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The South African Medical Association Trade Union (SAMATU) has called on 
government to urgently appoint unemployed South African doctors, saying the 
public health system remains understaffed despite the availability of qualified local 
graduates. The union said hiring unemployed doctors would help ease pressure on 
public hospitals and address what it described as an injustice facing local medical 
professionals. The call follows concerns raised by ActionSA over the Gauteng 
Department of Health’s reported annual spending of more than R612 million on 
foreign healthcare professionals.
SAMATU general secretary Dr Cedric Sihlangu said local doctors should be 
prioritised for employment, while stressing that all healthcare professionals legally 
in the country must be protected under the law.
Read the full story: https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1BT5BoJhWF/...
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Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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Government on trial: opposition accuses Matekane 
administration of trampling the constitution

NATIONAL  NEWS

RANTAU TLALI MAKHETHA

MASERU-The Office 
of the Official Leader 
of the Opposition, 

Mathibeli Mokhothu, has this 
week launched one of its most 
scathing attacks yet on Prime 
Minister Ntsokoane Matekane’s 
Revolution for Prosperity 
(RFP)-led Government, 
accusing it of a “calculated and 
systematic pattern” of defying 
binding court orders that, if left 
unchecked, threatens to collapse 
constitutional democracy in the 
Kingdom.

In a strongly worded 
press statement issued from 
Parliament and dated 20 July 
2026, the Office of the Leader 
of the Opposition catalogued no 
fewer than six separate instances 
in which the courts of Lesotho — 
from the High Court to the apex 
Court of Appeal — have handed 
down binding judgments that 
the Executive has either ignored 
outright or actively frustrated 
through administrative 
directives.

The statement does not 
mince words. It describes the 
Government’s conduct as “not 
merely unlawful” but as “an open 
declaration that the Executive 
considers itself superior to the 
Constitution and the Judiciary.” 
It warns bluntly that Lesotho 
is on “a dangerous path that 
threatens the very existence of 
constitutional democracy” in the 
country.

Efforts to obtain comment 
from the Prime Minister’s office 
were unsuccessful by the time 
of going to print. Government 
spokesperson Thapelo Mabote 
did not respond to questions sent 
to him regarding the allegations 
contained in the press statement, 
and was not available for 
comment.

A GROWING LIST OF 
DEFIANCE

At the centre of the 
Opposition’s charge sheet is 
what it frames as an emerging 
institutional habit rather than a 
series of isolated administrative 
hiccups. The statement lists, 
chronologically and by name, a 
string of senior public officials 
who have obtained court 
orders reinstating them to 
their positions, only to remain 
locked out of their offices on the 
instruction of the Executive.

The most recent is 
Ombudsman Advocate Tlotliso 
Polaki. According to the 
statement, the Constitutional 
Court issued an interim order on 
29 June 2026 directing that she 
continue serving in her office 
pending the final determination 
of a matter before the courts. 
Despite that binding order, the 

Opposition says she remains 
locked out following directives 
reportedly issued by the Minister 
of Law and Justice.

Her case is not the first of 
its kind. The statement recalls 
that in September 2025, the 
Constitutional Court ordered the 
immediate reinstatement of the 
Director of Public Prosecutions, 
Advocate Hlalefang Motinyane. 
Nearly a year later, she too 
remains denied access to her 
office, again reportedly on the 
instructions of the Minister of 
Law and Justice.

A similar fate, the 
Opposition says, has befallen 
the Commissioner General of 
the Revenue Services of Lesotho 
(RSL), Advocate ‘Mathabo 
Mokoko, whose court-ordered 
reinstatement “continues to be 
ignored.”

Perhaps the most politically 
charged item on the list is the 
continued non-implementation of 
the Court of Appeal’s 7 November 
2025 judgment ordering the 
reinstatement of 76 axed National 
Security Service (NSS) officers. 
The Court of Appeal is the 
highest court in the land, and the 
Opposition’s statement pointedly 
stresses this fact — underscoring 
that even a ruling from Lesotho’s 
most authoritative judicial body 
has failed to move the Executive 
to act, more than eight months 
after it was handed down.

The statement further alleges 
that the Government’s disregard 
for court authority extends 
beyond the reinstatement of 
senior officials into the terrain 
of ordinary public servants. 
It cites the case of ‘Mating 
Mahooana, who the Opposition 
says was dismissed from the 
Public Service on 2 July 2026 
in direct violation of a Labour 
Court interdiction issued that 
same day. It also revives long-
standing grievances dating 

back to 2024, when courts 
ordered salary adjustments and 
payment of arrears — backdated 
to September 2019 — for Lesotho 
Correctional Service (LCS) 
officers, arrears the Opposition 
says remain unpaid to this day.

Taken together, Mokhothu’s 
office argues, these six cases 
“are not isolated incidents” but 
evidence of “a calculated and 
systematic pattern of executive 
disregard for judicial authority” 
that “strikes at the heart of the 
constitutional order.”

“COURT JUDGMENTS ARE 
NOT SUGGESTIONS”

The press statement 
is unusually direct in its 
constitutional framing. It 
reminds the Government, in 
bolded emphasis, that “the 
Constitution is the supreme law 
of the Kingdom” and that “court 
judgments are not suggestions; 
they are binding legal directives.” 
No minister, no principal 
secretary, and no government, it 
says, possesses the constitutional 
authority to suspend, ignore or 
frustrate the execution of judicial 
decisions.

The Opposition goes further, 
arguing that a government 
which persistently refuses to 
obey its own courts is “steadily 
transforming itself into an 
authoritarian administration,” 
one that governs “through power 
rather than through law.” 

It is language rarely used so 
explicitly in official Opposition 
communication, signalling 
how seriously Mokhothu’s 
office regards the trajectory 
of the current administration’s 
relationship with the Judiciary.

Crucially, the statement ties 
this pattern of defiance directly 
to the credibility of Lesotho’s 
ongoing National Reforms 
process — the multi-sector 
programme meant to strengthen 

constitutional governance, 
reinforce judicial independence 
and restore public confidence in 
state institutions following years 
of political instability.

 “It is impossible to speak 
credibly about democratic 
reforms while simultaneously 
refusing to implement court 
judgments,” the statement reads, 
adding that “a Government 
cannot claim to champion 
constitutionalism while 
actively dismantling its very 
foundations.”

The Opposition also 
frames the issue as a human 
rights matter, not merely an 
administrative or political 
dispute. 

It notes that the officials 
and public servants affected 
have been “deprived of their 
constitutional rights despite 
having obtained lawful remedies 
from competent courts,” and 
warns that the pattern “sends 
a chilling message that even 
a successful litigant against 
the Government cannot expect 
justice to be enforced.”

A CALL TO ARMS — AND A 
WARNING

Beyond the condemnation, 
the statement carries an explicit 
call to action. Mokhothu’s office 
has appealed to a broad coalition 
to speak out against what it 
calls “this dangerous erosion 
of constitutional governance.” 
The list of parties it appeals to 
is extensive: ordinary Basotho 
who believe in constitutional 
democracy and the rule of 
law; all democratic political 
parties “regardless of political 
parties regalia”; civil society 
organisations, churches, labour 
movements, professional bodies, 
human rights organisations 
and media houses; the legal 
fraternity; and international 
partners including the 

Southern African Development 
Community (SADC), the African 
Union, the Commonwealth, the 
United Nations, and diplomatic 
missions accredited to Lesotho.

