haitian judge.
Now, after nearly nine months, Haitian authorities want to cremate
the bodies, Jose Espinosa told the Miami Herald. Espinosa belongs to a
Colombian military nonprofit association that has been advocating for
the families and the soldiers after their arrest in Haiti. He said despite a
request from the advocacy group, Haitian authorities seem determined
to move ahead with the cremation.
“Those who are in detention are in total opposition,” Espinosa said.
The reason for the opposition: claims by some of the jailed soldiers that
the men who were killed were executed by Haitian police after they
launched a nationwide manhunt for Moïse’s assassins.

Marcos Jr. keeps lead, Robredo’s
numbers up in March 2022 Pulse
Asia survey
MANILA, Philippines – Ferdinand Marcos Jr., the late dictator’s son,
kept his lead in the 2022 presidential race, while closest rival Vice
President Leni Robredo saw her numbers rising by 9 percentage points,
according to the results of a Pulse Asia Research, Incorporated survey
on voters’ preference conducted late March 2022. The survey, which
sampled 2 400 adults 18 years old and above, was held from March 17
to 21, and made public on Wednesday, April 6. The latest Pulse survey
showed that if elections were held during the survey period, 56% of
voters would pick Marcos Jr. as president – a 4-point drop from his
February 2022 numbers. Robredo’s voter preference rating jumped by
9 percentage points, or to 24% from 15% in February.
Trailing Marcos Jr. and Robredo were Manila Mayor Isko Moreno
(8%), Senator Manny Pacquiao (6%), and Senator Ping Lacson (2%).
Both Domagoso and Pacquiao went down 2 percentage points, while
Lacson’s number stayed the same. Five presidential bets in the survey
– Faisal Mangondato, Ernesto Abella, Jose Montemayor, Leody de
Guzman, and Norberto Gonzales – all got less than 1% each in the
survey. Marcos Jr saw his numbers drop across four locations – Metro
Manila, Balance Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao – even as he kept his
lead. The Uniteam bet saw his numbers drop by 2 percentage points in
the National Capital Region, 4 percentage points in Balance Luzon, 5
percentage points in the Visayas, and 6 percentage points in Mindanao.
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For everything Car in Lesotho

E-mail: motoring@maserumetro.com

Be Car-Smart

Drive with care
Do not accelerate your engine during start-up
as this quickly adds to the wear of the car
engine. Accelerate slowly when you begin
your drive. Shift to neutral at red lights to
give the engine some time to rest. Be car
considerate and you will be rewarded with
longer time between repairs.
Every behaviour behind the wheel that
contributes to the safety of all on and around
roadways, including pedestrians, children at
play, cyclists, and passengers. As drivers we
must always "Practice the Better!"
Practicing the better is remembering the
ones we love and the ones who love us. What
we all want is for everyone to arrive home
and at every destination safely.
Walk around your vehicle before every

trip to make sure children (of any age) are
not in harm in anyway.
Set aside the cell phone and any other
distracting objects so that our sole focus is on
driving (using a cellular device, even handsfree, causes tunnel vision where-in the
driver focuses on what's ahead while being
oblivious to what is going on around him/her.
The brain is not wired to multi-task, so hang
up and drive, help keep everyone alive.)
Buckle up everyone, every trip, no matter
the distance.
Stop! Take 3 to see at all Stop signs. Make
sure the coast really is clear before driving
on.
Observe all speed limits, and slow down
accordingly when children, pedestrians,

cyclists are present or when the weather
turns nasty.
Observe all traffic signs and signals.
It's not a race! Practice safe space
management - allow 4 seconds distance
between you and the vehicle in front of you.
This is the space needed in order to react to
unexpected events on the road.
Be a thinker, use your blinker. This is a
basic means of communicating on the road.
Don't drink and drive. This cannot be
reiterated enough!
Whether you are a steadfast all-weather
biker, a dedicated transit rider, the driver of
your carpool, or you're just walking from the
parking garage to the office one thing is for
sure. Dark and rainy winter mornings and
evenings make it harder to be seen.
If you are out walking and have trouble
seeing others on the trail or on the sidewalk,
drivers have the same challenge! It’s easy for
pedestrians to make themselves more visible
to others, and for drivers to take the time to
look out for bikers, and other people using the
streets and sidewalks. We're all in it together

