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Lesotho to participate at Expo 2020 Dubai

everyday
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• Abrahams’ withdrawal causes more frustration
• Above normal rains expected from October
• Fuel prices go down

MASERU – Lesotho is expected to send a
delegation to the Expo 2020 Dubai to be held by
the United Arab Emirates from October 2021 to
March 2022.
This will be the third time the country
participates at the global event where 191 other
countries are expected.
According to the Lesotho National

Development Corporation (LNDC) Public
Relations Manager, Tiisetso Moremoholo, the
Expo is intended to facilitate networking with
international business, provide an international
stage for engaging in cultural diplomacy such
as exchange of ideas, information, art, language
and other aspects of culture.
The objective, she said is also to protect
environment by sharing sustainable solutions
and practices amongst others.
Ms Moremoholo said since the Expo will
attract a multitude of participants, Lesotho
will be in a position to enjoy maximum global
exposure and attract new investors in key
economic sectors.
She noted that it allows international
outreach and economic opportunities, thus the
country will get an opportunity to promote and
sell its products to visitors, negotiate business
opportunities with other countries and secure
international clients.
She further said it will enable Lesotho
private sector to establish businesses in Dubai
after the event, adding that for a period of two
years, entrepreneurs from Lesotho will be
offered low rent and free visa and secure orders
from other countries.
LeNA

BORN ON THIS DAY Cops ordered to quit social media
September 16
1963 - Niall Horan, Irish Pop singer (One Direction "What Makes You Beautiful")
1966 - Lili Reinhart, American actress (Riverdale), born in
Cleveland, Ohio
1982 - Miha Zupan, Slovenian basketball player, born in
Kranj, Slovenia
1983 - Sean Brosnan II, American actor and son of actor
Pierce Brosnan, born in Los Angeles
1983 - James Bourne, English musician (Busted), born in
Rochford, Essex, England
1984 - Nabil Abou-Harb, Arab-American filmmaker, born
in Marietta, Georgia
1986 - Kamui Kobayashi, Japanese racing driver, born in
Amagasaki, Hyōgo, Japan
1986 - Sean Williams, American basketball player, born in
Houston, Texas
1987 - Luke Fitzgerald, Irish rugby union footballer, born
in County Wicklow, Ireland
1988 - Keith Treacy, Irish footballer (Preston North End),
born in Dublin, Ireland

FastFACTS

KABELO MASOABI

MASERU – IN an apparent move to prevent
the leaking of official information and
documents, Police Commissioner Holomo
Molibeli has barred all police officers from
using social media groups.
A memo issued by the Lesotho Mounted
Police Service (LMPS) on September 10,
says no officer can participate in any media
platform except with the permission of the
commissioner.
Molibeli has ordered police officers to close
all their WhatsApp groups, adding that they
should also stay out of social media platforms
that attack other people.
According to the memo, the officers will

have to request the Commissioner’s permission
to either form or join social media groups.
Responding to this, renowned human rights
lawyer, Advocate Letuka Molati remarked on
Facebook that a police officer should behave in
a manner that the public will look up to them.
“Police officers should not be involved in
acts of character assassination. In the groups,
police can share news and opinions that adhere
to the ethics of the LMPS. Anything to the
contrary, such a person should be dealt with
through disciplinary processes,” he said.
Adv Molati said to create a WhatsApp
group does not need permission of the police
boss, however such a group should not be
used for purposes that are contrary to the
mission statement of the police service.

Quotes & Quips!
“You will be shocked at how the ANC is run. If they don’t have
money for salaries, a comrade will directly approach a donor
and get millions of rands. This process is run outside of formal
Luthuli House structures,”
says SA political analyst, Dr Ralph Mathekga on the ANC’s failure to pay salaries to its
workers for three months in the midst of a smothering debt load of more than R200million, including a R100-million debt to the South African Revenue Service (Sars).

Climate change is causing flowers to
change colour
Don't worry, your prized red roses aren't going to turn
turquoise overnight, but an increase in UV radiation due
to the ozone layer deteriorating over the past decades has
caused flowers all over the globe to change. A 2020 study led
by Clemson University scientists determined that the UV
pigmentation in flowers has increased over time which has led
to the degradation of their pollen. Although we can't see the
colour change with our eyes, it is a big problem for pollinators
like bees who are attracted to the bright colours that flowers
produce.

On This Day in

History
1908

September 16
William Durant creates General Motors
On September 16, 1908, Buick Motor Company head William
Crapo Durant spends $2,000 to incorporate General Motors
in New Jersey. Durant, a high-school dropout, had made his
fortune building horse-drawn carriages, and in fact he hated
cars–he thought they were noisy, smelly, and dangerous.
Nevertheless, the giant company he built would dominate the
American auto industry for decades. In the first years of the
20th century, however, that industry was a mess. There were
about 45 different car companies in the United States, most
of which sold only a handful of cars each year (and many of
which had an unpleasant tendency to take customers’ down
payments and then go out of business before delivering a
completed automobile). Industrialist Benjamin Briscoe called
this way of doing business “manufacturing gambling,” and
he proposed a better idea. To build consumer confidence and
drive the weakest car companies out of business, he wanted
to consolidate the largest and most reliable manufacturers
(Ford, REO, his own Maxwell-Briscoe, and Durant’s Buick)
into one big company. This idea appealed to Durant (though
not to Henry Ford or REO’s Ransom E. Olds), who had made
his millions in the carriage business just that way: Instead of
selling one kind of vehicle to one kind of customer, Durant’s
company had sold carriages and carts of all kinds, from the
utilitarian to the luxurious.
But Briscoe wanted to merge all the companies
completely into one, while Durant wanted to build a holding
company that would leave its individual parts more or less
alone. (“Durant is for states’ rights,” Briscoe said. “I am
for a union.”) Durant got his way, and the new GM was the
opposite of Ford: Instead of just making one car, like the
Model T, it produced a wide variety of cars for a wide variety
of buyers. In its first two years, GM cobbled together 30
companies, including 11 automakers like Oldsmobile, Cadillac,
and Oakland (which later became Pontiac), some supplier
firms, and even an electric company.

ALL JOKES
ASIDE
Father, I have pussy willows!
Pedro lives in an orphanage.
One day Pedro is heading towards town with his hands
clapped together, when the padre who runs this orphanage asks Pedro, "What do you have in your hands and
where are you going?"
Pedro replies, "Father, I have horseflies and I am going to town to get horses." Sure enough later Pedro comes
back with two beautiful Arabians.
Next day Pedro walks past the priest again with the
same question, "Pedro, what do you have in your hand
and where are you going?" Pedro replies once again,
"Father I have butter and I am going to town to get butterflies." Sure enough Pedro returns with beautiful monarch
butterflies. The very next day Pedro is headed towards
town once again when the Priest asks the same question,
"Pedro what do you have in your hands and where are
you going?"
Again Pedro replies, "Father I have Pussy willows-"
"Wait, Pedro!" says the Priest, "I'll go with you!!"

If it matters to you, it matters to us.

Send an email with your contact details
and phone number to:
editor@maserumetro.com or
WhatsApp on 266 62 005494.
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(How Lesotho’s Loti fared against
world major currencies this week)
Loti/SDR

Special Drawing Right (SDR)

20.61

Loti/Dollar

United States (US$)

14.46

Loti/Rands

South African (ZAR)

Loti/Euro

European Union (€)

Loti/Yuan

Chinese (¥)

Loti/Yen

Japanese (¥)

Loti/Pound Sterling

British (£)

20.00

Loti/Dollar

Australian (A$)

10.59

Loti/Dollar

Hong Kong (HK$)

Loti/Dollar

Singapore (S$)

10.79

Loti/Naira

Nigeria’s (₦)

0.035

Loti/Kwanza

Angola’s (Kz)

0.023

Loti/Birr

Ethiopia’s (Br)

0.32

Loti/Pound

Egypt (E£)

0.92

Loti/Ruble

Russia (RUB)

0.20

Loti/Riyal

Saudi Arabia (SAR)

3.85

Loti/Shekel

Israel (₪)

4.51

Loti/Real

Brazilian (R$)

2.75

Loti/Rupee

India (₹)

0.20

Loti/Dirham

UAE د.إ.))