“Silence in the face of 
repeated violations of court 
orders is complicity in the 
destruction of democracy,” 
the statement warns, before 
issuing what may be its most 
pointed line: “If the Executive 
can disregard the Judiciary 
today, tomorrow it will disregard 
Parliament, constitutional 
commissions, independent 
institutions and ultimately the 
rights and freedoms of every 
Mosotho.”

The Opposition closes 
its statement by pledging to 
continue holding the Government 
to account, declaring that 
“Lesotho’s future cannot be built 
upon contempt for the law,” 
and insisting that democracy 
survives only when every 
institution — the Government 
included — is subject to the 
Constitution and obedient to the 
judgments of the courts.

SILENCE FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE

As of publication, the 
Prime Minister’s office had not 
issued any public response to 
the allegations. Government 
spokesperson Thapelo Mabote 
could not be reached for comment 
despite attempts to do so this 
week, leaving the Opposition’s 
detailed charge sheet — and 
its warning of creeping 
authoritarianism — unanswered 
from the Executive’s side.

The unimplemented 
judgments cited in the 
statement span multiple arms 
of the security and justice 
sector, from the Ombudsman’s 
office to the NSS, the DPP, the 
RSL, the Labour Court and the 
Correctional Service, suggesting 
the dispute over judicial 
compliance is not confined to 
a single ministry or a single 
case, but touches several of 
the institutions central to the 
country’s reform agenda.

Whether the Government 
will respond formally to the 
Opposition’s statement, or 
whether the affected officials 
— including Advocate Polaki, 
Advocate Motinyane and 
Advocate Mokoko — will pursue 
further legal or contempt 
proceedings to compel 
compliance, remains to be seen. 

What is clear is that the 
question of whether the 
Executive in Maseru is bound by 
the courts, or merely selectively 
cooperative with them, has now 
moved squarely into the political 
arena, with the Leader of the 
Opposition staking his authority 
on forcing an answer.

•	Mokhothu warns Executive is transforming into “authoritarian administration” as list of defied court orders grows
•	From the Ombudsman to axed NSS officers, six unimplemented judgments paint a picture of systemic contempt 

for the Judiciary
•	PM’s office silent as Mabote fails to respond to Government’s mounting rule-of-law crisis
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Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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There is a peculiar arithmetic 
to nation branding: it asks a 
country to convert something as 

intangible as public trust into something 
as marketable as a logo, a slogan, a feeling 
that lingers in the mind of an investor 
scrolling through options on a laptop 
screen. 

Zambia has now placed its chips on 
this arithmetic. On March 3,  President 
Hakainde Hichilema launched the Brand 
Zambia Initiative under the theme “Ignite 
the Spirit of Zambia,” and in the months 
since, the Zambian government has 
moved to position peace, stability and 
institutional credibility not merely as 
domestic virtues but as tradeable strategic 
assets on the global stage.

The initiative received a notable 
diplomatic endorsement on July 5, when 
Haya Mvita, Director for Nation Branding 
at the Diplomatic World Institute, sat for 
an exclusive interview at the Zambian 
Mission in Brussels. 

Speaking to press attached to the 
Embassy of Zambia in the BENELUX 
countries, Mvita described the initiative 
as a visionary milestone, framing it as far 
more consequential than a conventional 
marketing campaign. 

Her intervention, released through 
a press statement issued by Aswell 
Kazembe Mwalimu, First Secretary for 
Press and Public Relations at the Embassy, 
deserves scrutiny not because its praise is 
unwarranted, but because nation branding 
exercises of this kind live or die on the gap 
between the story a country tells about 
itself and the story its institutions actually 
enact.

Mvita’s central claim is that Zambia 
is being repositioned from a landlocked 
country into what she termed a land-linked 
hub, a formulation designed to reframe 
geographic limitation as a function of 
regional connectivity rather than isolation. 

This is not a new ambition for Zambia, 

which has long sat at the crossroads of 
several Southern African Development 
Community transport corridors, but the 
branding exercise seeks to convert that 
geographic fact into a coherent national 
narrative capable of competing for investor 
attention against neighbours making 
similar claims. 

The distinction Mvita draws is 
instructive: every country possesses a 
reputation, whether it curates one or not. 
The question, in her framing, is whether 
that reputation is deliberately shaped or 
left to accumulate by accident, shaped 
instead by headlines, rumour, and the 
residue of whatever crisis last made 
international news.

It is worth pausing on the rhetorical 
device Mvita used to illustrate the point. 
She invited her interviewers to consider 
what comes to mind at the mention of 
France, of Japan, of Zambia, arguing 
that each name summons an image, a 
feeling, an expectation, and that this 
cluster of associations constitutes national 
reputation in its rawest form. 

It is an effective device precisely 
because it is so easily tested. Ask an 
average investor, an average tourist, an 
average diplomat unfamiliar with the 
region what comes to mind when Zambia 
is mentioned, and the answer is likely to 
be thinner and less flattering than what 
Brand Zambia hopes to cultivate. 

That thinness is precisely the deficit 
the initiative is designed to close, and it is 
fair to note that closing it requires more 
than a launch event and a motto.

The motto in question, “Move Zambia,” 
anchors the initiative to seven declared 
pillars: credibility, robust coordination, 
national heritage, institutional alignment, 
security, stability, and long-term 
socioeconomic transformation. 

Each of these terms carries weight 
far beyond the communications strategy 
that houses them. Credibility, for instance, 
is not manufactured by a branding 
campaign; it is earned through consistent 
institutional behaviour, transparent public 
finance management, and predictable rule 

of law, the very terrain on which many 
resource-rich African states, Zambia 
included, have historically struggled to 
convince sceptical capital markets. 

Institutional alignment likewise 
presumes a functioning coherence 
between the executive, the legislature, the 
judiciary and subnational government 
that campaigns cannot conjure into being; 
it either exists in practice or it does not, 
and international investors conducting 
due diligence tend to look past slogans 
toward audit reports, court rulings, and 
procurement records.

None of this is to dismiss the initiative 
outright. Mvita’s broader argument, that 
national reputation is a tangible strategic 
asset driving trade, investment and 
international partnership, is difficult to 
contest as a matter of principle. 

In a competitive global economy where 
capital is mobile and attention scarce, 
countries that fail to articulate a coherent 
value proposition risk being defined by the 
last negative headline rather than the sum 
of their actual conditions. 

Zambia’s recent history, including its 
debt restructuring negotiations and the 
broader macroeconomic adjustments 
under the Hichilema administration, 
has generated exactly the kind of 
headlines a branding initiative is meant to 
counterbalance. 

Positioning peace, security and 
stability as the country’s differentiators 
is, in that sense, a rational response to a 
specific reputational challenge rather than 
an arbitrary marketing flourish.

Mvita went further, linking President 
Hichilema’s leadership philosophy, which 
she characterised as grounded in love, 
care and delivery, to what she called the 
SEED-POWER framework, an acronym 
she said she developed through her 
own academic research representing 
Sovereignty, Empowerment, Endurance 
and Development. 

The pairing of an emotionally 
resonant leadership description with an 
academically framed governance model 
is a common device in nation branding 

literature, intended to give a campaign 
both heart and intellectual scaffolding. 

Whether SEED-POWER becomes 
a durable analytical tool for assessing 
Zambian governance, or remains a 
rhetorical flourish confined to diplomatic 
press statements, will depend on whether 
it is operationalised into measurable 
indicators that outside observers, and 
indeed Zambian citizens themselves, can 
track over time.