Tel: 266 2232 5494

to travel safely.
When walking, you should try to: Wear
light and reflective clothing to make it easier
for drivers to see you, cross at crosswalks.
Increase the chance that drivers are looking
for you, utilize sidewalks and walkways
whenever available-even in parking lots,
make eye contact with drivers before
stepping into the street, check each lane for
oncoming or turning traffic before entering
it and, if walking a pet, take precautions and
give them lights or reflective leashes/vests.
We all know how important it is to drive
extra carefully when it is wet and or dark.
Do yourself a favour and put that phone
out of sight so you are not distracted by
notifications.
Slow down, especially when the weather
is inclement and take extra care when
moving through intersections.
We’re all in this together. Take the pledge
to commute with care. Whether you promise
to drive extra cautiously or dress to be seen
you’ll help make yours and everyone else’s
commute safer.

2022 Jeep Compass
… big interior changes coming with small price hike

MONICA GONDERMAN
Get the 2022 Jeep Compass for under $27,000
(M394,200).
With a new interior and refreshed front
end, the 2022 Jeep Compass can confront
its subcompact SUV competition (more)
confidently. The modernized petite off-roader
sports a plethora of standard and optional safety

features and convenient technology while
retaining a ton of Jeep grit. Now that we know
all of the deets, one question remains.
How much does the 2022 Jeep Compass
cost?
Here's a breakdown of the MSRP pricing
for the five different 2022 Jeep Compass trim
configurations: Sport, Latitude, Latitude LUX,
Trailhawk, and Limited. Pricing ranges from

$26,490 on the low end and $32,890 for all the
bells and whistles. The base MSRP jumps $500
over the 2021 model year. The High Altitude
Package adds about $1,495-$2,595, depending on
the trim.
2022 Jeep Compass Sport
Sport 4x2: $26,490 (M386,754)
Sport 4x4: $27,990 (M408,654)
The Sport trim features Uconnect 5 with
a 8.4-inch center stack touchscreen, which
Jeep touts as the largest standard entry-level
touchscreen amongst the competition. That
means you get wireless Apple CarPlay and
Android Auto in the base Compass. The cluster
display is 3.5 inches. The standard safety
features are not lacking and include things
like Blind-spot Monitoring with Rear Cross
Path Detection, Full-speed Forward Collision
Warning, and Active Lane Management with
LaneSense Lane Departure Warning with Lane
Keep Assist. That's enough of a mouthful to
impress the friends. The Sport trim gets 16-inch
alloys, cloth seats, and a six-speaker audio
system.
2022 Jeep Compass Latitude
Latitude 4x2: $28,020 (M409,092)
Latitude 4x4: $29,520 (M430.992)
The Latitude trim has cloth/vinyl seats and
some more interior details, including overhead
ambient interior lighting. It receives heated
front seats, a new wireless charging pad, dualpane panoramic sunroof, and a nine-speaker
Alpine sound system. Tech addition options
include Adaptive Cruise Control, Parallel and
Perpendicular Park Assist, and a 360 degree
camera. The cluster display is 7 inches. There's

also a foot-activated power liftgate, smarter
windshield wipers and headlights, and 17-inch
wheels.
2022 Jeep Compass Latitude Lux
Latitude LUX 4x4: $31,090 (M453,914)
The Latitude LUX is a brand new trim and
bridges the gap between entry and luxury. It
features a leather interior and a leather-wrapped
heated steering wheel, and the center stack
screen is upgraded to 10.1 inches. The wheels are
18-inch aluminum painted Satin Carbon editions.
2022 Jeep Compass Trailhawk
Trailhawk 4x4: $32,890 (M480,194)
The Trail Rated Trailhawk is a beast of its
own and is tailored to off-roading: Jeep Active
Drive Low 4x4, Selec-Terrain Rock mode,
Hill-descent Control, 1-inch lift, skid plates, tow
hooks, and a matte black and red anti-glare hood
decal - to list a few of its attributes. Trailhawk
gets heated second-row seats, the 10.25-inch
gauge cluster, Highway Assist, and Traffic Sign
Recognition.
2022 Jeep Compass Limited
Limited 4x4: $32,890 M480,194)
The Limited gets all the premium materials
and advanced standard/optional safety and
technology features that the Compass offers. It
has soft-touch door trim panels and nice contrast
stitching and various accents within. Illuminated
front map pockets and door handles add to the
pizazz of the all-out Compass, as do special 18inch wheels. The Compass Limited with the High
Altitude Package starts at $35,485 (M518,081).
Look for the 2022 Jeep Compass to hit
dealerships in the fall of 2021.
Motortrend