4.47

Loti/Rupee

Mauritius (Rs)

0.34

1.00
17.07
2.25

COMMODITIES (International Rates in US$)
STOCKS
4,469.96

NASDAQ100

15,429.06

Nikkei225

30,511.71

Dow Jones30

34,758.66

FTSE 100

7,016.49

JSE

64,385.00

Hang Seng

25,006.71
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0.13

1.86
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BEDCO signs
venture capital
pact

CURRENCIES

Gold p/ounce
Platinum p/ounce
Silver p/ounce
Copper p/ounce
Brent Oil p/barrel

1,792.13
941.00
23.76
4.40
75.48

EQUITIES
Bonds
Treasury Bills
Interest Rates

18.44
3.67
91

ENERGY (Rates in Maloti/Rands)

(Rates in Maloti/Rands)

Maize Meal p/kg

M7.00

Eggs p/tray

M45.00

Wheat Meal p/kg

M10.00

Milk (fresh) p/litre

M16.00

Cabbage p/kg

M14.00

Milk (sour) p/litre

M20.00

Potatoes p/kg

M10.50

Rice p/kg

M30.00

Brown Bread p/loaf

M10.00

White Sugar p/kg

M22.00

White Bread p/loaf

M11.00

Brown Sugar p/kg

M25.00

Soghum Meal p/kg

M25.00

Beef p/kg

M85.00

Brown Beans p/kg

M30.00

Mutton p/kg

M90.00

Tomato p/kg

M15.00

Petrol Unleaded 93 p/litre
Unleaded 95 p/litre

M15.25
M15.15

Diesel 50PPm p/litre

M14.85

Paraffin p/litre
Water (Domestic) p/litre
Water (Industrial) p/litre
Electricity (Domestic) p/unit
Electricity (Industrial) p/unit
Gas p/kg

M10.50
M5.53
M15.03
M1.38
M0.26
M20.00

Vodacom delivers on promise
NEO SENOKO
business@maserumetro.com

MASERU - Vodacom Lesotho has delivered
on its brand promise, launching a series of
products and services in line with its tagline,
“Furthertogether”.
The offerings, among others include all
networks per second billing voice bundles,
data bundles, local brands concepts, Mum
and Baby as well as the Vodacom Business
Small and Medium-sized Enterprises
(SMEs) support campaign and the new
My Vodacom App Lite. The tagline,
“Futhertogether” appreciates and celebrates
the collective power of technology to
improve lives, provide a better future and
enable an inclusive and sustainable digital
society. Unlike previously, the all-networks
calling bundles now give customers more
flexibility to call all networks within
the country through the convenience of
purchasing one “All net bundle package”
without having to incur out-of-bundle
charging.
It further offers them greater value as
they are billed on a per-second basis.
This, Vodacom says directly translates
to more value in the form of call durations
allocated per bundle and an increase in the
voice calling bundles that can reach all local
networks.
On the other hand, the data bundles have
been repackaged to give customers more
value on their trusted data network with the
broadest coverage and best quality.
The telecommunications company
currently offers data bundles on an hourly,
daily, three-day, weekly and monthly
validity.
This provides a subscriber with a broad
set of options depending on their needs and
budget. To improve customer satisfaction
and loyalty (NPS), Vodacom further
diversifies its data bundles portfolio by

introducing daily nightshift bundles, further
introducing new data bundles and a pricing
change on already existing bundles.
The new data bundles will not have an
expiry data on the market, unless officially
decommissioned due to a business decision.
The offer is available to Prepaid and
Hybrid customers through *111*, My
Vodacom app, M-Pesa USSD and M-Pesa
app. The bundles are available on the data
bundle purchase journey on Prepaid and
Hybrid tariffs through the same platforms.
Customers will also benefit out of
their voice bundles through a per-second
unitisation, in which each bundle is charged
as per number of seconds it was used for.
“The experience of the past year of
the COVID-19 crisis has demonstrated the
critical role of connectivity and technology
in keeping society, businesses and
governments connected. As Vodacom, we
are extremely excited about giving Basotho
the best possible tools for them to lead
successful and fulfilling lives, using our
network and tools we can provide to make
their lives easier.
“Vodacom takes pride in having grown
over the years with unwavering support
from our customers. Our biggest mandate
is to continuously find ways to extend world
class services at the most affordable value
possible. We acknowledge our customers’
concerns and collectively ensure that they
access the resources and support needed
during these challenging times. It is our
mission to continue providing reliable,
customer-centric solutions; we are living our
promise and happy to go Further Together
with Basotho,” Vodacom Lesotho Managing
Director, Mohale Ralebitso said in his
remarks on Tuesday.
He said the Mum and Baby mobile health
intervention launched on Tuesday will
provide customers with maternal, neonatal
and child health information designed to

encourage good health practices amongst
pregnant women, mothers, partners and
caregivers. Mum and Baby is a web platform
offering exclusive health and wellness content
to educate mothers, partners and caregivers.
Vodacom also announced its effort to
assist local businesses and musicians. SMEs
are offered the opportunity to enjoy extended
publicity and reach by way of getting
advertising support from the company.
Businesses are urged to submit their
stories on how the COVID-19 pandemic
affected their day to day operations, with
a chance to be profiled by way of video

testimonies professionally, shot by Basotho
professionals. All the curated content will
be published on the company’s wide reach
platforms including social media pages as
well as radio shows.
“SMEs will be able to use the power of
technology to scale up their businesses. We
have a social contract with our customers and
therefore our products should be responsive
to their needs. This economy is in our own
hands and so we need to do the right thing,”
Vodacom Lesotho Executive Head of DivisionLegal, Regulatory and Corporate Affairs,
Tšepo Ntaopane said.

Vodacom Lesotho Managing Director, Mohale Ralebitso
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BEDCO signs venture
capital pact
NEO SENOKO

business@maserumetro.com
MASERU - BASOTHO Enterprises
Development Corporation (BEDCO)
on Monday signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with an American based
venture capital company, Enygma Ventures in
a move that seeks to support Basotho Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprise (MSMEs) to
access finance.
BEDCO is a parastatal of the government
of Lesotho mandated to develop Basotho
enterprises by assisting in their establishment,
promotion and growth.
Its mission is to build sustainable
enterprises contributing to national economic
growth. The affairs of the corporation are
managed and governed by a board of directors
through the Chief Executive Officer (CEO),
who is the head of the corporation.
Enygma Ventures on the other hand is a
unique purpose driven investment fund, led by
award winning entrepreneurs with 40 years
of combined experience growing and scaling
businesses in Southern Africa, Unite States of
America and Europe.
With a unique focus on empowering,

mentoring and funding women, the investment
fund believes that economic growth is achieved
by leveling the playing field and driving
progressive change by empowering women to
achieve their full potential.
With its operations in South Africa,
Enygma will support MSMEs by ensuring
that they get funding through non-traditional
means, including venture capital, to grow and
scale up their business ventures.
This will be done by offering adequate
support to meet investor requirements.
MSMEs will receive capital injection ranging
from a minimum of M365 000 up to
M14 000 000 towards their businesses in
exchange for an agreed stake in the business.
The deal was signed by the CEO of BEDCO,
Idia Penane and Lelemba Phiri, Enygma
Ventures Principal South Africa, reaffirming
and strengthening partnership between the
two organisations.
BEDCO’s primary role in the collaboration
is to mobilise and support MSME business
proposal preparations and investor readiness.
The entity will support MSMEs with
business proposal development, taking into
consideration the specific requirements of
Enygma Ventures. This will be done through

BEDCO Chief Executive Officer, Idia Penane

organising linkage platforms as a way for
investors to meet MSMEs.
The agreement will be valid for five years.
BEDCO will further support MSMEs post
funding with adherence to requirements as set
out in the funding agreements through various
interventions which include business coaching,
funds management support and incubation.
“This MoU will enable us to collectively
assist identified MSMEs address their access
to finance challenges. This will in turn enable
BEDCO to contribute to the economic growth
of Lesotho through an increased number of
sustainable MSMEs that contribute to job
creation and poverty alleviation in Lesotho,”
Ms Penane said during the virtual signing on
Monday.
The MSME sector is crucial to the
development and sustainability of the country’s
economy. In most countries, such businesses
contribute about 70 percent towards job
creation, but in Lesotho, the sector faces
numerous challenges that inhibit growth and
impact.
Access to finance and capital has been
identified as one of the biggest constraints.
As a government agency with a clear
mandate to grow and promote the MSME
sector, BEDCO has made concerted efforts to
assist in addressing some of the challenges
towards access to finance.
These efforts include exploring the use of
non-traditional financing methods that involve
engaging with venture capital firms to finance
Basotho MSME sector.
The primary basis of BEDCO’s 2021/25
strategy is line with the National Strategic
Development Plan (NSDP II) and the MSME
policy. The strategy particularly draws
from the first Key Priority Area (KPA) of the
NSDP II with focus on enhancing inclusive
and sustainable economic growth and private
sector job creation.
The strategy recognises the significant
role that entrepreneurship plays in the
achievement of the NSDP II and therefore aims
to provide a more focused approach to the
development of Basotho enterprises based on
the NSDP identified priority areas.
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NEO SENOKO

business@maserumetro.com
MASERU - A number of bottlenecks
should be addressed if the local
smallholder farmers are to take full
advantage of the national school
feeding programme.
Among other things, the
programme is aimed at providing
learners with nutritious meals to curb
short-term hunger with the intention
of increasing their attention span
in class, thus improving learning
outcomes.
It also provides job opportunities
to the local communities by offering
services to schools and to instill
a sense of ownership through
participating in school feeding
projects.
In 2015, the government assumed
full responsibility of financing the
national school feeding programme,
with the World Food Program (WFP)
remaining responsible for managing
and monitoring it.
The government also approved a
new National School Feeding Policy
(NSFP), setting into motion a number
of changes in the way the school
feeding programme is delivered in
public primary schools across the
country.
This included the out-sourcing
by the Ministry of Education and
Training (MOET) of the programme to
the private sector.
In 2017, the WFP handed
over some schools to the Ministry
of Education and Training for
subsequent engagement of the
National Management Agent (NMA)
outsourced to implement the school