The interview also arrived against 
the backdrop of a significant institutional 
milestone: the Diplomatic World Institute 
and its sister publication, the Diplomatic 
World Magazine, are marking their Silver 
Jubilee, a quarter century of positioning 
themselves as a bridge between diplomacy 
and global politics, trade, investment, 
culture, technology and finance. 

That anniversary context matters, 
because it situates the Zambia interview 
within a long-running institutional 
practice of profiling nations and leaders 
for an audience of diplomats, investors and 
policy watchers, rather than as an isolated 
public relations event.

For Zambian citizens watching 
from Lusaka, Ndola or the Copperbelt 
rather than from a diplomatic mission 
in Brussels, the more pressing question 
is not whether the branding language is 
polished, but whether the pillars invoked, 
credibility, institutional alignment, 
security and long-term transformation, 
translate into lived improvements in 
governance, service delivery and economic 
opportunity. 

A national brand can open doors in 
boardrooms and diplomatic receptions. 
It cannot, on its own, substitute for the 
institutional substance that ultimately 
determines whether the doors it opens lead 
anywhere durable. 

Brand Zambia has set an ambitious 
narrative in motion. Its success will be 
measured less by the eloquence of its 
launch than by whether Zambia’s own 
institutions, in the months and years 
ahead, give that narrative something solid 
to stand on.

Brand Zambia: when peace becomes a strategic export

SADC  NEWS

RANTAU TLALI MAKHETHA
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Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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Sudan sentences RSF chief Hemedti to death: 
Who’s he, what’s he accused of?

AFRICA  NEWS

CAOLÁN MAGEE

Port Sudan trial of paramilitary leaders centres on atrocities in West Darfur.

A Sudanese court has 
sentenced Rapid 
Support Forces 

(RSF) leader Mohamed 
Hamdan Dagalo, also known 
as Hemedti, to death after 
convicting him of war crimes, 
crimes against humanity 
and genocide over atrocities 
committed in West Darfur.

The court, sitting in the 
army-controlled city of Port 
Sudan, also sentenced 15 other 
senior figures of the RSF, a 
paramilitary group locked in a 
war with the Sudanese army 
since 2023, to death over the 
same crimes.

Here’s what we know:
What’s the background to 

the ruling?
Sudan descended into civil 

war on April 15, 2023, after a 
bitter power struggle between 
the army chief, General 
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, 
and Hemedti. Their forces 
had operated alongside one 
another before they turned 
their weapons on each other.

The dispute centred partly 
on how and when the RSF 
would be integrated into the 
regular army as Sudan tried 
to transition back to civilian 
rule. Fighting erupted in the 
capital, Khartoum, and quickly 
spread across the country 
with RSF fighters seizing 
much of the capital while the 
army retained key military 
positions and relied on its 
advantage in the air.

In the western region of 
Darfur, the RSF and its allied 
militias were accused of 
ethnically targeted killings, 
sexual violence, looting 
and mass displacements 
of non-Arab communities, 
particularly the Massalit in 
and around el-Geneina, the 
capital of West Darfur state.

The balance began to 
shift after the army launched 
a counteroffensive, retaking 
Wad Madani, a city in east-
central Sudan, and advancing 
through the capital. In 
March 2025, it recaptured 
the presidential palace and 
pushed the RSF out of most 
of Khartoum, dealing the 
paramilitary force one of its 
most significant defeats of the 
war.

But the army’s victory in 
the capital did not end the 
conflict. Most of the fighting 
then moved westwards. The 
RSF consolidated its position 
across much of Darfur and 
captured el-Fasher, the 
capital of North Darfur state 

and the army’s last major 
stronghold in the region, in 
October 2025. Fighting also 
intensified across Kordofan, 
the vast region connecting 
Darfur with central Sudan.

Recent attention has 
focused on el-Obeid, the 
capital of North Kordofan state 
about 360km (224 miles) 
southwest of Khartoum, 
where the RSF has massed 
forces around one of the 
army’s most strategically 
important strongholds in 
southwestern Sudan.

El-Obeid lies at the 
intersection of roads linking 
central Sudan with Darfur and 
the country’s southern states. 
Control of the city, therefore, 
could shape the movement of 
troops, weapons and supplies 
across several fronts.

The United Kingdom and 
more than two dozen other 
states have warned that about 
half a million civilians face the 
risk of large-scale atrocities 
as fighting intensifies around 
el-Obeid. The United Nations 
says civilians have endured 
siege-like conditions and 
repeated drone attacks as the 
two sides battle for territory 
surrounding the city.

Who is Hemedti?
Born about 1974 into 

the Mahariya branch of 
the Rizeigat community in 

Darfur, Hemedti first rose 
to prominence through the 
Janjaweed, a collection of 
predominantly Arab militias 
deployed by former President 
Omar al-Bashir’s government 
during the Darfur war in the 
early 2000s.

In 2013, al-Bashir’s 
government brought many 
Janjaweed fighters into the 
newly created RSF, placing 
Hemedti at its head.

Despite becoming one of 
al-Bashir’s most powerful 
allies and benefitting 
politically and economically 
under his government, 
Hemedti joined Sudan’s 
military leadership in 
removing the longtime 
president during a popular 
uprising in 2019.

Hemedti and al-Burhan 
subsequently became the two 
dominant figures in Sudan’s 
military-led political order. 
Together, they removed 
the civilian-led transitional 
government in an October 
2021 coup before their alliance 
fractured over the proposed 
integration of the RSF into the 
army and control of the state, 
leading to the breakout of the 
Sudan war.

What were Hemedti and 
other RSF leaders convicted 
of?

The Port Sudan trial 

centred on atrocities 
committed in el-Geneina, 
including the June 2023 
killing of West Darfur 
Governor Khamis Abakar.

The court found Hemedti 
and the other defendants 
guilty of orchestrating attacks 
on civilians, widespread 
destruction and looting, and 
the targeting of schools, 
places of worship and 
residential neighbourhoods.

Among those sentenced 
were Hemedti’s brother and 
deputy, Abdelrahim Hamdan 
Dagalo; another brother, 
al-Qoni Hamdan Dagalo; 
and the RSF’s West Darfur 
commander, Abdul Rahman 
Juma Barkallah.

Judge Mohamed al-Amin 
ordered the confiscation of 
RSF assets and instructed the 
authorities to seek Interpol 
red notices for the arrests 
and extraditions of those 
convicted.

The ruling marks the first 
conviction of the RSF’s top 
leaders since the civil war 
began. Its practical impact 
remains unclear, however, 
because the group controls 
large parts of western 
Sudan and those convicted 
remain beyond the army-led 
authorities’ reach.

International action
Global pressure has 

mounted on the RSF outside 
Sudan’s courts with the United 
States sanctioning Hemedti 
after determining that 
members of the RSF and its 
allied militias had committed 
genocide in Sudan in January 
2025.

The International Criminal 
Court’s deputy prosecutor said 
this month that investigators 
had obtained evidence 
connecting atrocities in el-
Geneina and el-Fasher to 
top RSF leaders although 
the court has not publicly 
identified potential suspects.

On Wednesday, a UN fact-
finding mission concluded 
that the RSF had committed 
genocide during its siege 
and capture of el-Fasher, 
citing mass killings, gang 
rapes, abductions and the 
deliberate use of starvation 
against civilians as part of an 
intentional and systematic 
policy.