14

Thursday, April 7, 2022

Business
General Crosswords
1
1

2
2

3
3

4
4

5
5

6
6

7
7

8
8

9
9

10
10

14
14

15
15

16
16

17
17

18
18

19
19

20
20

21
21
24
24
28
28
32
32

36
36

29
29

38
38

39
39

49
49

50
50

46
46

48
48
51
51

52
52

55
55
61
61

62
62

63
63

64
64

65
65

66
66

67
67

59
59

Across
1.
FedEx, say
ACROSS
5.
Zenith
1. PracticeNasal
in thesound
ring
9.
5.
Fleshy
fruit
14.
Comfort
9. Small porch
15.
Loafer, e.g.
14. Weak, as
an to
excuse
16.
Hard
pin down
15. Archaeological
siteender
17.
Ultimatum
16. CivilianTurn
clothes
18.
bad
17. Milky-white
19.
Pointgem
of view
18. Kuwaiti,
e.g.
20.
Parvenue
19. Like draft
beer
23.
Must-haves
20. Goal oriented
24.
Adopted son of Claudius
23. Fancy tie
25.
It's a free country
24. Oliver'sSweet
request
28.
vino
31.
Vacation
location
25.
generis (unique)
34.
Not piquant
28. Unscrupulousness
35.
31. One of Narrowly
the Ewingsdefeats
on "Dallas"
34. Husk

36.
Troupe
38.
Under the collar
35. Kind of agreement
41.
"'Tis a pity"
36. Shrink
42.
Send packing
43.38. Trace
"Mangia!"
of terrier
44.41. KindCoast-to-coast
financial
42. Teamster's
rig
institution
49.43. Fishing equipment
Lanka
50.44. Sparring
Indianexercise
music
51. 49. Feminine
Quits suffix
cry
54.50. Sentry's
Backlash
of trip of Rhodesia
57. 51. KindRhodes
sign
in
60.54. Caller
Kind
of miss
conquest
61. 57. Salk's
Angel's
headwear
giant intogether
the constellation
62. 60. RedStrings
63. Cetus Buggy terrain
64.61. Cousin
"Idylls
the King" lady
of aof
mandolin
65. 62. Madison
Talus Square Garden, e.g.
63. Call to attention

53
53
56
56

60
60

58
58

27
27

43
43

47
47

54
54
57
57

26
26

40
40

42
42

41
41
45
45

25
25

Last
Last Week's
Week's Solution
Solution

35
35

37
37

44
44

13
13

30
30

34
34

33
33

12
12

22
22

23
23

31
31

11
11

66.
Simians
67.
Was a passenger
64. Fencing sword
Down
65.
1. Primp Caught sight of
66.
e.g.
2. Loafer,Organic
compound used in
67. Cousinfire
of aextinguishers
gull
3.
Matter of debate
DOWN
4.
Out of sorts
1.
opposite
5. Neatnik'sOff
er?
2.
New
Guinea
6.
Dynasty
in which
3. Accumulate
Confucianism and Taoism
4. Geological
remnant
emerged
5.
7. Roman magistrates
Grieved
6.
mine
8. Yours and
More
spine-tingling
7.
9. Vaporous
"I Love Lucy," e.g.
10.As a whole
Corduroy feature
8.
11.Preserved,
Turkish
title
9.
in a way
12. Ditty Mother Teresa, for one
10.
11. Frequently, in verse

Sudoku
Sudoku Puzzle
Puzzle
Fill
Fill in
in all
all the
the squares
squares in
in the
the
grid
so
that
each
row,
grid so that each row, each
each
column
column and
and each
each 3x3
3x3 square
square
contain
all
the
from
contain all the from 1-9
1-9
This
This is
is the
the Quick
Quick Sudoku
Sudoku for
for the
the
solver
in
a
hurr:
target
time,
solver in a hurr: target time, ten
ten
minutes.
minutes.