Business

Bottlenecks hamper
farmers progress

feeding programme on behalf of the
ministry.
Since then, local smallholder
farmers have however, been
struggling to take full advantage of the
wide-open market opportunities that
come with the feeding programme.
Under the project, farmers are
allowed to produce and supply schools
with maize meal, beans, peas, eggs,
leafy vegetables as well as cooking oil,
salt and sugar.
According to statistics from the
education ministry, approximately 1
692.7 tons of pulses (beans, peas and
lentils) are needed for at least four
days per week to feed 313 461 learners
per annum.
A total of 501.5 tons of leafy
vegetables (cabbage, spinach, rape and
mustard) is needed once every week
to feed 313 461 learners per annum.
Farmers are further allowed to
supply 12 538 440 eggs/417 948 trays

to feed 313 461 learners per annum as
well as supply approximately 6 770,
700kg/67,707.7 tons of maize meal
per annum to feed learners with pap
and porridge.
But, farmers have been struggling
to take full advantage of these
opportunities.
Challenges include poor quality of
the produce, low volumes and erratic
supply to the market. High costs of
farming inputs also compel farmers
to go for low quality inputs with poor
returns.
Furthermore, farmers also fail to
meet market expectations due to lack
of physical and financial asserts such
as land and credit as well as human
asserts such as skills.
“Some farmers end up
withdrawing from their contracts
due to some of these challenges. This
year for instance, we are only working
with 304 smallholder farmers in the

school feeding programme. Some
have since withdrawn, leaving a huge
gap towards fulfilling the market
as required by the programme.
Sometimes we are forced to go out
and import some of the products from
South Africa,” said Pule Leboka from
the National Management Agent
(NMA).
The school feeding programme
has been implemented as a steady
feature of the primary education in
Lesotho since 1961. The programme
has been implemented through
various models and in collaboration
with different partners, including the
WFP since 1965 and the Ministry of
Agriculture and Food Security.
In order to maximise potential
benefits, ministry of education
believes that Home Grown School
Feeding (HGSF) needs to work as a
multi-sectoral intervention and needs
to be integrated into broader national
social protection systems, including
coordination mechanisms facilitating

each sector in both contributing to
and benefiting from the programme.
“A lot of impact can be seen
if we all work together with other
stakeholders to try and stimulate
growth,” said Thuto Ntšekhe
Mokhehle from the ministry of
education during the marketing
linkages forum that was organised by
the WFP and ministry of agriculture
last week. Going forward, the Lesotho
National Farmers Union (LENAFU)
recommended that among other, there
is a need to create a public-private
sector dialogue desk in the Ministry
of Agriculture and Food Security that
brackets relevant stakeholders in the
food system.
This is a dialogue platform for
advancement of the sector where
challenges, gaps and opportunities
will be discussed.
Continuous training on food
quality and handling should also be
emphasised as well as commodity
pricing and market intelligence.

Comments & Letters
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COVID-19 vaccine should be compulsory

LeFA should have an inclusive leadership

What is our government doing to combat

The Editor,

The Editor,

violence?

A sharp upturn in COVID-19 infections simply means the ongoing
government vaccination programme should be mandatory to all. Getting as
many people vaccinated is a way to go if we are serious about resuscitating
the economy. Anything less than mandatory vaccination simply means more
suffering to the economy. Different sectors of the economy are banking on
vaccine programmes as a clear pathway to recovery.
Even the Central Bank of Lesotho (CBL) has said on several occasions
that vaccine programmes will go a long way towards the country’s economic
recovery. This will, among other things help us retain Foreign Direct Investors
currently in the country and potentially open doors for more investment in the
long run. Jobs will also be saved and education will continue. Yes, I know we
all have a right to decide as to whether to take the jab or not, but at this point
we are dealing with a world crisis. And any decision not to get the jab will
certainly prove to be detrimental to the already struggling economy. For this,
and many other reasons I say government should tighten the rope and ensure
that the entire population is vaccinated before the end of this year as earlier
promised.

Sempe Thinyane
Sehlabeng, Thuathe

The football family from across the globe has congratulated LeFA President,
KC Salemane Phafane after the landslide victory to retain his position at the
helm of the local soccer governing body.
LeFA has been widely lauded for organising a world class Congress with
football mother bodies such as COSAFA, CAF and FIFA having joined the
assembly virtually.
LeFA structures and dignitaries in the Mountain Kingdom have also
joined the rest of the world in wishing KC Phafane well in his new term. They
have further pledged their support because they all believe in him and know
his capacities as well as integrity.
For good working relations going forward, LeFA structures had no choice
but to show approval of the election results to avoid being side-lined when
it comes to financial assistance as it has been the case with other structures
such as the Lesotho University and Colleges Sport Association (LUCSA) and
the Lesotho Football Coaches Association (LEFCA).
LUCSA and LEFCA were on two occasions put off when the football
governing body allocated the FIFA COVID-19 Relief fund to its structures,
owing to their positions during the LeFA 2017 elections. I do not find it to be
a good move to ill-treat someone for failing to support you previously. But I
consider it a very good strategy to take care of the same person in order to
entice them to your camp in future.
I hope in future KC Phafane and his National Executive Committee will
change that attitude for the betterment of the beautiful game.

The Editor,

While the world might have been caught off guard by the size and
ramifications of the COVID-19 crisis, the Government should be
prepared to respond to the increased risks to the wellbeing and safety
of children and women.
Violence against children and women remains a huge challenge
even today.
As governments ramp up response to COVID-19, what is actually
being done to combat violence?
As quarantine limits personal mobility and freedom of
movement, some countries are finding ways to expand access to
violence-related services.
Some countries are tackling the negative ways of coping with
COVID-19 that may exacerbate the risk of violence.
While alcohol abuse and problematic drinking is shown to be
linked to more severe violent episodes, other countries have and there
is limited evidence of how alcohol-related policies affect violence,
while others have taken proactive steps to limit associated risks.

Moleboheng Pule
Lithabaneng, Maseru

Thato Chabeli
Lekokoaneng, Berea

Speak OUT! Your opinions matter. This page is dedicated to those who wish to express their views.
EDITOR'S NOTE
BEDCO brings solace to struggling
smallholder entrepreneurs
BEDCO should exert itself in ensuring that as many SMMEs as
possible benefit from the newly signed deal between the local
body and an American based venture capital company called
Enygma Ventures.
On Monday, BEDCO announced the signature of a five-year
partnership with Enygma, marking a significant breakthrough
towards growing and scaling up of the SMME sector in the
country, particularly with focus on women entrepreneurs.
The whole idea is to rally behind female entrepreneurs and
provide them with access to funds in order to either kick start
or grow their businesses.
These goes to show how much the world and Lesotho
included value the contribution women make towards the
development of the economy in their respective countries.
The development of female entrepreneurs in the just
signed deal will be achieved through offering sufficient
support to meet the financiers’ demands.The recipients of the
initiative stand to receive capital ranging between M365 000
and M14million, provided they offer a certain percentage of
their businesses to the benefactor. This might not sound too
enterprising to a struggling businesswoman who is still trying
to get her business off the ground. But come to think of it, if it
means she will finally have access to funds that will help her
business to grow then that is a chance worth taking. Since the
advent of the fatal COVID-19 pandemic, a lot of businesses
were forced to close shop and many workers lost their jobs.
The economy of Lesotho and many other countries across the
globe in the process suffered a serious dent, with little or no
hope of recovery.
Despite the notable potential of the small businesses, local
commercial banks are still reluctant to offer financial assistance
to most of small and medium businesses.
Hence, the signature of the deal between BEDCO and
Enygma Ventures this week came as a welcome reprieve to
such companies whose future was until now uncertain.
The contract has also brought hope to employees of several
female-owned businesses who were out of jobs or on the verge
of losing such jobs.
On another note, most of the small business holders in the
country only operate informally, perhaps without any clear
bookkeeping skills.
These are people who cannot even put together a clear
business plan that can attract any form of funding.
As a result, it is upon BEDCO to ensure that people get their
hands on these finances in order to scale up their businesses.
Achieving this goal will further mean that hunger and
poverty will be reduced as more jobs will be created. It will
mark a clear pathway towards the achievement of the private
sector led economic growth as is the desire of the Government
of Lesotho.