The RSF has denied 
committing genocide or war 
crimes.

The Sudanese army has 
also faced accusations of war 
crimes. UN investigators 
found that both the army and 
RSF have carried out large-
scale attacks on civilians and 
vital infrastructure.

- Al Jazeera 
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Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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EDITOR'S NOTE

Lesotho’s conceited efforts to combat 
climate change are likely to pay off
It is indeed encouraging to see Lesotho making 
conceited efforts towards addressing issues of climate 
change, which is lately becoming a major problem not 
only on the African continent but across the globe. 

A shift in temperatures and rainfall patterns that 
we only saw in other parts of the world can now be 
witnessed within our shores. 

And most of the time, while these shifts might be 
natural, human activities have been the main driver of 
climate change. 

If not well addressed, Lesotho stands to struggle a 
great to deal with the issue in the not so distant future. 

A few days ago, our very own Prime Minister Dr 
Moeketsi Majoro was in New York, USA, calling on the 
international community and development partners 
to simplify the accessibility of funds earmarked for 
climate change in his address during the 77th General 
Assembly of the United Nations. 

While he appreciates that there are resources 

aimed at helping developing countries to mitigate and 
adapt to the impacts of climate change, he is however, 
concerned that the funds in question are hard to come 
by, so to speak. 

The global climate-finance architecture is complex, 
with variable structures of governance and modalities. 

Some finances the premier said, are channeled 
through multilateral agencies, sometimes even 
outside the funding mechanisms of the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change and 
some laws through bilateral development assistance 
institutions, thereby making coordination difficult. 

This is a good sign that the country is making 
efforts already to try and deal with climate change 
challenges that could otherwise be detrimental to the 
Mountain Kingdom going forward. 

However, with Lesotho being one of the poorest 
countries in Africa and still looking to grow its 
economy, it shall be interesting to see how the country 

leaders navigate between attracting investments while 
at the same time considering issues of climate change. 

This is thought-provoking because the country is 
likely to attract investments in areas that could further 
aggravate its vulnerability to negative effects of 
climate change. 

So the question is, whether or not such lucrative 
investments could be left alone?

We are already seeing the effects intense heat 
waves have from human-made greenhouse gasses, 
all of which are major contributors to the world 
economies. 

Such deals could also contribute significantly to our 
own economy though highly dangerous in nature. 

So that means people who are entrusted to take this 
country forward economically and otherwise should 
think twice before approving some money-spinning 
deals that could, however, pose serious threats to our 
country.

Elections, Self-awareness, and Competition Tensions 2:

A few days ago I came across a post that read: ‘No mental health 
in an unsustainable world”. In other words, we need to be in 
optimum mental health if we want to build a sustainable world. 
We need to be in optimum mental health if we want to build 
peaceful and vibrant nations. How we respond to elections, their 
buildup, and the results sets the stage for how well we will build 
ourselves into a peaceful and vibrant nation, at least in the ensuing 
electoral cycle.

In this article I again contexualise mental health to elections, 
and discuss and encourage us to value ourselves, and to value the 
elections as a critical juncture in our lives of great significance 
for coming generations. This particular elections has the greatest 
potential of making or breaking this nation. Younger people are 
raring to take up the governance baton. In this article I hope to 
encourage them to seek to raise their own self-awareness, self-
perceptions, insights, and competences so that they may perceive 
properly of the need to prepare themselves so that, when they do, 
they do not just come and perpetuate our shortfalls. 

There has not been an elections with so much uncertainties in 
conditions on their eve. What with escalating court contestations 
that would lead political parties, even the IEC, into last minute 
changes in their outlooks and approaches to the elections because 
of outcomes of the contestations. What with unusually long ballot 
papers and possible differing understandings of even how to coach 
my own voters to locate candidates. Older people will probably 
recall the confusion of some voters even about symbols in the 
2002 general elections. We shall, most likely, be approaching 
this elections with minds that are a bit more rattled than ever. A 
condition likely to add to the usual elections stress.

Many of us will not have been aware of our own mental 
health conditions before the onset of this column. Many of us will 
probably be reading this column for the first time and not aware 
at all of our own mental health conditions. For the benefit of all 
of us it is imperative that we go over our situation repeatedly, 

especially as we approach an event characterized by raising 
tensions and stress levels. It is only natural that elections, being 
competition, and this elections with so many new variables, 
including the tri-folded number of contesting political parties, 
will raise unprecedented tensions and stress levels. Stress from 
fear, anxiety, excitement, or disappointment will, as is natural, 
restrain blood away from the higher thinking brain towards the 
primitive brain for protection. It will make rational thoughts and 
decision making unusually difficult. Stress restrains blood away 
from the immune system towards muscles in readiness for the fear 
response – fight, flight, or freeze. We must rise above all of this.

We showed in past articles that colonisation and apartheid 
left us with very sad and devastating mental health legacies 
– illnesses: Lack of self-awareness – a sense of victimhood 
caused by long-term suppression (lifaqane, colonisation or 
apartheid, in our case) that reinforces a sense of apathy that we 
are not able to influence our environment, or things, other than 
through contestation or violence. And anosognosia – lack of 
self-awareness, inaccurate self-perception, lack of insight, denial 
of deficit, self-deception (the problem of not knowing that/what 
I do not know) that are “hidden in plain sight”. With anosognosia 
we persist in one way of thinking, behaving, and same rules; we 
are prone to destructive conflicts; we resist new evidence and 
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SUSTAINING QUALITY

PEACE & RESILIENCE

How can self-awareness, awareness, and insight enable us to make 
higher win/win decisions and behaviour knowledge; we lack inhibition; and we resist healing. Not being 

aware of these is a true recipe for uncertain drama.
To be not aware of these is like to be not aware that some of 

my limbs are paralysed, maybe because of stroke. Most ridiculous! 
Yet, this is the case with anosognosia. Stroke attacks and disables 
brain centers and circuits responsible for movement of specific 
body parts and causes disruption in the transmission of neural 
impulses between the brain and the relevant muscles. The reason 
anosognosia is said to be “hidden in plain sight” and that we are 
not aware (even not aware of it) is because, unlike stroke, it attacks 
and disables brain centers and circuits responsible for some brain 
functions of thinking (and learning). Necessarily, I will not be 
aware of these functions unless they are functional in me. Yet, 
because I believe that my inaccurate self-perception is accurate, 
anything (thought, idea etc.) that falls within this field in which I 
have no awareness cannot be right, nor can it even exist.

It is important, therefore, that we make each other aware of 
these common limitations of ours that we are not responsible for 
acquiring but are responsible for dealing with. Elections have a 
purpose that is much higher than any of us because it should also 
benefit our progeny, future generations, and other nations. It is, 
therefore, also important, or even more important, that we will 
work together to put in place ways of sustaining our own quality 
peace and resilience, our own “BOTHO, KHOTSO, PULA, NALA”. 
Where quality peace is peace in which all those factors which 
promote or contribute to the improvement of the human condition 
and quality of life for all members of a society are actively pursued. 
It is peace that has components of human dignity, diversity that 
values and cherishes equality of citizens and is committed to 
and promotes every citizen’s excellence and participation. It also 
promotes human safety, espouses and enshrines hope, self-
confidence and confidence of citizens in their living environment, 
including trust in government, and freedom from want and wanton 
fear.