Last
Last Week's
Week's Solution
Solution

12. Pilot's announcement,
for short
13.
Acquire
13. Lulu Swelling
21.
21. "ForgetPC
it!"component
22.
22.
Intense
anger
25.
Join
forces
25. Small finch
26.
Old print
26. Grammarian's
concern
27.
Money in
the bank, say
27. Speck in
the ocean
29.
Devious
29. In shape
30.
Octopus's defense
30. "Just the
opposite!"
31.
Some
hospital procedures
32.
Frigid
31. Old-fashioned
33.
Stradivari's
teacher
32. Egyptian
symbols of
life
37.
Last
Greek consonant
33. Yucatán
natives
38.
37. ChairedPen point
39.
Expungings
38. Torment
39. Move to a new country

40. Hole in the head -off coupon
40.
42. Drunken
42.
Sudden outburst
45. Buckeye
45.
Threatening words
46. Is no longer
46.
40 winks
47. Small airships
47.
"To do" list
48. Gravy ingredient
48.
Legit
52. Jeweler's
glass
Baby
grand, e.g.
53. Schlepper
Unwavering
54. Tarzan's
transport quest
54.
Hitchhiker's
55. Give orChaplin
take prop
56. Eager Orbital point
57.
57. Drivel It keeps an eye on TV
58.
Common
Market inits.
58. Bruin legend
Bobby
59.
One
road
59. Attorney
F. for the Bailey

SoYou
YouThink
ThinkYou
Youare
areGeneius
Genius
So
Question

(Answer next week)

Using the BrainTracker grid below, how many words can you find? Each

Below
are contain
ten words
whichP and
have
half.
Thehowever,
first
word must
the central
nobeen
letter split
can beinused
twice,
column
has
all
of
the
starts
and
the
second
column
has
all of
the letters do not have to be connected. Proper nouns are not allowed,
the
ends.plurals
Can you
pair the
and
theExcellent:
ten words?
however,
are. There
is atletters
least one
nineremake
letter word.
51
BO
AF
words. Good: 40 words. Average: 30 words.
BR RE
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Last Week's Answer

5-digit
number
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16842

Hours in a month: there are just under 547 fathoms in a kilometre
and at least 672 hours in a month.
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Bantu humiliate
Manonyane,
Matlama held
Big victory helped Bantu reclaim second position
in the league standings
Tse Putsoa remain at the summit of the Vodacom
Premier League with 63 points
MASERU – The Vodacom Premier League
returned from the international break with a
bang as defending Premier League champions
Bantu handed Manonyane a 6-0 thumping
while LCS halted Matlama winning streak.
A Matšo Matebele were ruthless as they
hosted Manonyane in Maputsoe, Leribe to
bounce back from a poor run of results with
a big win.
Recently capped Likuena midfielder,
Tšepang Sefali along with veteran Hlompho
Kalake were outstanding for Bantu on the day
and with each netting a brace.
Tšoanelo Koetle, Lazola Jokojokwana also
added their names to the scoresheet.
The big victory over Manonyane also
helped the Mafeteng-based outfit reclaim
their second position in the league standings
after both Lioli and LCS dropped points in the
Saturday matches.
League leaders, Matlama were held to a
one-all draw by LCS to halt their impressive
run, which has seen them unbeaten in their
last 12 matches.
Tse Putsoa remain at the summit of the

Vodacom Premier League with 63 points
from their 25 matches played so far and a
healthy 14-point advantage over secondplaced Bantu.
Masheshena grabbed the lead in the first
half through Keketso Snyders, but Tse Putsoa
were able to comeback and salvage a one-all
draw thanks to a goal scored by Lerotholi
Zwane straight from the corner kick in the
second half.
Elsewhere, Mabut Potloane scored a brace
as Linare ended their poor run of results,
which recently led to the club parting ways
with Motebang Makhetha after just four
games in charge and recalling Teboho Moloi
into the hotseat.
The 2-1 victory over Tse Nala revived
Linare top 8 ambitions as they now occupy
8th spot in the standings with 38 points after
26 games.
Monyatheli Ntobo scored the only goal
of the match as LMPS clinched a 1-0 victory
over struggling Liphakoe to boost their
chances of finishing the campaign among the
top eight teams in the league.