Being a man is hard
…but being a woman who feels sorry for men is harder
If I were a man, I think it would be best to resort to the
endowed, I am also back-tracking from that sharp edge
lifestyle of my ancestors and live in a cave, paint on walls ever so slightly because, my god, it is shit to be one. It
and lose all ability of my Broca’s area so that I had zero
is more shit now then ever. And so should it be but wow,
language ability whatsoever.
if I were a man, I think it would be best to resort to the
I am just going to say it and I will probably say it
lifestyle of my ancestors and live in a cave, paint on
once and never again… I think. I realise that
walls and lose
saying this is going to win me some foes and
all ability of my
lose me some fans but who needs fans anyway,
Broca’s area so
they just circulate dust and other bacteria that
that I had zero
grow on you. One must never get comfortable
language ability
with bacteria. The same way one must never get
whatsoever.
comfortable around men. I know that for a fact.
What
History has taught us that they cannot be
sparked this
HAJI MOHAMED DAWJEE
trusted – and just to be clear, when women talk
sudden and
about men we already know “not all men”. So
very rare
please sir, keep it to yourself.
compassion?
But I digress. What I really want to say, and hold on
Well, the other day my wife was thrown off her serve
to your bloomers here, is that I kind of feel sorry for men. while playing tennis and lost focus on her game because
And now I will say it, not all men. But some…
a male gym goer came and sat on the bench in front of
Men have pushed me over the edge enough times to
our court. “How am I supposed to play with this creep
really hate them. I have exceptionally little time to spare
basically staring up my vagina?” she asked. “I mean does
for them. Honestly, I will admit this openly, in some
he live under a rock? Any man who has been around in
instances some men in my life who are actual family
the last five years at least knows that to sit and watch
members merely need to exist for me to lose patience
two women play tennis is completely unacceptable and
and all hope in the human race.
not okay.”
I was thrown over the edge long before I entered the
I agree on both those points but kind of felt bad
formal workforce, long before being “mansplained” to,
for the guy. What if he just liked tennis? The benches
long before the term “incel” existed and way, way before
are there to take a break on so what gives? Of course it
the #MeToo movement, which we can all thank for the
bugged me too because I do not put it past a guy to whip
humming death rattle of the far too prolonged banality of out his wang and give it a tug because he is so damn
the male prerogative.
entitled – this has happened before, but at the same time
The true to form contexts which the male species has
I kinda felt bad for the nerd who had his shoes tied way
offered us to dislike them are plentiful and indisputable.
too tight. Then he took a call. “I’m already waiting on
Toxic masculinity. A wholly misplaced sense of selfthe bench outside the pool,” he said. “Okay no problem,
confidence, even in the most mediocre of them. Sexual,
I will get you inside then.” This oke was just innocently
emotional and physical abuse. The patriarchy, the
waiting for someone who had clearly given him specific
patriarchy, the patriarchy.
instructions to meet at this specific place.
I could go on but I would rather burn my nipples off
Is it fair to assume he just wanted to do some vag
by squeezing them between a hair straightener.
staring? But then again, what if he was following
But I have to say that while I clearly have a soft spot
instructions… as an incel?
DM168
for the old-school feminist smack down of the testicular
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Poultry farmers
urged to up
production

MAMA Kotoane grows red cabbage, sweet
peppers, mushrooms and more on a small
plot of land in Berea. The 56-year-old
started growing such things in 2007,
having put most of her efforts before that
into the raising of pigs and chickens.
Today she has her brand Piggery &
Green, gesturing to where she started
and where
she Agricultural
is now, cultivating
a (TAS)
BEREA
- TKM
Solutions
host
of
vegetables
and
supplying
local
has strongly encouraged Berea poultry
supermarkets,
schools
restaurants.
farmers
to maximise
theand
local
production in
But
she
also
has
bigger
plans.
order to meet market demands
and enhance
“I am thinking to build something
job creation opportunities.
unique. I want to produce throughout the
TAS Director, Tšiu Malefane made
year,” she said, referencing her current
these remarks on Friday when awarding
seasonal harvesting. She also has a plan
certificates of attendance to a group of 14
to sell farming equipment like tillers,
poultry farmers from Berea, after completing
considering the lack thereof in her
a week-long training on proper management
neighborhood.
of poultry.
What Mrs Kotoane grows has shifted
The workshop was held at the Teyateyang
over the years, with a major change
LECSA primary school.
happening when she received greenhouses
Mr Malefane said chicken meat is one
and hail netting as part of international
of agricultural products which are on high
support projects for agriculturalists in the
demand in the local market, adding it can be
country, including through a partnership
afforded by most consumers.
between the government and the Enhanced
“But even people who have enough
Integrated Framework (EIF).
skills are suffering the impacts of poverty
“I remember in 2012 I lost a lot
and
hunger while they are still waiting for
of money. I expected a lot from my
donations,
hence
the initiative
toclimate
empower
watermelon
harvest
but due to
them
so
that
they
can
improve
their
change I lost it. I didn’t give up, and then I
livelihoods,”
he said.
was introduced
to protected farming,” she
He
noted
it is time to work in partnership
said.
to support
production
rather
than let
“I got local
the first
greenhouse
in 2018
and
the
escalating
rate
of
cash
flowing
to South
my life changed,” she added. Mrs Kotoane
Africa.
was able to increase her yields and try
He saidnew
there
is a need
to think
out of the
growing
items,
including
mushrooms,
box
and
consider
production
of
chicks.
spinach and lettuce. Her second two
He said local
farmers
have
to invest
greenhouses
came
via the
World
Bank,in the
establishment
of
slaughter
labs
and
improve
and she now has three employees and
packaging
of
chicken
products
as
part
of
a delivery car. Lesotho’s economy relies
increasing
sales,with
adding
that45the
government
on agriculture,
about
percent
of
isemployment
also considering
strategies
of reviving
in thethe
country
depending
on
eggs
selling
cycles.
it, and
almost
all rural households with
One of
Mphole
access
to the
landparticipants,
are involvedTseko
in some
form of
said
as
a
retrenched
south
African
miner,
vegetable or fruit production. To improve
doing
poultry framing
waslimited
something
he
the landlocked
country’s
economic
never
thought
about, butrural
having
gained
prospects,
supporting
small
farmers
farming
skills from KAS trainings has
is a must.
changed
mindset.
Thathis
support
can range from the
However,
said the
lack of partnership
provision of he
needed
equipment,
like Mrs
among
Basotho
is
killing
many
Kotoane’s greenhouses and
haillocal
nets, to
businesses,
addingofthat
they have nowso
been
the development
an infrastructure
equipped
with
effective
meanstoofimproving
advertising
as to meet
export
standards,
their
businesses
in order to increase sales.
marketing
and branding.
HeThese
urgedefforts
fellowaim
farmers
try to separate
to linktoagricultural
their
family
funds
from
business
coffers,
value chains so such trade can flow
saying
otherwise
that would
affect
smoothly
from fertile
soil tonegatively
supermarket
the
growth
of their
businesses.
shelves
across
borders.
In“We
a bid
totrying
motivate
thethere
newly
are
to get
bytrained
using
farmers,
’ManketsiSoThulo
thetoLeribe
our institutions.
we arefrom
trying
build
Poultry
Society
(LPCS)
said
up our Cooperative
standards. We
have local
projects
after
receiving
similar
trainings,deployment.
they have
concerned
with
infrastructure
gained
in the poultry
business
We aremomentum
trying to diversify
our markets,”
assaid
theyMosiuoa
now own
theirM&E
ownOfficer
slaughter
in
Tello,
withlab
EIF’s
Maputsoe.
implementation unit in Lesotho.
She
fact that their
Berea
EIFsaid
hasthe
distributed150
greenhouses
counterparts
ventured
intoand
the poultry
and hail netshave
to small
farmers,
hosts trainings
on topics
ranging
from of
farming
project implies
a new
beginning
howpartnership.
to package vegetables to business
their
development.
Mrs Thulo said through such association,
Mrs no
Kotoane
a few of these
they will
longerattended
find themselves
running a
trainings,
including
howwho
to keep
loss
as a result
of people
buy records
on credit.
and
how to cultivate
with
a greenhouse.
Meanwhile,
a similar
training
programme
But being
a farmer
always farmers
has its in
has been
scheduled
for poultry
challenges,
Maseru.
LeNA she noted, from her current
struggles with snails to access to water. She
wishes she had a better irrigation system
than her method using storage tanks and
watering cans.
She has competition too, with others
armed with larger plots and hundreds
of greenhouses, and market saturation
because all Lesotho’s produce is seasonal.
“COVID-19 hit me in the stomach, but
it helped me to think like an entrepreneur. I
thought if I could preserve these vegetables
during the pandemic maybe I could have
worked much better. I think I need to
have processing or a preserving project,”

Business

Farmers happy with
agricultural subsidy
MASERU – Farmers have welcomed the
government's decision to subsidise summer
cropping on seeds and fertilisers with 60
percent in a bid to boost food security in order
to fight poverty and hunger in the country.
The Minister of Agriculture and Food Security,
Likopo Mahase (pictured) on Friday advised
farmers to take advantage of the subsidy and
start cultivating their fields in full force.
He said they should make better use of the
moisture left by the recent torrential rains.
He however, noted that only farmers who
have contracts with the government will be
able to get the farming inputs in Ha Foso, ButhaButhe, Maputsoe and Mohale's Hoek.
The rest of the farmers, he said will get
seeds and fertilisers from local traders at
stipulated prices.
He further urged the farmers to visit
nearest health centres to get their respective
COVID-19 jabs, blaming the pandemic for the
poor harvest in the last farming season.
she A
said,
lossMachache
in her sales
due to
cropnoting
farmerthe
from
in Maseru,
restrictions
on movement.
Tlotlisang Sefali
said while he appreciates the
It is this kind
of forward
thinking
that has
government's
initiative,
he however,
questions
brought
her to
tomake
wherethe
she
is today.
the decision
seeds
and fertilisers
A recently
concluded
training for small
available
to them
only on Wednesdays.
“It feels like
the government
is putting
greenhouse
operators
covered record
keeping
the cart
beforemanagement,
the horse, which
is notas postand
business
as well
necessary
for proper
time management,”
harvest
handling.
Participants
requested
he said.