So, even as we get so close to the elections, we need to know 
who we are, remember who we are, and to value our ourselves and 
our own progeny.

When Society Puts Survivors on Trial 
Instead of those Accused of Rape

O

LIAPENG RALIENGOANE

The current issue of 
a young girl who 
died by suicide after 

allegedly being raped by a 
content creator in Nigeria 
has once again exposed 
an uncomfortable truth 
about our societies: we are 
often quicker to interrogate 
survivors than we are to 
condemn those accused of 
sexual violence. 

While investigations into 
individual cases must be 
left to the justice system, 
the public reaction reveals 
a culture that still struggles 
to understand consent and 
accountability.

One of the most harmful 
misconceptions is the belief 
that going to someone’s 
house automatically implies 
consent to sex. Legally 
and morally, this is false. 
Consent is not inferred 
from a location, an outfit, a 
previous relationship or a 
social visit.

 Consent must be freely 
given, informed, specific 
and can be withdrawn 
at any point. Entering 
someone’s home is 
permission to enter their 
home not permission to be 
sexually violated. 

Yet whenever 
allegations of rape emerge, 
the same questions are 
repeatedly directed at 
survivors. Why did she 
go there? What was she 
wearing? Why didn’t she 
leave? Why didn’t she 
report immediately? 

These questions 
subtly shift responsibility 
away from the alleged 
perpetrator and onto the 
person who says they 
were harmed. They 

reinforce the damaging 
idea that survivors are 
responsible for preventing 
rape rather than insisting 
that perpetrators are 
responsible for not 
committing it.

This pattern is not only 
unfair, it is dangerous. 
It discourages survivors 
from reporting crimes, 
fearing they will face public 
humiliation, character 
assassination and endless 
scrutiny. 

For many, the trauma 
does not end with the 
assault. It continues in 
police stations, courtrooms, 
social media comment 
sections and even within 

their own families.
Rape is a crime because 

someone chose to violate 
another person’s bodily 
autonomy. That choice 
belongs entirely to the 
perpetrator. 

The blame cannot be 
transferred to the survivor 
because they accepted an 
invitation, trusted someone 
or found themselves in a 
vulnerable situation. We do 
not ask victims of robbery 
why they owned expensive 
phones or victims of assault 
why they walked down a 
particular street. 

Yet survivors of sexual 
violence are routinely 
expected to justify every 

decision they made before 
the crime occurred.

As a society, we need 
to replace suspicion with 
empathy and prejudice with 
understanding. Supporting 
survivors does not mean 
abandoning due process. 
Every accused person 
deserves a fair hearing and 
every allegation deserves 
a proper investigation. 
But fairness should never 
require degrading survivors 
or treating them as though 
they are on trial simply for 
speaking out.

The young girl’s death 
should prompt more than 
momentary outrage. It 
should force us to examine 

the attitudes that make 
survivors feel isolated, 
doubted and blamed. 
We must build a culture 
where consent is properly 
understood, where legal 
principles guide public 
conversations and where 
accountability rests 
squarely on those who 
commit acts of sexual 
violence, not on those who 
endure them.   

Until we stop asking 
survivors to explain why 
they were raped and start 
asking perpetrators why 
they chose to rape, we will 
continue to normalise the 
very violence we claim to 
oppose.



Wednesday, September 14, 2022

Business
2

National News

Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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An identity should not have an expiry date 

OPINION

There is a peculiar 
cruelty buried inside 
a small green or blue 

card that every adult Mosotho 
is required to carry. It is not 
the photograph, which is 
usually unflattering. It is not 
the fingerprint panel, which 
most people never look at 
twice. 

It is the date stamped 
quietly in the corner, the 
one that tells you that in ten 
years’ time, the document that 
proves you exist will cease to 
prove anything at all. 

Your fingerprints will 
not change. Your iris will not 
change. The unique biological 
signature that the state used 
to certify that you, and no one 
else, are who you say you are 
will remain exactly as it was 
on the day it was captured. 

And yet the card 
will expire, and with it, 
bureaucratically speaking, so 
will you. 

This is the quiet absurdity 
at the heart of Lesotho’s 
national identity system, 
and it is one that successive 
governments, this one 
included, have chosen not 
to confront. The National 
Identity Cards Act of 2011 
fixed the validity of the 
identity card at ten years. 

It was, at the time, 
presented as a modernising 
step, a leap from the old, 
paper-based, easily forged 
documents of the past into 
abiometric era where the 
state would finally know, with 
certainty, who its citizens 
were. 

That leap was worth 
taking. What was not worth 
taking, and what nobody has 
adequately explained since, is 
the decision to bolt an expiry 
date onto a document whose 
entire justification is that it 
is built on things that do not 
expire. 

Fingerprints do not need 
to be renewed. The whorls 
and ridges that were pressed 
onto a scanner in Maseru 
or Mokhotlong in 2014 are, 
barring injury or disease, the 
same ones that exist today 
and will exist in twenty 
years. The iris, similarly, is 
understood by every serious 
identity system in the world 
to be one of the most stable 
biometric markers available to 
science, more stable in many 
respects than a signature 
or a photograph, both of 
which the state is perfectly 
content to leave unchanged on 
documents for far longer than 
a decade. 

If the entire point of 

biometric identification is that 
it fixes identity to the body 
rather than to a piece of paper 
that can be lost, smudged, 
or forged, then the logic of 
expiry collapses. You cannot 
simultaneously tell a citizen 
that his fingerprint is the 
unimpeachable proof of who 
he is, and then tell him ten 
years later that the proof has 
run out. 

What has actually run out, 
in every meaningful sense, is 
not the citizen’s identity. It is 
the government’s capacity to 
manage the renewal process it 
created for itself. 

This is the part of the story 
that ought to embarrass every 
minister who has held the 
Home Affairs portfolio since 
the system went live. 

The National Identity and 
Civil Registry rolled out its 
biometric register from 2013 
onward with real ambition, 
and to its credit, it succeeded 
in bringing millions of 
Basotho into a modern 
identity database for the first 
time. 

But a decade is not a long 
time in government planning, 
and it arrived faster than the 
department was ready for. We 
are now

living through the entirely 
predictable consequence: a 
mounting backlog of citizens 
whose ten years are up, 
queuing at

overstretched offices, 
some travelling long distances 
from the mountains to district 

centres only to be told to come 
back another

day, others discovering 
that their expired card has 
quietly locked them out of 
banking services, SIM card 
registration, school

enrolment for their 
children, or a job interview 
that required proof of identity 
on the spot. 

There has even been a 
motion before Parliament 
asking that the expiry be 
suspended altogether, a 
tacit admission from within 
government itself that the 
system cannot cope with what 
it demanded of citizens. 

This is what happens 
when policy is imported 
without being interrogated. 
Ten-year expiry windows 
exist in many identity 
systems around the 
world, but those systems 
typically sit inside wealthy, 
administratively dense states 
with thousands of registration 
points, digital renewal 
channels, and same-day 
issuance. 

Lesotho has none of that 
in sufficient measure. We are 
a small country with a thin 
administrative footprint, a 
diaspora of labour migrants 
working across the border 
in South Africa who cannot 
simply pop into a district 
office on a weekday afternoon, 
and a rural population for 
whom a trip to renew a card 
can mean a full day’s wages 
lost and a taxi fare the family 

cannot spare. 
To impose the same 

renewal cycle on this country 
that a far richer, far more 
urbanised nation might 
impose on itself is not 
modernisation. 