Bantu in a previous league match against Kick4Life
Katleho Makateng, who was the hero
for Likuena a fought night ago scoring a
brace in the 3-1 victory over Seychelles,
maintained his goal scoring form in the
league with his 10th goal of the campaign
as LDF registered a 2-1 victory over bottom
of the table Sefothafotha.
Makateng is rivalling the likes of Jane
Thabantšo and Makara Ntaitsane in the
race for the Vodacom Premier League’s
golden boot award.
There was also a big victory for
Swallows as they maintained their revival
under Teele Ntšonyana with a 2-0 win over
CCX while Likhopo suffered a 2-1 defeat at
the hands of Lifofane.

The victory over CCX helped Swallows
leapfrog Likhopo in the relegation dogfight
and the Halemakale Mahlaha-coached side
now find itself second from bottom in the
Vodacom Premier League table.
Weekend results
Saturday
FC Likhopo 1-2 Lifofane
Kick4Life 0-0 Lijabatho
LCS 1-1 Matlama
Bantu 6-0 Manonyane
Lioli 1-2 Linare
Swallows 2-1 CCX
LMPS 1-0 Liphakoe
LDF 2-1 Sefothafotha

Madidilani reflects on time coaching in Lesotho
He is the Technical Director of Spear of the Nation from Eastern Cape
Madidilane enjoyed back-to-back league titles during his time in the kingdom

Former Bantu head coach, James Madidilani

MASERU – Former Bantu head coach, James
Madidilani is happy to be working in his home
country South Africa, but has not ruled out
the possibilities of returning to coach in the
Mountain Kingdom country in the future.
The former SA’s national Under-23 captain,
who has also played for the likes of Bloemfontein
Celtic and Maritzburg United, was recently
linked with a return to A Matšo Matebele and
admits that Lesotho remains close to his heart.
The 36-year-old was recently appointed as
the Technical Director of Spear of the Nation
from Eastern Cape, which campaigns in the
South African third tier league, ABC Motsepe
League.
“I’m still working in South Africa now and
I won’t say I’m done with coaching in Lesotho.
There is still a long way to go for me to improve
my coaching skills,” Madidilani says.
The Free State-born mentor enjoyed

back-to-back league titles during his time in
the kingdom and helped Bantu get past the
preliminary round of the CAF Champions,
becoming the first Lesotho side to do so in over
two decades.
“Coaching in Lesotho helped me become the
coach that I am today even though there is still
a lot to learn, but I can say, my coaching career
was established in Lesotho,” the former Bantu
coach states.
“We created a lot of memories with Bantu
and there are a few that I can single out like
the first year playing in the CAF Champions
League, where we were drawn against Mbababe
Swallows of Eswatini.
“They beat us 4-2 at Setsoto Stadium and
we nearly recorded the biggest comeback in the
second leg winning 3-1 in their backyard but
failed to qualify for the next round. No one gave
us a chance of that comeback,” he recalls.

Madidilane, who also managed to get
his CAF B license during his time working in
Lesotho, says being roped in as the Likuena
assistant coach for COSAFA Cup in 2019,
remains one of the biggest achievements of his
young coaching career.
“In our second year in the CAF Champions
League, we eliminated the Township Rollers of
Botswana to make it past the group stage of the
tournament and that was massive for football in
Lesotho,” says Madidilani.
A Matšo Matebele became the first Lesotho
side since LDF in 2002, to get past the group
phase of the prestigious continental club
competition.
“I cannot forget the opportunity to work
with the Lesotho national team as the assistant
coach. That was a very big opportunity for me
as a coach, which I will cherish for the rest of my
life,” he says.
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PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING
BE READY TO VACCINATE

Wear
MASKS

Avoid
CONTACT

Wash
HANDS

TAKE CARE
BASOTHO

The best in
the business,
Brian Mitchell
Of the 86 South Africans
who have won a world title
since Willie Smith beat Teddy
Baldock for the British version
of the world bantamweight
title on 26 October 1927 over 15
rounds at the Royal Albert Hall
in London, Brian Mitchell, who
celebrated his 60th birthday on
August 30, 2021, possibly has
the strongest claim to being the
greatest of them all.
Mitchell, who was
born in 1961, made his
professional debut on August
15, 1981, winning on points

over four rounds against
Joseph Moneoane and, in
an outstanding career; he
only lost one of 49 fights,
winning a South African title
and the WBA and IBF junior
lightweight titles.
Statistics tell only part
of the story as many other
factors should be added to the
numbers behind his name,
with 45 victories, of which 21
came inside the distance, one
defeat, and three draws in a
professional career that lasted
14 years.