But another Maseru farmer, Motlohi
Sekoala commended the government for the
subsidy, saying the resolution will go a long
way towards promoting food security.
However, he felt that the government
should have also included cultivation
costs in the subsidy, showing that only
a few farmers own machinery.
He said the other farmers
who do not have the equipment
are largely compromised and
therefore need assistance
urgently.
He believes that the
government’s dream of
improving food security will
not be readily realised given
that the majority of farmers
do not own proper farming
implements.
Mr Sekoala said the government
still owes some farmers for using
moremachinery
support related
determining pricing.
their
in the to
last
Tello
said, that
“Weifare trying to
season,
adding
commercialize
they
are not paidthe production,” referring
to the
government and EIF’s work to help
on
time,
transform agricultural items to exports.
Trainings across many of Lesotho’s districts
mean to spur a business-oriented mindset,
even if that might only mean a small increase

they will not easily get involved in the current
summer cropping.
Timing, he said is of essence in farming,
hence if the farmers will only
have access to the seeds
and fertilisers on
Wednesdays, they will
end up being late
for the summer
cropping.
“Besides, it
means farmers
will gather in
huge numbers
at the selling
points,
defeating the
call for physical
distancing as a
way of combating
the spread of
the COVID-19
in production, a reduction in
post-harvest
pandemic,”
he
losses or more sales at local markets.
said.
For Mama Kotoane, she is continuallyLeNA
trialing other products, from okra to
cucumbers, and looking to make her own
farming process easier and more efficient.
“I focus on horticulture because I love it,”
she said. EIF

Looking to expand from
farming in Lesotho
…Support efforts include new tools
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ENJOY DINING AT
MASERU MALL
ASIAN CORNER
BARCELOS
GOLDRUSH CASINO
JIMMY'S KILLER
FISH & CHIPS
KFC DRIVE THRU
NADA RESTAURANT
ROMAN'S PIZZA
THE MARKET
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Drugs for chronic conditions made
readily available

LINEO MABEKEBEKE
health@maserumetro.com

MASERU – The World Health
Organisation (WHO) has warned
that people with chronic conditions
like HIV, diabetes, high blood
pressure and Tuberculosis (TB)
could be at an increased risk

of contracting COVID-19, as
their immune systems may be
compromised, particularly if they
are not on treatment or not taking
their medication as prescribed.
The government of Lesotho
with the support of the USAID and
Right to Care has launched a new
healthcare initiative that makes

medicine collection for patients
with chronic conditions easy and
quick.
Bonolomeds is the new
healthcare innovation that makes
free medicine collection for
patients with chronic conditions
easy, without having to stand in
long queues.

One of the registered patients,
’Maboiketlo Selo who has chronic
high blood pressure said this is a
good move by both the government
and its partners as they are now
able to collect their medication from
places which are not congested, at the
designated places.
The initiative, she said also
came at an opportune time when the
world is facing the deadly COVID-19
pandemic, making it easy for people
like her to be safer than before.
Mrs Selo therefore encouraged
other patients with chronic conditions
to also register at their respective
health care centres and to choose the
most convenient medicine pick-up
points for their drugs.
Speaking during the launch of the
programme on Saturday in Maseru,
the Programme Coordinator of Right
to Care, ’Makatleho Sejane said the
Ministry of Health with support of
the USAID has shown a political
commitment and leadership in the
fight against HIV by bearing all
the costs relating to TB and other
healthcare needs.
She also said in the heart of
the COVID 19 pandemic, there is
an urgent need to promote social

distancing by using different
health facilities.
“The aim is actually to attain
sustainability for control of the
epidemic while keeping on drug
availability. Patients do not have
to wait in long queues at the
health care centres, all they need
is to pick up their medicines at
designated places,” Mrs Sejane
also said.
While the understanding
of the COVID-19 pandemic is
limited, people with chronic
conditions are said to be at higher
risk of contracting COVID-19 and
they may have poorer treatment
outcomes, especially if their
condition is untreated or their
treatment is interrupted.
WHO as a result warns that
older people and those who have
chronic conditions are more
likely to become severely ill with
COVID-19.
Within this context, such
people are warned to take
extra precautions to protect
themselves from the pandemic
by taking their medication as
prescribed, following strict social
(physical) distancing, washing
their hands regularly with
soap and water or sanitiser and
wearing cloth face-masks when
they are out of their houses.

Hospital clears mix-up on expatriate workers
LINEO MABEKEBEKE
health@maserumetro.com

The St Joseph's Hospital in Roma, Maseru

MASERU - The Christian Health
Association of Lesotho (CHAL) has
assured the nation that one of its
facilities, the St Joseph’s Hospital in
Roma has not engaged any illegal
expatriates as its staffers like it is
rumoured.
According to a statement released
by the association this week, the
hospital has legal expatriate workers
in its employ and some of them have
been with the health centre since
2012.
The last to be employed was in
2019, the statement further shows.
The hospital says as part of the
recruitment process, management
ensures that all non-Basotho medical
staff has the following documents
which render them eligible to work in
the country: educational certificates,
last university testimonial, visa,
residence permits, credentials
assessment results (from the
Ministry of Health), Lesotho Medical
Council retention certificates and
valid work permits.
Currently, the hospital has six
expatriate employees, whose work
permits expired around May 2021
and have since applied for their

renewal through proper channels.
They include two doctors,
a dentist, a radiographer, an
anaesthetic technician and a nurse
midwife.
The statement further shows
that although the renewal of the
work permits was made in the past,
the Labour Commissioner however,
realised some mishaps on them and
asked the hospital to correct them.
The hospital says it is currently
rectifying the said mistakes, adding
that the employees’ applications
are already at an advanced stage
because submissions have been
made to the credentials committee
for assessment for submission to the
Labour Department later.
“During this period when
processes are underway, these
expatriates are not practicing
until they have been granted work
permits,” the institution says.
Besides the six expatriate
workers, there are also three doctors
and a radiographer who hold refugee/
asylum seekers certificates.
According to the provisions of
the laws on refugees, holders of such
certificates do not need permits to
work in countries where they seek
refuge.
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The world in 10 minutes
CAMEROON
Excitement at snow in Cameroon but it was probably hail

SOUTH AFRICA
Anti-vax SA couple now back jab
after getting sick

ZIMBABWE
Zimbabwe asks state employees to
take a jab or quit

People in Bana in western Cameroon have been sharing pictures and
videos of what many said was snowfall. As it started to come down
people rushed out to capture this unusual event.
But was it in fact snow? Looking at the pictures, BBC Weather
forecaster Nikki Berry said it looks more like hail rather than snow.
"It would be highly unusual to get snow in Cameroon, other than
on the very highest mountains," she told us.
"I believe Bana is around 1500m elevation which would not be
high enough for snow at that latitude. You can see in the video that it is
formed of granular lumps of ice rather than flakes."
"It certainly is possible to get hail at those latitudes if
thunderstorm clouds reach high enough in the atmosphere. There
have been some active thunderstorms in the region over the last few
days - and so entirely possibly that one of them resulted in hail."

A South African couple who were against the use of Covid-19 vaccines
have changed their tune and are now encouraging people to get jabbed.
Vanessa and Mark Joubert caught coronavirus, an experience that
changed their view on vaccines, Times Live website reports.
Mr Joubert - who had mild Covid-19 symptoms in July - has been
fully vaccinated. His wife's experience in the intensive care unit made
him change his mind, the news site says. Mrs Joubert spent six weeks
on a ventilator and doctors said they "didn't expect her to make it".
She now says she wants to get jabbed as soon as she's eligible.
The couple have encouraged their relatives and friends to get
vaccinated. The government is concerned about growing anti-vaccine
sentiment in the country. Only 10 million people have been inoculated
against Covid-19, and the government says this needs to reach 40
million for population immunity. The country’s football association is
now offering free match tickets to encourage people to come forward to
get the injection.

The government in Zimbabwe is asking its employees to get
vaccinated against Covid-19 or resign.
It says the move is aimed at reducing the risk of spreading the virus.
In an interview with a local radio station, Justice Minister Ziyambi
Ziyambi says that employees who think they have a right to choose
whether or not they can be vaccinated have it all wrong.
The government previously introduced a new regulation for
churches and restaurants to only allow people with a vaccination card
inside their premises. The aim is to tackle vaccine hesitancy within
the population. The southern African country has been able to fully
vaccinate 1.7 million people, about 12% of its population. About 3% of
the people in Africa have been fully vaccinated.
No country in Africa has introduced legislation to make a Covid
vaccine mandatory to the population.
However, some experts are of the opinion that a case can be made
for such policies to be introduced as a way of tackling the pandemic
and its threat to public health.