It is a failure to design 
policy for the country we 
actually have, rather than the 
country the drafters perhaps 
wished we were. 

And here lies the deeper 
indictment. This is not a 
new problem that caught the 
current administration by 
surprise. The ten-year clock 
has been ticking since the Act 
came into force, which means 
every government since 2011 
has known, or ought to have 
known,

exactly when this crisis 
would arrive. Ten years is not 
an ambush. 

It is a countdown that 
anyone in the Ministry 
of Home Affairs could set 
a calendar reminder for. 
Instead, we are treated to 
the now-familiar spectacle 
of a Lesotho state agency 
reacting to a crisis of its own 
making as though it were an 
act of God, scrambling for 
mobile registration units and 
extended office hours only 
after the queues have already 
formed and the anger has 
already spread on radio call-
in shows and in taxi ranks. 
Where was the decade of 
preparation? 

Where was the investment 
in decentralised, digital 

renewal that would have 
let a citizen confirm their 
continued identity with a 
fingerprint scan at a local 
council office in minutes 
rather than a full day’s 
journey? 

A government that 
builds a biometric system 
sophisticated enough to 
capture an iris scan but too 
under-resourced to let that 
same citizen renew a card 
without losing a day’s income 
has misplaced its priorities. 

The honest answer is that 
identity documents should 
not expire at all, or at the very 
least should not expire on a 
timeline this short in

a country with these 
constraints. What should 
be renewed, periodically 
and without drama, is the 
photograph, since faces do 
age, and perhaps the physical 
card itself, which can wear 
out or be damaged. But the 
underlying certification of 
identity, the fact that this 
fingerprint belongs to this 
person and no other, should 
stand for as long as the person 
lives, updated only when 
circumstances

genuinely change, such 
as a legal name change or a 
correction of an error in the 
original record. 

Countries that take 
biometric

identity seriously 
increasingly separate the 
physical card, which can be 
reissued cheaply and quickly, 
from the underlying biometric 
certification, which does not 
need to be reverified from 
scratch every decade. 

There is no technical 
reason Lesotho could not do 
the same. There is only the 
absence of political will to 
admit that the current model 
is not working and to redesign 
it around the lived reality of 
the people it is meant to serve. 

None of this is an argument 
against having identity 
documents, or against 
biometric technology, which 
has genuine value in

preventing fraud and 
strengthening the integrity of 
the civil register. 

It is an argument against a 
government, and a succession 
of governments before it, 
treating a poor country’s 
citizens as though they had 
the administrative luxury of a 
wealthy one. 

Basotho did not ask to be 
identified by fingerprint and 
iris only to be told, a decade 
later, that their identity has 
an expiry date the state 
itself cannot honour. If the 
biology does not change, the 
bureaucracy has no excuse

RANTAU TLALI MAKHETHA



Wednesday, July 22, 2026 7 Wednesday, September 14, 2022

Business
2

National News

Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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B Strength and growth come 
only through continuous effort 
and struggle.” 
– Napoleon Hill, author

Out of your vulnerabilities 
will come your strength.” – 
Sigmund Freud, neurologist 
and founder of psychoanalysis

Revenue diversification key as SACU 
revenue is expected to decline

BUSINESS

NEO SENOKO

MASERU- With 
the expected 
decline in 

the South African 
Customs Union 
(SACU) revenue for 
the 2025/26 financial 
year, government has 
to put more effort on 
revenue diversification, 
particularly through 
nontax revenue sources 
such as water royalties, 
to support sustainable 
spending and economic 
growth.

The deterioration in 
SACU receipts places 
significant pressure on 
government finances, 
necessitating prudent 
budget management. 
SACU revenue is 
known to be highly 
pro-cyclical, resulting 
in large fluctuations 
in revenue during 
economic booms and 
slumps.

For the fiscal 
year 2025/26, total 
revenue is projected 
at M29,815.4 million, 
representing 67.1% 
of GDP. Tax revenue 
is expected to rise, 
while SACU receipts 
are anticipated to 
remain volatile. Water 
royalties are forecast to 
significantly contribute 
to revenue, increasing 
from 7.2% of GDP in 

2024/25 to 11.1% in 
2025/26. 

These projections 
highlight the 
importance of revenue 
diversification, 
particularly through 
nontax revenue sources 
such as water royalties, 
to support sustainable 
government spending 
and economic growth.

Expenditure, on the 
other hand is expected 
to remain at 70.0% 
of GDP, with both 
recurrent and capital 
spending forecast to 
decline as a percentage 
of GDP over the medium 
term, due to anticipation 
of lower SACU receipts. 

Conversely, 
investment spending 
is projected to 

increase, driven by 
both government and 
donor funding. This 
projected decline in 
government spending 
as a proportion of 
GDP may require 
prudent budgeting 
and expenditure 
prioritisation to ensure 
sustainable fiscal policy 
and continued economic 
growth.

While Lesotho 
successfully secured a 
one-year extension of 
AGOA and a moderation 
of tariffs to around 15 
percent, tariffs remain 
elevated by historical 
standards, and global 
trade tensions continue 
to weigh heavily on 
long-term investment 
planning. “Heightened 

uncertainty in global 
trade and financial 
markets underscores 
the importance of 
preserving fiscal 
buffers, safeguarding 
external stability, and 
remaining vigilant 
to spillovers through 
trade, SACU revenues 
and regional fiscal 
conditions,” Minister of 
Finance Dr, Retselisitsoe 
Matlanyane had 
emphasized when 
announcing the 
2026/27 budget speech 
presentation.

Matlanyane added 
that the country’s 
external position 
has weakened due to 
declining textile and 
diamond exports. 
While the balance of 

payments remains 
supported by LHWP-
II capital inflows, the 
current account deficit 
is expected to widen in 
2026, before improving 
as construction imports 
normalise. 

“Foreign reserves 
are projected to remain 
adequate at around 
six months import 
cover, though sensitive 
to SACU volatility, 
diamond prices and 
fiscal execution risks,” 
Matlanyane added. 

Heavy reliance on 
SACU transfers, poses 
a major macro-fiscal 
vulnerability, especially 
given South Africa’s 
economic performance 
and regional trade 
dynamics. 
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Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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Over M1 billion paid to ex-Basotho miners

NEO SENOKO

BUSINESS NEWS

MASERU- The 
Tshiamiso 
Trust has paid 

more than M1 billion 
to eligible Basotho ex-
mineworkers and their 
dependents for qualifying 
silicosis and tuberculosis 
claims linked to 
employment in South 
African gold mines. 

The Tshiamiso Trust 
was established to 
implement the settlement 
agreement reached 
between six mining 
companies and claimant 
attorneys in the historic 
silicosis and TB class 
action. 

The companies 
are African Rainbow 
Minerals, Anglo 
Americans South Africa, 
AngloGold Ashanti, 
Harmony Gold, Sibanye 
Stillwater and Gold 

Fields. The milestone 
was announced this week 
during a media briefing 
in Maseru as the Trust 
continues to strengthen 
partnerships aimed at 
identifying and assisting 
potentially eligible 
claimants across the 
Lesotho.

The announcement 
comes during a week of 
stakeholder engagement 
in Lesotho, including a 
workshop convened by 
the Ministry of Labour 
and Employment. 

The workshop 
provided an important 
opportunity for 
stakeholders to share 
progress, strengthen 
collaboration and discuss 
ongoing efforts to support 
former mineworkers and 
their families.