One of the factors that should
be considered is that Mitchell
fought at a time when South
African sportsmen were largely
ostracised from international
sport.
During those years of isolation,
SA sports teams and individual
stars were often prevented from
competing against the best in the
world due to the government’s
policies.
Mitchell’s situation was a good
example. He won the WBA junior
lightweight title on September 27,
1986 at Sun City but immediately
found it almost impossible to
defend the belt at home.
He was forced to travel
around the world, facing hostile
demonstrators almost everywhere
he went to ply his trade.
An American magazine
described him as boxing’s
“Ultimate road warrior” as he
defended his belt in Puerto Rico,
Panama, Spain, Italy, Sicily,
England, France, and the United
States.
Later, as a seasoned
campaigner, he had no fears
about fighting in his opponents’
backyard. He showed that when
he twice fought Tony Lopez
in Sacramento, where Lopez’s
supporters were baying for the
South African’s blood.
Lopez came away with a lucky
draw in the first fight but received
a boxing lesson in the return bout.
Mitchell became the first South
African to win two “world” titles.
His boxing career began in
Malvern, east of the Johannesburg
City Centre, where his mother,
Cecilia, was the driving force
during his amateur days.
He soon began fighting in
township tournaments for very
low purse monies because some
leading promoters did not offer
him bouts on their shows.
He fought in places such as
Diepkloof, KwaThema, Vosloorus
and Sebokeng and became known
in some quarters as the black
fighter in a white skin.
Mitchell suffered his only
defeat in May 1982 when Jacob
Morake beat him on points in his
sixth professional fight. In April,
the next year he won the SA junior
lightweight title when he stopped

Chris Whiteboy in the ninth round.
He defended the title eight
times and won the Old Buck
championship belt.
The low point in Mitchell’s
career came on November 2, 1985
when he and Morake fought for the
fourth time.
Morake was stopped in the
12th round and never regained
consciousness. Mitchell was
devastated but resumed boxing
after much soul searching.
After he won the WBA junior
lightweight title, the organisation
ruled that he could not defend the
belt in South Africa, forcing him to
do so abroad. In his first defence,
he drew with Joe Riviera in Puerto
Rico. Some said he was a little
lucky.
But dedication, superb
conditioning, durability, and
excellent technique soon became
the hallmarks of his career.
He retained the title in 12
defences, all abroad. It was, at that
time, a record for the division.
Mitchell always rated his
fights against Lopez as his best
performances because he was
regarded as the underdog in
both. But his two fights against
Joe Riviera were probably his
toughest.
Likuena
in 2000
Winning against the odds
became another feature of his
career.
Mitchell was only 30 years old
when he relinquished the IBF title
and retired on January 23, 1992.
He had achieved all his boxing
ambitions.
But two years and 10 months

later he was back in the ring,
fighting as a junior welterweight.
He stopped Mike Evgen in the
seventh round.
In April 1995 he outpointed
Silverio Flores over 10 rounds, but
it was clear that the old spark was
gone. It was his last fight.
In 2009, Mitchell became
the first South African boxer to
be inducted into the International
Boxing Hall of Fame in Canastota.
He was also inducted into the
World Boxing Hall of Fame and the
SA Sports Hall of Fame.
Among the other awards he
received are:
• King Kong/SA Boxing World
boxer of the year – five times
• King Kong/SA Boxing World
fight of the year
• Boxing SA lifetime achievement
award
• Eder Jofre belt for achievements
as a WBA champion
• British Boxing Board’s best
foreign boxer of the year
• Rand Sports Writers Society
sportsman of the year, three
times
• State President’s award six times
• Holiday Inn sports star of the
year
• Germiston super sports star of
the year award
• Smirnoff/Top Star sports star of
the year
• Yardley sports star of the year
• Honourary Springbok blazer.
• Today Mitchell is not far away
from the boxing game as a
manager, commentator, and
motivational speaker.