UNITED KINGDOM
USA
Facebook apologizes after its AI labels Black
men as 'Primates'
U.S. District Judge Paul Maloney ruled that David Werking’s parents had no right
to throw out the collection of films, magazines and other items.
A judge has ordered a western Michigan couple to pay M436, 000 to their
son for getting rid of his pornography collection. U.S.
District Judge Paul Maloney’s decision last week came eight months after
David Werking, 43, won a lawsuit against his parents. He said they had no right to
throw out his collection of films, magazines and other items. Werking had lived at
their Grand Haven home for 10 months after a divorce before moving to Muncie,
Indiana. The judge followed the value set by an expert, MLive.com reported.
Werking’s parents also must pay M208,000 to their son’s attorney.
After moving to Indiana, Werking learned that his possessions were
missing.

AUSTRALIA
Australia media can be sued for social media
comments, court rules
Australian news outlets can be held liable for defamatory comments
posted by readers on their social media posts, the nation's top court
has found. The landmark ruling could have wide implications for how
Australian news firms and others use social media.
It comes after a former teenage prisoner sued media companies
over Facebook comments posted below articles about his mistreatment
in detention. News Corp Australia and Nine Entertainment could face
damages.
Experts say the ruling could have consequences for anyone with a
large online following, not just news publishers.
The world-first judgement could also influence defamation cases
globally.

Bride slammed for lying about child-free
wedding to exclude niece over her appearance
A furious wedding guest took to Reddit to ask users whether they were in the wrong for
confronting the bride and groom about their strict wedding rule after they were accused
of ruining the big day. A bride has been slammed after she was caught lying about having
a child-free wedding to avoid inviting her niece. The bride's sister was furious when she
discovered the truth about her wedding after she arrived at the do to find loads of other
children there. On Reddit, the woman explained that her 15-year-old stepdaughter, Jane, has
a burn scar on her neck and over half of her face from an accident that took place four years
ago. She added: "She's already gotten tons of insensitive comments but to me and her dad
she's still the most beautiful soul. My family's been supportive and loving towards Jane."
Revealing that her sister and now-husband got married a few days previously, she
added: "They told me and my husband they decided the wedding will be childfree. Meaning
Jane couldn't come. But when the day rolled around, they couldn't believe their eyes.
"My husband and I got to the venue and the first thing we noticed was kids... Kids of all
ages all around the venue. My husband literally stopped walking. He paused for few seconds,
looked at me then let go of my hand and said he was outta there. Confused, the woman claims
she went straight over to her sister and husband to confront them, asking them why they
hadn't allowed their niece to come too.
"I blew up at them asking why they lied about this being a child-free wedding when
it wasn't. I asked them in front of everyone why they decided to basically lie to me and my
husband and get us to exclude our daughter?
"Why? Is Jane somehow different from the other kids who showed up?
"My sister tried to calm me down but I bluntly asked if It was cause her step-niece

has a burn scar/visible injury that she and her husband were too ashamed of."
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Braai your way through
Tourism Month

KABELO MASOABI
MASERU – AS spring settles
in across the country, we look
forward to that significant
barbecue-braai smell filling the
air.
Spring is also the time to creep
out of the comfy corners of your

nests and head to the beautiful
spots scattered over Lesotho.
Braai fanatics are set to stoke
their fires and throw the meat on
the coals for the World Tourism
Month, with the main celebration
marked by over 40 United Nations
(UN) countries on September 27.
The Minister of Tourism

Environment and Culture, Ntlhoi
Motsamai on Thursday launched the
Tourism Month in Maseru.
This year's theme is titled
‘Tourism for Inclusive Growth’.
It is in this gesture that the
Lecholi Braai Masters from Ha Tsolo,
Maseru had planned to host a food
extravaganza for local tourists at
the Mejametalana Dam on Sunday.
However, the event was postponed
due to the COVID-19 concerns leveled
by the National COVID-19 Secretariat
(NACOSEC).
“NACOSEC stand is that open
events are still barred under the
current colour code restrictions,
as our show was projected to pull
a large crowd. However, our plans
remain intact and as soon as the
restrictions have been loosened, we
shall continue with our food festival
programmes, which include road
shows," Lecholi Butchery staffer,
Mokesi Hlalele told Metro on Monday.
Elaborating more on the

Majoro to look into DJs
grievances
KABELO MASOABI
MASERU – PRIME Minister Dr
Moeketsi Majoro has promised to
look into a request by members of the
Disc Jockey Association of Lesotho
(DJALE), to reopen entertainment
and sports activities in compliance
with the Public Health (Covid-19)
Regulations, the PM's Spokesman
Bhuda Moseme has confirmed.
In an open letter to Majoro on
September 7, DJALE’s President,
Malefetsane Tsoeliane aka ‘DJ
Darvetz’ said DJs and musicians have
been on the receiving end since night
clubs and social spaces have been
closed from the time restrictions
were imposed in the entertainment

industry.
“We solely depend on events
and renting out sound system for
such in order to earn a living. We
have taken upon ourselves to curb
the spread of unemployment by
not relying on government to hand
us jobs," read the letter. To further
illustrate how the regulations have
negatively impacted on its members,
DJALE has asked Majoro to take note
that they are unable to pay rent at
their respective places of residence,
which puts them at odds with their
landlords.
It says their insurance policies
have lapsed, they are unable to pay
school fees for their children, their
bank accounts have been closed and

they are unable to feed their families.
“The National COVID-19
Secretariat (NACOSEC) has us
caged-in; hence we are unable to play
music or perform which is both our
work and sanctuary," adds Tsoeliane.
DJALE members note that they do
not deny the fact that the COVID-19
is real and kills but contend that it
would be best for people to be allowed
to learn to live with it.
In March this year, the
association blamed the government
and NACOSEC for the untimely
demise of their member, Deejay
Moorosi Tšeuoa, otherwise known as
DJ Hamza. Tšeuoa had made a name
for himself in the entertainment
industry after securing a role as a

objective of the carnival, he said,
“The problem with most Basotho is
that they only eat food to fill their
stomachs. They only eat for hunger.
They hardly celebrate food. As a
result, it is not easy to run a classy
restaurant successfully. Basotho,
let's make a habit to go out to spend
on most delicious food offered by
our talented chefs. They serve meals
worth celebrating and feasting on.
Let's make it a habit to celebrate food
regularly, with friends, colleagues or
families."
Chef Hlalele says as the weather
of late screams braai, they declare the
whole of September the braai month
in Lesotho.
“In fact, make that every
weekend from here on until the end of
the year," he adds.
He goes on to show that the
long sunny vacation days also in
December are unbeatable for a
braai, advising braai lovers to start
warming up now.

“We want people to know
that our braai is not just a
regular offering but we perfect
our chesa nyama recipe!
“We want to braai
peacefully with them in the
shades under the trees, while
the little ones explore the
nearby streams and waterfalls.
These braai spots double as
awesome places for nature
jaunts," he notes.
To date, the Maletsunyane
Braai Festival remains the
biggest braai festival in
Lesotho.
It is an annual event
held every last weekend of
November. It takes place against
the backdrop of the breathtaking Maletsunyane Falls in
Semonkong which is about
115km from Maseru.
The fall has been certified
by the Guinness World Records
as the longest commercially
operated single-drop abseil in
the world.

resident DJ at a popular night club,
Shelly Brown in Upper Thamae,
Maseru.
His death was reportedly
caused by depression. He allegedly
committed suicide on March 4 at his
Mazenod home.

“Our government and NACOSEC
have completely stopped us from
working and doing the only thing that
helps us relieve stress while making
people happy,” Tsoeliane said during
DJ Hamza’s funeral service.
with two young dancers.

DJALE President, Malefetsane Tsoeliane aka ‘DJ Darvetz’
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General Crosswords
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
24
28
32

36

29

38

39

49

50

46

48
51

52

56
61

62

63

64

65

66

67

Across
1.
5.
9.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
23.
24.
25.
28.
31.
34.
35.

59

Carve in stone
"The Sun
Rises"
Vinyl collectible
Whimper
University mil. group
Dried sponge
False god
The Everly Brothers, e.g.
Male chicken
Prairie schooner
Peptidase
Tel
, Israel
A sib
Coronation
Home extension
Coaster
Food thickener

53

55
60

58

27

43

47

54
57

26

40

42

41
45

25

Last Week's Solution

35

37

44

13

30

34

33

12

22

23

31

11

36.
38.
41.
42. "
43.
44.
49.
50.
51.
54.
57.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.

Pearl and Nathan
Polish remover
Not deceived by
'er up!"
Darn
Knot
Poodle's cry
Insect stage
King with a golden touch
Spread
Sachet scent
Confab
Ballet wear
Swelling
Roll call response
Kind of agreement
Biblical patriarch
Coastal raptors

67.
Down
1.
2.
one
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
21.
22.

It holds the line

25.
26.
27.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
37.
38.
39.
40.

Utah lilies
Ludicrous
Spread around
"For
a jolly
Welcome site
Key material
Hawaiian veranda
Illuminated
Realtor's offering
Set one's sights
Weather conditions
Island National
Monument

42.
45.
46.
47.
48.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.