The Chief Executive 
Officer of the Tshiamiso 
Trust Dr. Munyadziwa 
Kwinda has expressed 

gratitude to the many 
partners whose 
collaboration has enabled 
the Trust to reach 
thousands claimants 
across the country.

“This milestone 
reflects what can be 
achieved through 
sustained partnership 
and shared commitment. 
We extend our 
sincere appreciation 
to the government of 
Lesotho, social cluster 
committee under the 
leadership of Mokhothu 
Makhalanyane, ex-
mineworker associations, 
community leaders and 
service providers whose 
support has strengthened 
outreach efforts 
throughout Lesotho,” 

“The leadership shown 
by the Social Cluster 
Committee in bringing 
together a broad range 
of stakeholders has been 
invaluable in advancing 

awareness and claimant 
support initiatives. 
Most importantly, this 
milestone represents 
compensation reaching 
former mineworkers 
and families who have 
waited many years for 
recognition of the impact 
that occupational lung 
diseases have had on 
their lives,”Kwinda said.

While the M1billion 
milestone marks a 
significant achievement, 
stakehilders remain 
focused on the work that 
lies ahead. 

Efforts continue to 
identify, locate and 
assist potentially eligible 
claimants, particularly in 
remote and undeserved 
communities.

“Our focus remains 
firmly on finding and 
assisting those who may 
qualify for compensation. 
We will continue working 
closely with stakeholders 

across Lesotho to ensure 
that no eligible claimant 
is left behind,” Kwinda 
added.

The Chairperson of the 
Social Cluster Committee 
in the National Assembly 
Mokhothu Makhalanyane 
also welcomed the 
continued collaboration 
among stakeholders 
working to support ex-
mineworkers and their 
families.

“The progress 
achieved to date 
demonstrates the 
value of cooperation 
across institutions and 
communities. 

We remain committed 
to supporting initiatives 
that help ensure eligible 
Basotho ex-mineworkers 
and their dependents 
are informed, assisted 
and able to access the 
compensation to which 
they are entitled,” 
Makhalanyane said. 



Wednesday, September 14, 2022

Business
2

National News

Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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Growing demand exposes gaps in 
adolescent-friendly health services

Thaba-Tseka - The 
Adolescent Corner 
at Paray Hospital 

is providing critical health 
services to hundreds 
of young people every 
month but staff and youth 
representatives say gaps in 
infrastructure, connectivity 
and access are limiting 
the facility’s ability to 
fully meet the needs of 
adolescents. 

The corner currently 
provides services to about 
457 adolescents aged 
between 10 and 24 years 
every month, offering 
tuberculosis (TB) services, 
health education, HIV 
testing and counselling, 
among other youth-friendly 
health services.

Registered Nurse 
Midwife Tšola Konote said 
while the centre continues 
to play an important role in 
supporting young people, 
the facility faces several 

challenges that require 
urgent attention. 

He said the 
infrastructure is one of 
the major concerns, as 
the available space is too 
small and does not provide 
the privacy required by 
adolescents accessing 
health services. «The 
rooms are just partitioned, 
and this affects the privacy 
that young people need 
when they come for 
services,» Konote said.

He added that the 
lack of digital resources 
is also affecting young 
people’s access to 
information. «There is no 
Wi-Fi for young people 
to connect while waiting 
for services. There are 
also no computers, which 
means young people do 
not have enough access to 
information. We also need 
pamphlets that they can 
read and learn from,» he 
said.

Konote further 
highlighted the need for 
recreational facilities, 

saying playgrounds 
would help create a more 
welcoming environment for 
adolescents while they wait 
for services. He explained 
that because Paray Hospital 
is a Catholic Church-led 
facility, the Adolescent 
Corner does not offer family 
planning services.

Youth Ambassador at 
the Adolescent Corner, 
Boitumelo Nthejane said 
distance remains another 
challenge, particularly 
for young people living in 
remote villages.

She said some 
adolescents travel from 
villages located about two 
hours away, making access 
to services difficult due 
to transport challenges. 
«Young people from 
faraway villages struggle 
to reach the adolescent 
corner. There is a need for 
free transport to help them 
access these important 
services,» Nthejane said.

She also emphasised the 
need for Wi-Fi connectivity 
to improve access to 

information and support for 
young people visiting the 
centre.

These challenges facing 
the Adolescent Corner at 
Paray Hospital were raised 
during a three-day mission 
in Thaba-Tseka by the 
United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA), Vodacom 
Lesotho Foundation and 
partners aimed at assessing 
the support required to 
strengthen youth-friendly 
health services.

UNFPA Country 
Representative John 
Kennedy Mosoti said 
the visit was aimed at 
ensuring that personnel 
have the necessary skills 
and resources to provide 
effective services to 
adolescents.

He said UNFPA, 
together with Vodacom 
as one of its partners, 
is working to ensure 
adolescent corners provide 
meaningful and youth-
friendly response services.

«We have heard the 
challenges and needs 

raised here. We will look 
at programmes that can 
be upgraded so that young 
people can be taken care of 
in a way that helps address 
challenges such as child 
marriage and early and 
unintended pregnancies, 
which remain high in the 
district,» Mosoti said.

Head of Vodacom 
Lesotho Foundation, 
Tšepo Ntaopane said the 
organisation’s partnership 
with UNFPA is part 
of its commitment to 
empowering young people 
and communities.

«Vodacom is celebrating 
30 years in Lesotho. We 
seek to reconnect with 
Basotho and these visits 
are examples of how we are 
giving back by ensuring 
no mother should die while 
giving birth,» Ntaopane 
said. 

«We are passionate that 
every Mosotho and every 
child live up to their full 
potential. Basotho should 
remain connected for their 
better future,» he added. 
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Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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Seputla Sebogodi: Remembering the legendary life and legacy of a ‘Generations’ icon

LUTHO PASIYA 

South Africa is 
mourning the 
loss of one of its 

finest performers after 
legendary actor Seputla 
Sebogodi died at the age 
of 63.

According to a 
statement released by 
his family, the veteran 
actor died on the evening 
of Wednesday, July 
15, following medical 
complications related to 
diabetes.

“Seputla Sebogodi 
leaves behind an 
extraordinary legacy in 
South African theatre 
and television,” the 
family said.

“He will be 
remembered for 
his memorable 
performances 
in ‘Generations’, 
‘Suburban Bliss’, 
‘Bophelo ke Semphego’, 
‘Redemption’ and most 
recently ‘Scandal!’, as 
well as his acclaimed 
theatre work in 
productions including 
‘Big Dada’, ‘Waiting for 
Godot’, ‘The Rivonia 
Trial’, ‘Once a Pirate’ 
and ‘Mooi Street Moves’, 
among many others.”

The family added: 
“His legacy will live on 
through his remarkable 
body of work and the 
many lives he touched.”

They also requested 
privacy as they mourn 
their loss, adding that 
details of the memorial 
and funeral services will 
be shared in due course.

For more than three 
decades, Sebogodi built 
a career that few South 
African actors could 
match. Whether playing 
a feared businessman, 
a political firebrand or a 

lovable father figure, he 
brought every character 
to life with authority, 
humour and authenticity.

To many viewers, 
he will always be 
remembered as 
Kenneth Mashaba in 
“Generations”. His 
portrayal of the wealthy 
businessman with his 
commanding presence, 
cutting dialogue and 
unforgettable laugh 
made him one of the 
most recognisable 
television villains in 
South African history.