Blinker
Medicinal syrup
Film director's cry
Military helicopter
in Chief
Sky-blue
Caterpillar hairs
Doll's cry
Mountain pool
Lackluster
Floral necklace
Driver's lic. and others
Grassland

"Beowulf," for one
Elizabeth I was the last
Garlic piece
Moon of Saturn
Passionately
Forte
Manage
Book size
Breakfast place
Student aid
Hit on the head
Roswell sighting
Word before and after "oh"
Dentist's directive
Kind of mill

So You Think You are Geneius
Question

(Answer next week)

Take a normal piece of paper, exactly 0.1mm thick. Fold it in
half, and then in half again, and again, and again. Do this a
total of 50 times. How thick would the final paper be?

Sudoku Puzzle
Fill in all the squares in the
grid so that each row, each
column and each 3x3 square
contain all the from 1-9
This is the Quick Sudoku for the
solver in a hurr: target time, ten
minutes.

Last Week's Solution

Last Week's Answer

White, because he was at the north pole and saw a polar bear.
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For everything Car in Lesotho

E-mail: motoring@maserumetro.com

Be Car-Smart

Wash your car once a week
A bad Washing your car keeps it clean, shiny
and free from corrosion. Remember to clean the
car interior too. Dirt particles are abrasive while
spilled liquids such as sodas and juices can be
corrosive. Vacuum your car interior thoroughly
and wipe the lenses on the dashboard with a soft
damp cloth. Take your mats out and brush or
hose them down. This will remove dirt that may
otherwise create wear in your mats if they build
up. Dry the mats thoroughly in the sun before
placing them back in the car.
The most important and best kind of care for
your car is routine preventive maintenance. It can
keep your car in good condition for years to come.
However, there is another important aspect

of car care - washing and cleaning your car on a
regular basis. After all, you don’t just want the
inner workings of your car to be in top condition.
You want your car to look good and clean from the
outside as well.
As you drive around on a daily basis, your
car gets hit by dirt, dust, and all kinds of debris
and contaminants such as bird poop, pollen, dust,
leaves, gravel, and mud.
If you don’t clean your car regularly, over a
period of time, these elements can settle on your
car walls and dull the paint. Even a brand new car,
if not cleaned regularly, can end up looking really
dull and dirty.
If you are considering selling your car
somewhere down the line, you want to keep it in
good condition both on the inside and the outside.
(And even if you are not considering selling your
car, driving a dirty car does not make for good
optics!)
Without regular cleaning, the only option

Few days to Corolla Cross
… Pricing, Model Line-Up and 'Reserve Now'
Toyota's hotly anticipated Corolla Cross is
set to go on sale at the start of November '21.
Following the previous releases where we
shared the product concept and powertrain
details, we are pleased to announce the model
line-up, pricing and a first for Toyota; a presales campaign where prospective buyers can
reserve their very own Corolla Cross ahead of
the official sales date.
A three-grade strategy has been
adopted, using Toyota's familiar Xi, Xs
and Xr nomenclature (also found on the
Cross' Corolla stablemates and other Toyota
passenger vehicles). Xi denotes the entry-

level model, which is aimed at customers
seeking core value motoring. The mid-tier
Xs adds additional comfort and convenience
specification, while the flagship Xr grade
receives upgraded exterior aesthetics, larger
alloy wheels and additional features.
Standard specification on the Xi includes
colour coding, keyless entry, poweradjustable and auto-retractable exterior
mirrors, LED taillamps and automatic
light control. Interior Items include four
cupholders, stowage binnacles, 60/40 folddown rear seats and steering switches. Cruise
Control, air-conditioning, 12-volt power outlet,

all-round one-touch power windows and a
Multi-Information Display (MID) round off
the spec offering.
The Xs model adds foglamps, an upgrade
to LED headlamps, Park Distance Control
(PDC) and rain-sensing wipers. The interior
trim is upgraded to leather, while the airconditioning switches to a dual-zone variant
and the Multi-Information Display (MID) is
upgraded to the TFT-type.
The audio system too receives an upgrade
to touchscreen 'spec' which brings with it a
reverse camera, Apple CarPlay/Android Auto
functionality and two additional USB ports

Tel: 266 2232 5494

left would be to repaint your entire car. However,
repainting a car does not come cheap. Washing
your car on a regular basis and keeping it clean
takes a little time and effort, but it is a far more
cost-effective option compared to repainting your
car.
Most car owners don’t consider washing
or cleaning their car to be a part of preventive
maintenance. For most people, car cleaning
involves simply hosing their car down with water.
However, proper car cleaning is a detailed task
- you need to wash and clean everything from the
windows and body of the car to your tyre hubs and
treads. This kind of extensive cleaning involves a
sponge, warm water, and soap.
If, however, you are hard pressed for time,
you can simply drive down to your regular
professional car wash and get the job done for
anything between M50 and M200.
Regardless of what option you choose, what
matters is that you keep your car clean at all times.

(for a total of 3). Toyota Connect is included
across the board.
The top-of-the-range Xr models offer
customers additional convenience and safety
specification and an upgrade to 18-inch
wheels.
Safety & Security All Corolla Cross
models offer buyers a comprehensive safety
and security package. All models include an
anti-theft system, auto door-lock and ISOFIX
anchor points. The airbag array includes
driver, passenger, side and driver-knee (on
Xi & Xs) while the Xr adds curtain airbags. A
full suite of active safety features is present
on all models Including; VSC, ABS, EBD and
Hill Assist Control (HAC). The Xr model also
boasts Toyota Safety Sense (TSS) - which
encompasses semi-autonomous driving aids
and enhanced safety-system functionality.
The standout elements here are Adaptive
Cruise Control, Blind Spot Monitoring
(BSM), Lane Trace Assist (LTA) and a PreCollision System (PCS).
Model Line-up & Pricing
As noted in the 77 Days to Corolla Cross
release, the newcomer will feature a two
engine strategy: a 1.8-litre petrol engine
(103 kW & 172 Nm) and ultra-fuel-efficient
1.8-litre Hybrid (90 kW total system
output). This in combination with the
aforementioned three-grade strategy results
in a five-model matrix:
Corolla Cross 1.8 Xi                     - R 349 900
Corolla Cross 1.8 Xs                    - R 390 100
Corolla Cross 1.8 Xr                    - R 425 400
Corolla Cross 1.8 Hybrid Xs      - R 413 000
Corolla Cross 1.8 Hybrid Xr       - R 448 300
*All models employ a Continuously Variable
Transmission (CVT).
Peace of Mind
A six-services/90 000 km service plan
is standard on all Corolla Cross models, with
service intervals pegged at 12-months/15
000 km. A 3-year/100 000 km warranty
also forms part of the offering. The Hybrid
model carries an 8-year warranty on the
Hybrid battery. Customers can also purchase
additional service and warranty plan
extensions from their nearest Toyota dealer
(220 outlets nationwide).
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Rabale loving life at Sundowns
OWN CORRESPONDENT

Mehalalitoe captain, Boitumelo “Queen” Rabale

MASERU - Mehalalitoe captain,
Boitumelo “Queen” Rabale is
slowly settling down at Mamelodi
Sundowns Ladies after the South
African side were recently
crowned inaugural winners of the
CAF Women’s Champions League/
COSAFA qualifiers.
The 25-year-old forward
came from the bench in all the
five matches that Sundowns
played at the regional qualifiers
and netted two goals, which came
against LDF Ladies in the group
stage and a scorcher in the final
against Black Rhinos Queens of
Zimbabwe.
The 3-0 win over Rhinos in
the final not only gave Sundowns
the bragging rights in the region
and a trophy, but they also
secured a spot to play at the CAF
Women’s Champions League to be
staged in Egypt later this year.
“It feels good to be part of
the Sundowns team that were
crowned as regional champions
during the recent COSAFA

qualifiers for the CAF Women’s
Champions League. It was a goal
I set for myself after joining the
club,” Rabale stated.
“I’m happy that my career
with the club is on the right track
and we have qualified for the CAF
Women’s Champions League,” she
also said.
Rabale, who joined Sundowns
in April this year, had previously
played for Bloemfontein Celtic
Ladies and twice helped them
clinch the then South African
Women’s National League
Championship.
“Yes, being at Sundowns
is different to Celtics. It is very
different because I get to play
in competitions like the CAF
Women’s Champions League,
where I will be playing among
the giants of the continent,” the
Mehalalitoe skipper
said.
It hasn’t been an
easy journey
since
joining the
club, but
I’m pushing

hard because it’s a big team, with
a big squad and the competition
to be in the starting line-up is
immense.
“I’m happy with the
contribution I have made thus
far and that the commentators
were saying the goal I scored in
the final against Black Rhinos
was the best of the tournament.
It’s a motivation for me to keep
working hard and proving my
worth at the club,” she said.
Sundowns were ruthless
through the COSAFA tournament
winning all their five matches in
the competition and scoring 22
goals.
Before she joined Celtic,
Rabale was based in the United
States of America (USA) where
she played professional football
for among others, the Lewis and
Clark Trailblazers Community
College team in Illinois State.
In Lesotho, the formidable
striker used to play for the
now defunct Likhosatsana FC
whose status has since been
bought by LDF Ladies FC.
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Khotlele lauded for great
showing at Paralympics
MASERU – Minister of Gender and

Minister of Gender and Youth, Sports and Recreation, Likeleli Tampane

MASERU – King’s Counsel
Salemane Phafane was on Saturday
re-elected as the Lesotho Football
Association (LeFA) President,
following a landslide victory
over Maseru District Football
Association (DFA) boss, Lijane
Nthunya. He secured 42 votes out of
the 49 delegates, who were eligible
to vote in the Congress that was
held in Maseru while his challenger
managed only seven votes.
In his acceptance speech,
Phafane thanked COSAFA, CAF and
FIFA for participating virtually in
LeFA’s XVIth Congress.
“First of all, colleagues and
friends at COSAFA, CAF and
FIFA, I thank you for joining us
in this important Congress of our
Federation,” he said.
“It’s indeed as I said in the
beginning, a historic Congress,
which you have all joined us
virtually. Know that we have
demonstrated to the world that
distance is not a barrier and that the
football family will not be divided
merely because of a pandemic.
“We still remain in-touch as a
family and thanks for being with
us,” he said.
Phafane, who was recently
elected to serve in the FIFA
Disciplinary Committee, also
conveyed his message of gratitude
to the LeFA structures for trusting
him with another term in office at
the helm of the local football mother
body.
“To you my leaders,
Secretaries, Presidents, and
members of our structures, I thank
you for your unshaken trust in

Youth, Sports and Recreation, Likeleli
Tampane has applauded Litšitso Khotlele
for well representing the country at the
recently ended Tokyo 2020 Paralympics
Games.
Speaking at her welcome ceremony
on Monday, the minister said Khotlele
put the country on the map, despite the
challenges she encountered.
She said people living with
disabilities form an integral part of the
society and should always be cherished.
Such people, Tampane said also need
to work hard in order to improve sports
for the development of the country in
general.
She said there is need for
involvement of more Basotho in sports
so that more athletes could participate in
international games.
“Sports are vital because through
them individuals can overcome poverty,”
Tampane also said.
She also revealed that the ministry
will present M20 000 to Khotlele as a
token of appreciation.
Speaking on behalf of the Minister of

Social Development, Keketso Sello also
congratulated Khotlele, for a job well
done.
He said sports bring solidarity
among nations, create employment, build
resilience and confidence, as well as
promote good health among all people.
For her part, Khotlele thanked
everyone who contributed towards her
success, promising to do better in future.
She said there is need for more people
to engage in sports in order to represent
Lesotho in great numbers in the next
games.
President of the National Paralympics
Committee Association of Lesotho,
Limpho Rakoto said sports are a weapon
that can change people’s lives, agreeing
that they boost people’s confidence.
She said during her brief stay in
Tokyo, she among others managed to
forge good relations with people from
countries like Korea and Germany,
who intend to contribute towards the
development of sports in Lesotho.
The next Paralympics Games will be
held in France in 2024.
LeNA

Phafane re-elected LeFA President
choosing me as the leader of this Association
again. I must say that without you, I’m
nothing,” LeFA President stated.
“I once again appeal to all the structures
to join hands together for the betterment of
our football. I take this position on a mandate
from you and together we can grow the level of
football in this country to a higher position.
“We have big dreams for our football, we
need your expertise and we therefore invite all
of you to work with us in achieving this dream
of ours,” he said.
Phafane’s journey in football began several
decades ago at Bantu FC where he served
among others, as the Mafeteng-based outfit’s
Secretary General. He later joined LeFA as a
member of the National Executive Committee
(NEC).
He rose through the ranks to become the
Secretary General, Vice President and finally
the association’s President.
He also served on a number of FIFA SubCommittees including the Legal Committee,
Member Association Committee and the
Organising Committee for the FIFA U-20 World
Cup. At the Confederation of African Football
(CAF), he served in the Women Football and
Legal Committees.
He also served as the Vice President and
Chairperson of the Appeals Committee at
COSAFA. The LeFA XVIth Congress was
graced by officials from the Lesotho Sports and
Recreation Commission (LSRC), the Lesotho
National Olympic Committee (LNOC), LeFA
Honorary Secretary General, Justice Tšeliso
Monaphathi and Honorary NEC members
Thabo Pule and Rantsubise Matete among
others.
The article was supplied by the LeFA Information Office

Lefa President King's Counsel Salemane Phafane
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The courageous unpretentious
coach, Moroesi Lazaro

TEBOHO JAFETA
sports@maserumetro.com

MASERU - Coach Moroesi
Lazaro’s unique and courageous
personality has helped her
become one of a few women who
lead men’s teams playing in the
elite leagues.
As one of the pioneers for
local female coaches, she has
shown that she has what it takes to
compete with men in the normally
male dominated industry. She
is now in the same bracket with
Sierra Leone’s Victoria Conteh who
was appointed East End Tigers’
coach in December 2019 while
Ethiopia’s Meseret Manni was
the one to break the ice when she
coached Dire Dawa in 2015.
Locally, Lazaro follows
in the footsteps of Elizabeth
Yelimala who led Premier League
contenders, Kick4Life FC as
assistant coach in 2015 until 2018.
When Lazaro first made her
presence felt, she led young boys
and girls’ football teams in ButhaButhe to the Vision 2020 Games
in 2010 and 2011.
She then took over the second
tier Mokhotlong-based Lesotho
Postbank League side Mzamane
FC from 2019 to date.
As assistant coach to
Caswell Moru, she was in
charge of the senior national
women team Mehalalitoe during
the COSAFA senior Women
Championship in 2012. She took
the same role assisting army

Sergeant Lehloenya Nkhasi during
the 2020 COSAFA Senior Women’s
Championships in South Africa. She
was of course given the assignments
because she is a qualified soccer coach.
She holds a LeFA Level 1 Coaching
Certificate obtained in 2010 and a
FIFA Coaching Attendance Certificate
obtained in 2012.
The 50 year-old mentor also
obtained a CAF C Licence Coaching

Certificate in 2014 and a FIFA Coaching
Attendance Ccertificate in 2018.
She is a FIFA Instructors
Certificate holder after obtaining
the qualification in 2020. The same
year, she obtained a CAF Zonal
Women Instructors Certificate in
South Africa. Born on March 3, 1971,
Moroesi Sylvia Lazaro is the daughter
of ’Mamthimokholo and the late Jobo
Lazaro of Ha Mopeli, Majakaneng,

Butha Buthe. She is the second child in
the family of six- five boys and a girl.
She was born and bred in Ha Mopeli.
After she completed her primary
education at St Cyprian Primary School
in 1983, she proceeded to Butha-Buthe
High School where she obtained her
Junior Certificate (JC) in 1987 and her
Cambridge Overseas School Certificate
(COSC) at Hill Rock High School in
1990.

Wash
HANDS

TAKE CARE
BASOTHO

Because in those days, it was
unusual for a girl to play football,
she only played her beloved sport
with her five brothers at home.
That is where she picked up
most of her ball controlling skills.
Her leadership role began in high
school where she became a prefect
at both Butha Buthe High School
and Hill Rock. Unfortunately for
her, girls did not play football at
both schools; hence she only had to
watch the boys play. But she was a
useful netball and volleyball player.
However, the fact that time did
not allow her to play football did not
hamper her from getting involved
in the management of the sport.
As early as 1993, she was
elected as Secretary of her home
men’s team, Butha-Buthe Roses FC
and served in that role until 2018.
In 2012, she was elected as a
member of the District Football
Association (DIFA) Butha Buthe
and has been serving in that
capacity to date. A year earlier,
she had been elected as a member
of the National Women’s Football
Committee (NWFC) to date.
Lazaro looks up to the former
Butha Buthe district head coach,
Lehlohonolo Chetane, top local
coach Seephephe “Mochine”
Matete and former woman
referee, ’Malesenyeho Matsepe for
grooming her at the beginning of
her illustrious career.
She also gives most of the
credit to her brothers who taught
her the basics of the sport from an
early age.
“Growing up, I idolised foreign
female coaches like Fran Hilton,
Jaqueline Shipanga and Elizabeth
Yelimala. I always wanted to be
like them,” she recalls. What puts
her off is being disparaged by
male coaches only because she is a
woman.
“It’s hard for some men to
accept that women can coach. They
don’t respect their input, but that is
part of the game, hence we have to
be strong and move on,” she says.
Taking the role of the head
coach of her team was the highlight
of her career. But she quickly adds
that it also comes with its own
challenges, especially when she
has to discipline misbehaving male
players. Lazaro is also a fulltime
radio presenter and reporter at
the Moeling Community radio
station in Butha-Buthe. She owns a
development women football team,
Lazzie Ladies Stars which play in
the Butha Buthe district league.
Her fellow colleague at
Mzamane FC, Mohlalefi Kokoropo
describes her as an unpretentious
but talented individual.
“She is a well-qualified coach
who possesses vast football
administration skills. She is
passionate about the sport and has
a unique as well as courageous
approach which most women lack.
I have seen her work hard to ensure
that our team triumphs. She instills
unity among the players and the
rest of the team,” he says.
Moru who worked with her
in the national team says Lazaro
enjoys working with other people.
“She has a burning sensation to
learn,” he notes.
Lazaro is a single mother of
two boys. Her other hobbies include
reading, going to church, watching
TV and cooking.