Long before 
“Generations”, Sebogodi 
had already established 
himself as a respected 
performer through 
“Bophelo ke Semphego”, 
where he introduced 
audiences to his dramatic 
range.

He later revealed 
another side of his talent 
in the comedy “Suburban 
Bliss”, proving that he 
could make audiences 
laugh just as easily as 
he could leave them 
speechless.

His career 
continued to evolve 
with memorable 
performances in “The 

River”, “The Republic”, 
“Redemption”, 
“Z’bondiwe” and, most 
recently, “Scandal!”, 
where a new generation 
of viewers came 
to appreciate his 
commanding screen 
presence.

Sebogodi’s talent also 
reached international 
audiences. He appeared 
alongside Academy 
Award winner Viola 
Davis in the Hollywood 
film “The Woman King” 
in 2022. His film career 
also included “Beat the 
Drum” and “Critical 
Assignment”, confirming 
his reputation as one 
of South Africa’s most 
respected actors.

Despite his success on 
television and film, the 
stage remained close to 
his heart.

Theatre was where 
he sharpened his craft 
and where he continued 
to challenge himself 
throughout his career. 
His performances in 
productions including 
“Big Dada”, “Waiting for 
Godot”, “The Rivonia 
Trial” and “Mooi 
Street Moves” earned 
praise from critics and 

audiences alike.
Just weeks before 

his death, Sebogodi was 
still doing what he loved. 
He appeared in “Black 
Moon” at the National 
Arts Festival, once 
again demonstrating 
his commitment to live 
performance.

His contribution to the 
arts did not go unnoticed. 
Sebogodi received two 
South African Film and 
Television Awards and 
earned widespread 
respect as one of the 
country’s finest character 
actors.

Beyond acting, he also 
found success as a gospel 
musician, releasing 
albums including 
“Nkuke Morena” and “Re 
Tshwarele Melato”.

News of his death 
prompted an outpouring 
of tributes across social 
media.

“May our Nkwešeng 
rest in peace. His legacy 
will live on indeed. What 
an actor. We are very 
appreciative that he 
shared his talent with 
us. Fare thee well, buti 
Seputla,” wrote X user @
Diamond_Blackie.

Another user, @

thabanisandile3, 
reflected on the fragility 
of life, writing: “Life 
is unpredictable and 
fragile. May his soul rest 
in peace. He was just 
trending recently on 
social media. We didn’t 
know it was goodbye.”

@BrownOxx shared 
a recent encounter with 
the actor, saying: “Haibo!! 
I just met him recently 
at the Grahamstown 
Arts Festival, and he said 
he had a bit of the flu 
but would be fine. RIP 
grootman.”

As tributes continue 
to pour in, one thing 
is certain. Seputla 
Sebogodi leaves behind 
more than memorable 
performances.

He leaves behind 
characters that became 
part of South Africa’s 
cultural history, 
stories that entertained 
generations and a 
standard of excellence 
that will continue to 
inspire actors for years 
to come.

His voice may be 
gone, but his work will 
ensure that he is never 
forgotten.

- IOL
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Case against erstwhile 
LCA boss rescheduled

MASERU – The former Chief Executive 
Officer of the Lesotho Communication's 
Authority (LCA), Advocate Mamarame 
Matela who is being sued by the authority 
will have her day in court on November 25 
when the case against her proceeds. 

The matter was postponed last week 
after the respondent filed an appeal against 
a decision by the High Court.

The court had earlier dismissed an 
application by the respondent who had 
argued that the court did not have the 
jurisdiction to hear the matter.

The arguments on jurisdiction were 
made after the same court heard and 
dismissed an application for recusal of the 

judge who presided over the case. 
Matela wanted the presiding judge 

to recuse himself from the case on the 
grounds that he might be bias in dealing 
with the matter. 

She had argued that owing to a personal 
relationship her family and the judge’s had, 
coupled with their respective professional 
relationship, the judge might not be able to 
bring an impartial mind in the case.

She said during her tenure of office 
at the LCA, the authority fined Vodacom 
Lesotho M8.5 million for non-compliance. 

At the time, she said, the judge’s wife 
acted as a legal advisor to Vodacom. 

She had also shown that legal advisors 

are among others mandated to ensure that 
the companies they present do not incur 
unnecessary costs.

She had argued that the judge’s wife 
might have discussed the matter with her 
husband out of frustration and fear of a 
disciplinary action being taken against her, 
as a result, a reasonable person might form 
an opinion that the judge might be bias in 
the case.

In his submission, Attorney Qhalehang 
Letsika for the LCA argued that Matela had 
not established evidence that the judge 
was likely to be partial adding that her 
allegations were baseless. 

He had therefore asked that the 

application for recusal be dismissed with 
costs.

The respondents had in their papers 
argued that the fact the judge had taken 
an oath to uphold the Constitution and 
other laws as well as to administer justice 
without fear or favour, would enable him to 
carry out his oath of office diligently. 

They assumed that the judge could 
disabuse his mind of irrelevant personal 
beliefs and predispositions.

The LCA is in the main matter asking 
the court to issue an order against Matela 
to return properties belonging to the 
authority, which are still in her possession. 
- LeNA

The former LCA chief asks for another judge to hear her case
LCA wants Matela to return its property

Former LCA boss, Advocate ’Mamarame Matela
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The 2026 Fifa World Cup 
officially killed the lie that 
sports and politics don’t mix

Fans comfort Lionel Messi after 
heartbreaking World Cup final 
defeat to Spain

LUTHO PASIYA

John Goliath
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As Lionel Messi came to terms with 
Argentina’s heartbreaking World Cup 
final defeat to Spain, millions of fans 
around the world rallied behind the 
football legend.

His emotional Instagram 
message prompted an outpouring of 
support, with supporters thanking 
him for years of unforgettable 
memories and praising his 
leadership, resilience and lasting 
impact on the game.

Sharing an image of himself 
alongside his silver medal, the 
39-year-old legend delivered a 
candid reflection on the emotional 
weight of missing out on back-to-
back World Cup titles.

“The pain is immense, and this 
wound will take time to heal,” Messi 
wrote.

“But I also hold onto all the good 
things... The matches we turned 
around by giving it our all -moments 
that will remain in our memories 
forever- and the support of an entire 
country which, combined with this 
group’s hard work and effort, brought 
us back among the world’s elite once 
again.

“It is hard to fully appreciate 
our achievement right now, but 
this group reached two consecutive 
World Cup finals.” 

-iol

When Fifa expanded 
the World Cup 
to 48 teams, the 

official narrative was one 
of unity, inclusivity, and a 
celebration of the world’s 
game.

Yet, as the curtain fell on 
a tumultuous tournament 
across North America, 

the 2026 edition will be 
remembered less for its 
tactical innovations and the 
form of the world’s greatest 
papers, but more for how 
politics unapologetically 
invaded the pitch.

From the opening 
week, geopolitical tension 
overshadowed the sport. The 
Iranian national team found 
themselves at the centre of a 
diplomatic nightmare when 

domestic political strain and 
tightened foreign policy led to 
severe travel restrictions.

The team was not allowed 
to remain on American soil 
between fixtures and had to 
travel back to their Mexico 
base soon after playing their 
matches. 

Yet, they handled the 
situation with such grace 
and humility, endearing 
themselves to the football 
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